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A Discussion of two Differing Chronologies 
 
Since a lot of what the Bible Students believe is directly linked with bible chronology, we have placed a lot 
of effort into looking into the questions that have come up in regard to the chronology as found in the 
second volume. Some of the changes being advocated have to do with the period of the Judges and the 
period of the kings, in which they both would be shortened up. The period of the Judges would be 
shortened by 101 years and the period of the Kings would be shortened by 50 years. The period of the 
desolation would also be shortened up by 19 years. That would make the 6000 years end 170 years later 
than in the second volume, in 2043 AD. 
 
In the new chronology, the Jubilees cycles would be changed to a 49 year Jubilee and would point to 1878 
AD instead of 1874 AD. The harvest parallels would be essentially the same except that the parallel would 
start 3.5 years earlier. The dating for the 2520 years to 1914 would still work, except that the date 607 BC 
would start 19-20 years earlier at the first attack of Nebuchadnezzar on Palestine and not at the carrying 
away to Babylon. 
 
We realize that it is tempting to consider changes such as the ones being advocated, in which the end time 
would be placed future from our present time. That change would seem to answer some questions in regard 
to the events that did not happen as had been originally thought regarding 1914. But the question becomes 
this, are these changes correct and justified. If the changes are correct and justified we could find our 
prophetic outlook becoming clearer. If they not clearer we may find ourselves eventually coming to some 
conclusions that are not correct regarding prophecy and other matters and our prophetic vision will become 
clouded. 
 
Because of those concerns we are going to consider the questions about out about our chronology and see if 
there is any way in which we can resolve the difficulties and keep our original chronology intact. We have 
found very good evidence in our researches that indicate that the original chronology is correct in the book 
“The Divine Plan and its Chronology”. In that book we have documented several repeating patterns of 
1845, 1260, 2520 and 2500 years that reach from Adam’s day, up to our time and the start of the 
millennium on the seventh 1000-year day. The 1845-year pattern has seven key dates that are intersected by 
the circles, which show judgment and justice. The 1260, 2520 year pattern has ten key dates that are 
intersected by the circles and it deals with dominium or who has the right to rule. The 2500-year pattern has 
seven dates that are intersected by the circles and it points to restitution of all.  
 
If any time were removed or added to our original chronology, even as much as one year, those patterns 
and the intersecting dates would be destroyed. For that reason we are convinced that the original 
chronology is correct with the exception of two needed 20-year changes that cancel each other out, which 
we will explain later in this discussion. 
 
See the book “The Divine Plan and its Chronology”, for more information about those patterns. It may also 
be found online at this address along with the timefinal book. If you receive a hardcopy of this document in 
book form, we will have included that document in the same book. 
http://webpages.charter.net/defender/index.html 
http://webpages.charter.net/defender/Wheels.pdf 
http://webpages.charter.net/defender/2520PATTERN.pdf 
http://webpages.charter.net/defender/TABERNACLE.pdf 
 
This document is going to be a reordering and re-working of the earlier document called timefinal, in which 
we have previously considered these questions. There are several things in that document that relate to this 
topic and which we think have a direct bearing on the questions before us. The problem with the original 
document was that it has a lot of other things in it that don’t directly apply to the questions on the 
chronology that we are considering here. It was originally written over a long period of time and as we 
found out new information, we would just add the material into wherever place seemed right at the time.. 
So in order to keep the discussion focused on that topic, we are going to reorder the material so that it more 
directly applies to the questions being asked in the earlier part of the discussion. 

http://webpages.charter.net/defender/index.html
http://webpages.charter.net/defender/Wheels.pdf
http://webpages.charter.net/defender/2520PATTERN.pdf
http://webpages.charter.net/defender/TABERNACLE.pdf
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We know that some brethren believe that the questions about the chronology will some day be revealed to 
be wrong by further archeology and historical research, so they don’t want to look into this matter at all. At 
this time it does not look like that is going to be a likely outcome since as time has gone on, there has 
appeared more evidence to support the 587 BC date for the carrying away to Babylon, not less. Just saying 
something is wrong does not make it so, nor is that very convincing to those who prove all things and hold 
fast to what is good.  
 
Since the 587 BC versus 606 BC dating is one of the first problem questions that came to our attention, we 
are going to begin with that question. That actually is one of the areas where the original chronology does 
have a problem that we agree with. We are going to discuss that and the solution that fixes that problem and 
still leaves the original chronology intact in respect to the dates indicated on this end of the age such as 
1799, 1874, 1878, 1914 etc. 
 
We are also going to show that if we make this change that several important features to the chronology 
that were not possible before, will come to light. Beside several new parallels, which confirm the harvest 
time of 1874 – 1914 AD, we will also show that the 1948 AD dating for the return of Israel was hidden 
because of the incorrect dating of the carrying away to Babylon. We can now show that important date was 
hidden in the book of Daniel, as well as several other features, which we will consider later. 
 
 
After we have documented the needed 20-year changes and their necessity, and have shown that our Bible 
Student chronology is compatible with those changes, we will answer objections that have been voiced 
against those changes. Finally we will discuss the period of the Judges and the period of the Kings. We 
intend to show that we cannot change the length of either period and show that there are several reasons to 
believe that we need to keep them the traditional length. 
 
 
We hope that this book will help to resolve the many questions that have risen in regard to the chronology, 
and that there will not be more controversy because of this. All we ask is that those who consider this 
material, do so with an open mind, and that they consider all things and hold fast to what is good.
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Why reconsider 607 BC? 
As we have previously shown in the book “The Divine Plan and Its Chronology”, the date 607 BC 
can’t be moved because the repeating 2520 and 1260 year pattern intersects that year, and that pattern 
would be disrupted by any such change. But at the same time, we have run into a major difficulty with the 
traditional Bible Student view, in that since the time of Pastor Russell, a great deal of additional historical 
records have been found. Those records seem to irrevocably prove that the correct date for the complete 
carrying away to Babylon is actually 587 BC. There is not just one piece of evidence against 607 BC 
being the final carrying away, but there are no less than 14 lines of evidence, taken from both the 
bible and archeology discovery, that show that 587 BC is the correct date for that event. In the 
original chronology we also have the problem that the correct date has to be 607 BC and not 606 BC as is 
found in the second volume. We will explain why a little further onward in our discussion. 
 
While most of the contrary evidence is found in the book called “The Gentile Times Reconsidered by 
Olaf Johnson”, which is a book critical of the 1914 date that does not make the evidence invalid. Most 
of that evidence comes from independent sources that have no reason to skew the results. For that 
reason, we still are forced to either explain or explain away those 14 lines of evidence, or accept them. 
It might be possible to say that we are going to stick with only the bible as some say they are doing, 
but some of the evidence given in Johnson’s book is biblical evidence in which the bible conflicts with 
the traditional view.  
 
One type of historical evidence that has been dug up since Pastor’s time that wasn’t fully available then, is 
commercial clay tablets that record transactions such as the buying of wheat or other commodities. Each of 
those tablets dates their transaction in accordance to the year of what king was in power. There are 
thousands of these tablets and large quantities of these have been examined and the date of the transaction 
catalogued for the period of the desolation. If any king had transactions up to say 15 years, but “none” 
beyond, then you could conclude that the king died after 15 years. When you do that for the entire period of 
the desolation and then add up the years, you do not get 70 years, you only get about 50 years! 
 
There are other documents such as diaries and other documents like business records for certain family 
businesses, that record events in the same manner, and again only 50 years are recorded during that time. 
There are many other types of documents such as lunar cycles and astronomical tables recorded during that 
time that also supports a shorter period of time for the complete desolation. These things are too technical 
for this short of an article, and the original book has over 300 pages discussing these things, but this gives 
us a brief idea of what the traditional view is up against. 
 
In addition there are some conflicts with the bible record and we are going to present a couple of the more 
obvious ones here. For example: The bible tells us that Babylon was to have power over Judah and the 
surrounding nations for “70” years.  
Jer 25:11-12) 11 And this whole land shall be a desolation, and an astonishment; and <b> these nations 
shall serve the king of Babylon seventy years. </b> 
12 And it shall come to pass, <b> when seventy years are accomplished, that I will punish the king of 
Babylon, and that nation,</b> saith the LORD, for their iniquity, and the land of the Chaldeans, and will 
make it perpetual desolations. (KJV) 
 
Unless you are using the modified timeline that we will advocate and will explain in this discussion, you 
will find that under the original chronology Babylon would have had that power for 90 years, since they 
had control of Palestine for 20 years prior to the carrying away to Babylon. Those 20 years plus 70 more 
would be 90 years! Daniel does not agree with the 90-year figure in Dan chapter 9, where he says that he 
understood that the 70 years prophesied by Jeremiah, had expired.  
 
One other problem is that a second and different 70-year period mentioned by Zechariah and implied by 
Ezra and Nehemiah, does not add up to seventy years with the traditional view either. You again get 90 
years unless you are using the modified timeline we advocate, which has only 50 years from the carrying 
away until the decree. That 50 + 20 years adds up to the 70 that we need. Some brethren with the traditional 
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view try to get around this problem by saying that Darius the Mede is the same king as Darius the Persian, 
but that is impossible according to the bible record and history.  
 
In Daniel chapter 9, we see that Darius the Mede was in power when Daniel said that the seventy years was 
up for Babylon. The seventy years of desolation that Israel had, as we will find out later began on the land, 
started counting with the loss of national sovereignty to Egypt at the death of Josiah, at the battle of 
Megiddo. It then continued to the first year of Darius the Mede, where Daniel said that the seventy years 
was up. In the corrected timeline that we advocate in this book, that is exactly 70 years as Daniel said that it 
was!  
 
Dan 9:1-2 (1 In the first year of Darius the son of Ahasuerus, of the seed of the Medes, which was made 
king over the realm of the Chaldeans; 
2 In the first year of his reign I Daniel understood by books the number of the years, whereof the word of 
the LORD came to Jeremiah the prophet, that he would accomplish seventy years in the desolations of 
Jerusalem. (KJV) 
 
Darius the Persian is mentioned in Ezra, Nehemiah, and Zechariah and seventy years is mentioned again 
there. If you study the “bible context” on this matter, you will find that the history being brought out at the 
mention of those seventy years is actually 20 years after the end of the seventy years mentioned by Daniel. 
After the seventy years mentioned by Daniel we find that the Israelites had gone back to the land but their 
enemies had stopped them from rebuilding. The rebuilding was stopped until the reign of Darius the 
Persian who then researched the records of Cyrus and re-issued the decree for the Jews to re-build. This is a 
second decree, since the first one was not implemented fully. We are not supplying all the references 
needed to support that here because of space limitations, but if there is any doubt, read that area of the bible 
and it will become obvious that these events were 20 years later and that the rebuilding began a second time 
because the enemies of the Jews had stopped the first attempt. 
 
Zech 7:5 Speak unto all the people of the land, and to the priests, saying, When ye fasted and mourned in 
the fifth and seventh month, even those seventy years, did ye at all fast unto me, even to me? (KJV)  
Ezra 6:1-3 ( 1 Then Darius the king made a decree, and search was made in the house of the rolls, where 
the treasures were laid up in Babylon. 
2 And there was found at Achmetha, in the palace that is in the province of the Medes, a roll, and therein 
was a record thus written: 
3 In the first year of Cyrus the king the same Cyrus the king made a decree concerning the house of God at 
Jerusalem, Let the house be builded, the place where they offered sacrifices, and let the foundations thereof 
be strongly laid; the height thereof threescore cubits, and the breadth thereof threescore cubits; (KJV) 
 
There are other biblical problems but those are some of the more obvious ones. As we can see, there is not 
just one type of historical evidence that shows this, but there are a large number of different types of 
evidence and they all agree! Since God says that all things shall be established by at least two or three 
witnesses and we have at least that many biblical ones against the traditional view, we think we need 
to take a very serious look at this problem and how to resolve it. 
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What’s the proper way to fix the Problem? 
What we are claiming and going to show in this book is that this problem does not have to disrupt our 
original second volume chronology. Due to another counterbalancing correction regarding 20-years in 
another place, that we will explain shortly, we think that the date 607 BC is still valid, as well as the 1914 
AD date. If we take 19-20 years out of the count at the time after the destruction of the city and the temple, 
in order to keep our original chronology intact, we have found that we have to put 19-20 years back into the 
count in another place, with both changes needing to be very close together to each other time wise.  
 
How and where do we find another 19-20 years to add back into the count of years? Since we had the 
repeating chronology patterns to go by, that are found in the “Divine Plan and its chronology”, we were 
able to use them to narrow down the limits in which it would be possible to make such a change, without 
disrupting any of the chronology cycles. Because the two changes could not be on opposite sides of any 
chronological cycle or pattern as seen in the Divine Plan and its Chronology, we knew that any such change 
had to occur after the Jubilee cycles began. The change would also be self-limiting in that it would have to 
occur before the end of the Babylonian exile. As we will show later, the period of the Judges and Kings are 
fixed spans of time that can’t be changed, so we could not make any changes in those areas that would 
effect the total count of time in those areas.  
 

Joshua 
There are two methods of how we could get the 20 counterbalancing years needed to fix the 607 BC 
problem. One of them has to do with Joshua and the other one has to do with Samuel. In the first method 
regarding Joshua, which is the one that we favor, we see that we traditionally count him as a judge, but the 
scriptures may not actually do the same! The bible does not speak of giving Israel judges until after Joshua 
had died! While Israel had Judges prior to Joshua’s death, these judges were different in that they had a 
different purpose, in that these later Judges were raised up specifically to deliver Israel from their 
oppressors. 
Judg 2:8 And Joshua the son of Nun, the servant of the LORD, died, being an hundred and ten years 
old. 
Judg 2:16 Nevertheless the LORD raised up judges, which delivered them out of the hand of those that 
spoiled them. 
 
Looking at the above verses, it appears that Joshua should not have been counted into the 450 years of the 
Judges. (Acts 13:19-20) As we will see, if we change the count in the time of Joshua by 19-20 years, we 
can then take out the time needed at the carrying away to Babylon by Nebuchadnezzar, without disrupting 
the chronology. For this correction to work, we have to assume that the 450 years of the judges did not start 
immediately after the dividing of the land, but that it waited until after Joshua died. The verses above, 
Judges 2:8, 16 seem to indicate that assumption is correct. 
 
In support of this idea, we see that there is a problem with the traditional view in that if Joshua was a judge, 
the account in Acts should not have had to of counted the 6 years of the dividing of the land separate, since 
that 6 years would have already belonged to his time as a judge. If we say he was counted into the 450 
years of the judgeship, we are then taking only part of his time and adding it to the period of the judges, 
ignoring the 6 years. If he was a judge, was he only a judge after the 6 years?  If he really was a judge, we 
should have counted his entire service as part of the 450! We think that the simple answer to this problem 
could be that he should have been counted separate from the 450 years of the Judges, because he was not a 
judge! He had replaced Moses as the leader that was bringing them to the Promised Land just before they 
crossed over. 
 
One problem in regard to Joshua is that we do not appear to have a direct scriptural statement about how is 
long he served the people after Moses died. The Jewish historian Josephus says 25 years, (Antiquities, book 
5, chapter 1, par 29). While it is said that he is not always reliable, in this situation he seems to be fairly 
accurate.  From the 25 years that he gives we take the 6 years of the dividing of the land. The 25 years that 
Josephus gives us would then come out to be 19 years (25 - 6 = 19). While we use the figure of 20 years in 
most places in this book, the correct number is most likely 19.5 years. So in order to keep the total count of 
the years absolutely correct for the Jubilees and the other chronology, we still need to find .5 extra year to 
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add to 19, since historically we have a 19.5 year change at the time of the carrying away. For purposes of 
easy figuring in this book, we have rounded the 19.5 years up to 20 years even though the correct time is 
actually 19.5 years.  
 
Since we made a 20-year change in the time of the carrying away, in order to balance that change out, we 
need to make the same 20-year change here. As we said above, the number is actually .5 of a year less than 
20 in both places, but the key is that they need to be equal to cancel each other out. We believe that we can 
safely conclude that the dividing of the land was going on “in” the seventh year, after the sixth year had 
passed, since Caleb had counted a full 6 years. Since the dividing of the land would have most likely 
occurred in warm weather and would have taken some time, it would be reasonable to conclude that we 
could have about 6.5 years for that event.  
 
So between those two reasoning, we think that there is no problem with coming up with the 19.5 years that 
we need. As of right now it looks like the correct number is actually about 19.5 which we have rounded up 
to an even 20, since the bible seems to round everything to even numbers. The only thing that we need to 
bear in mind if we round this up to 20 years is that any dating in between these two events could be off by 
up to 6 months. In most calculations that is not going to make any difference, since the bible gives us the 
month in which it occurred. For purposes of easy calculation and explanation, we will use the rounded up 
number 20 for any further needed explanation in this book. 
 

Samuel 
There is a second method by which we could get 20 years, if the 20 years of Joshua would not prove to be 
correct and that it could be shown that he should be counted as a Judge.  Some say that the text found in the 
New Testament in regard to the 450 years, says that it should be 450 years only up to Samuel and not 
counting him.  

Acts 13:20 And after that he gave unto them judges about the space of four hundred and fifty years, until 
Samuel the prophet. (KJV)  

21And afterward they desired a king: and God gave unto them Saul the son of Cis, a man of the tribe of 
Benjamin, by the space of forty years. (KJV) 

Looking at the verse by itself we see that it could be read either way. We could read this scripture as if the 
450 reached up to Samuel or we could read it as if it included Samuel as part of the 450. If we look at the 
21st verse it looks more likely that Samuel was a part of the Judges.  

One thing that concerns us is that if we look at the Translator’s Handbook it does seem to put Samuel after 
the period of the Judges, but before the start of kings. Acts 13:20 PP5 [The time of the prophet Samuel] is 
distinguished from the period of the judges; Samuel is regarded as the beginning point of a new period in 
the history of God's dealings with Israel. [Until the time of the prophet Samuel] may cause certain 
complications in some languages since a conjunction such as [until] always suggests some type of activity, 
not merely a designation of time. Therefore one may have "until the day the prophet Samuel was leader" or 
"until the time the prophet Samuel came." In general, it is important to avoid any such possessive 
construction as might be suggested by the English preposition [of]. Most frequently this relationship is 
expressed in languages as being "time when."(from UBS Translator Handbook Series) 

If we can’t count Samuel as a judge, the only way that we could still get 450 years for Judges and not 
change the count of time, is if we then counted Joshua as a judge as he was in the second volume 
chronology. We don’t need two 20-year changes in Judges to balance the change at the carrying away, and 
for that reason only one of these two 20-year changes can be correct.  

If we accept Joshua as a Judge, we then would have to explain the problem of the 6 years during the dividing 
of the land not being counted together with that 20 years. Perhaps we could get around that problem by 
saying that we should not count any time for judges until they were in the land. In that situation we would 
then have Samuel as the extra 20 years that we need to counter balance the 20-year change in the time of the 
carrying away to Babylon. Either way we would still be able to show 450 years for the period of the judges.  

If we count Joshua as a judge we could not count Samuel as one and in the other way if we don’t count 
Joshua as a judge, we then have to count Samuel as a judge. All the other calculations for this period would 
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be the same, and nothing else would change. We are still looking into this question, but we know that only 
one way or the other is correct, because two counterbalancing 20-year changes make all of the numbers 
come out correct and many previously hidden new features come to light.  

That correction, keeps all of our chronology intact, the 6000 years to 1874, the 1845-year parallels, 1260, 
2520-year dominions, and the 2500-year Jubilees. By making this change, we fix the problem area and all 
the historical and biblical arguments that are made against our chronology dating are no longer valid.  

Another point in favor of the 20-year correction is that when it’s made, the 2520, 1260 pattern found in 
the book “The Divine Plan and its Chronology” then intersect a new date where it previously did not 
before. It now also intersects the important date of the destruction of the 10 tribes in 721.25 BC or 
722 BC and since dominion is the theme of that pattern, we don’t think that intersection is by accident! See 
page 18 in the book “The Divine Plan and its Chronology”. 
http://webpages.charter.net/defender/2520PATTERN.pdf 
 

http://webpages.charter.net/defender/2520PATTERN.pdf
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Seven Years to an Empire 
The idea that 607 BC was the beginning of the conquest and not the complete destruction of Jerusalem is 
actually not a new idea. A chronologist by the name of E. B. Elliot had looked at almost that same year, in 
approximately 1846 to point ahead to the year 1914, where he predicted the end of the 2520 years. Barbour 
got most of his chronology from him, but he changed the 606 BC event from being the beginning of the 
conflict, to the complete destruction of Jerusalem! As we will see Barbour was the one that changed 
the carrying away to Babylon to 606. He used 606 BC instead of 607 BC which is actually the correct 
date, because of a misunderstanding regarding the dividing point between 1 BC and 1 AD as we will 
explain later.  
 
Here are some quotes from those other writers. 
Of course if calculated from Nebuchadnezzar's own accession and invasion of Judah, B.C. 606, the end is much 
later, being A.D. 1914; just one half century, or jubilean period, from our probable date of the opening of the 
Millennium. Elliott, E.B. - Horae Apocalypticae Second Edition, 1846 
 
A later writer Henry Grattan confirms the same dating. 
Was it the third year of Jehoiakim, B.C. 606, when Daniel had himself been brought to Babylon? or was 
it the following year, B.C. 605, when Judah had for the first time become thoroughly tributary to 
Nebuchadnezzar? or was it seven years later, B.C. 598, when in his eighth year that monarch a second 
time successfully attacked Judah and Jerusalem, carrying captive Jehoiachin with his treasures, and all the 
principal men of the kingdom? or was it yet again eleven years later still, B.C. 587, when Zedekiah, the 
uncle of Jehoiachin, who had been placed on the throne of Judah as a sort of Babylonian viceroy, having 
rebelled against his master, Nebuchadnezzar, in the nineteenth year of his reign, once more besieged and 
took Jerusalem? 
Guinness, Henry Grattan, Light For the Last Days, Chapter 1 (originally 1888, 1917 edition) 
 
606-5    Nebuchadnezzar’s overthrow of Jehoiakim in the first year of his reign. 
 598      Nebuchadnezzar’s overthrow of Jehoiachin in the eighth year of his reign. 
 587      Nebuchadnezzar’s overthrow of Zedekiah, with final destruction of the city 
         and temple, in the nineteenth year of his reign. 
Guinness, Henry Grattan, Light For the Last Days, Chapter 3 (originally 1888, 1917 edition) 
 
The first nineteen or twenty years of Nebuchadnezzar, which witnessed all the stages of the fall of Judah 
before Babylon, were the main and terminal years of the captivity era. All that had gone before was only 
preparatory. The fall of the ten tribes before the Assyrian conquerors, and even the brief captivity of 
Manasseh, did not permanently shake the throne of Judah, or compromise the independent sovereignty of 
the house of David. The penumbra of the eclipse had indeed fallen on the moon, but not as yet the dark 
shadow. All through these years Babylon was steadily rising, and with the accession of Nebuchadnezzar, 
and his first campaign against Judah, reached its climax. In the eighth year of Nebuchadnezzar the throne 
of David fell, and the independent national existence of Judah ceased until the "times of the Gentiles" 
should be fulfilled. Hence those nineteen years especially form the important critical era; the rubicon of 
history was crossed at one or other of the crises in its course. It extended from B.C. 605 to B.C. 587, and 
the principal crisis in it was the fall of Jehoiachin in the eighth year of Nebuchadnezzar, B.C. 598. 
Guinness, Henry Grattan, Light For the Last Days, Chapter 15 (originally 1888, 1917 edition) 
 
Another well-respected writer was Henry Fynes Clinton and here is what he 
had to say. 
The fourth year of Jehoiakim, from August B.C. 606.  
The 23rd from the 13th of Josiah: Jerem. XXV:3.  
The deportation of Daniel was in the 3rd year of Jehoiakim: Dan. 1:1. 
Whence we may place the expedition of Nebuchadnezzar towards the end of the 3rd and 
beginning of the 4th year, in the summer of B C. 606.  
In the 4th year of Jehoiakim Baruch writes the book: Jer. XXXVI:1-2. 

THE SCRIPTURE AND GOSPEL CHRONOLOGY  
APPENDIXES (published 1824-1853)  
BY HENRY FYNES CLINTON, Esq. M. A. LATE STUDENT OF CHRIST CHURCH 
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Pastor Charles Russell got his dating from Barbour and that is why in the second volume we have 606 BC 
for the complete destruction of Judah. Barbour was looking at 606 BC instead of the correct date of 607, 
because of a 1-year mistake that came from not looking at the zero date point correctly. The reason for the 
mistake is that they did not see that there is no such thing as a zero year, but there is only a zero point.  
 
The other mistake that Barbour made was that he thought that the 70 years had to be a complete desolation, 
where earlier writers as well as other contemporary writers of his time saw that it was a series of 
desolations that they felt began with the first attacks by Nebuchadnezzar. After examining this in detail, we 
agree with the principle of a series of desolations, but we see that the desolations actually began 2 years 
earlier than most other do with the death of Josiah at Megiddo and the loss of sovereignty by Judah to 
Egypt. If you use that date you get exactly 70 years to the date that Daniel is enquiring of God in Dan 
chapter 9.  We will explain this more fully later. 
 
Here is a historical quote form the Herald of the Morning, which was Barbour’s publication, which shows 
that Barbour was involved in changing the dating of the complete desolation from 587 BC to 606 BC. 
75HM41  With the captivity of Jerusalem, which, according to Jer. 1:3, occurred "in the end of the 
eleventh year of Zedekiah," the chronological period of the kings of Judah ended, and the 70 years 
desolation began. The statement is clear and positive, that the house of God was burnt, and the walls of 
Jerusalem broken down, and those who had thus far escaped the sword were carried to Babylon, to fulfill 
the prophecy of Jeremiah, (2 Chron. 36:21). And in the next verse, the event, and its date [the first year of 
Cyrus] marks the end of that 70 years. And yet there are those who in the face of these positive 
statements, insist that the 70 years captivity of Jerusalem began eighteen years before. The chronology is 
brought down through the line of the kings of Judah to the captivity; then events occur between the end 
of Zedekiah's reign, and the first year of Cyrus, which God says fulfils the "three score and ten years" 
prophesied of by Jeremiah; and yet there are those who take exception to it; and would have the 70 years 
begin, and end, somewhere else. There is but the one prophecy of 70 years to be found in the book of 
Jeremiah, [Jer. 25:11]; but because it is sometimes referred to as a time of indignation 'captivity,' 
'desolation,' &c. some have supposed there was a plurality of 70's foretold by Jeremiah; and from the 
manner in which this period is referred to in different parts of the Bible, supposed they could find various 
terminal points.. But if there were a hundred 70's, this one, recurring between the eleventh year of 
Zedekiah, and the first of Cyrus, is the one which fulfils the three score and ten years desolation, during 
which "the land enjoyed her Sabbaths;" and hence, from the end of the eleventh year of the reign of 
Zedekiah, to some point in the first year of Cyrus, was 70 years. Nelson Babour Aug 1875, Herald of the 
Morning 
 
As we saw above, many other writers besides Barbour referred to the date 606 BC, of which one of the 
writers noted that it would then be 2520 years to 1914 AD. The correct date is 607 BC and for that reason 
we are going to look for what might have happened or began at that time. 
 
The date 607 BC is actually when Nebuchadnezzar first took duel command of the army with his father.  
See Encyclopedia Britannica, 15th edition, vol 8, page 575, col 2, par 1. “In 607/606, as crown prince, he 
commanded an army with his father in the mountains north of Assyria, subsequently leading independent 
operations after Nabopolassar’s return to Babylon. After a Babylonian reverse at the hands of Egypt in 
606/605, he served as commander in chief in his fathers place, and by brilliant generalship he shattered the 
Egyptian army at Carchemish and Hamath, thereby securing control of all Syria .”  
 
So we see that under Nebuchadnezzar and his father, the army began to conquer in 607 BC. After his father 
became ill and left to return to Babylon, Neb took command of the army and eventually led it against 
Egypt’s army, only stopping when he was turned back, 607/606 BC. This was not the battle of Carchemish 
which was in 605 BC, but was an earlier battle in which Egypt initially defeated Babylon.  
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We think that Judah could have been directly involved in the first battle that Nebuchadnezzar lost to Egypt, 
since Israel was a vassal state to Egypt at that time, but we have no direct proof of that. If it was during the 
earlier battle mentioned in the Britannica, then he could have actually come to Jerusalem in the third year, 
just as Daniel says that he did. Some question this and say that it should actually be in the fourth year. We 
will discuss that question more fully later on. 
Dan 1:1 In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of Judah came Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon 
unto Jerusalem, and besieged it.(KJV) 
 
So we see that in either 606 or 605 BC was when Nebuchadnezzar came directly to Jerusalem. At that time 
it appears that Judah suffered at least a partial defeat and surrendered part of the temple vessels and some 
people to Nebuchadnezzar. They apparently entered into an agreement with Nebuchadnezzar, in which 
Jehoiakim stayed on the throne and in power, but probably had to pay tribute. Another possibility is that it 
might be that since the situation was hopeless anyway, Jehoiakim may have decided to surrender and make 
a deal with him simply because Nebuchadnezzar was attacking Egypt, who was in control of Judah at the 
time. He may have hoped that the resulting conflict would have freed them from Egypt so that they would 
not have to pay tribute anymore. The earlier attack Nebuchadnezzar lost is not well documented, but the 
Encyclopedia article mentioned above, refers to it.  
 
In support of this sequence of events, we are going to present a triple parallel diagram on the next page that 
links events between the time of Babylon, the time of Christ, and the harvest time on this end of the age, 
which supports the above dating and the order of events. For example just as we saw Nebuchadnezzar 
come against Egypt and Israel, their vassal state, in 607 BC and then withdraw for one year, we will see 
that in the triple parallel the army of Titus had come up to Jerusalem in 69 AD and then withdrew until 70 
AD when he destroyed the city. Likewise we see WW1 break out in 1914, but historians tell us that the war 
did not do that much damage until 1915 when almost all the supporters of the old world order were killed 
in the battles that had intensified in that year.  
 
In the left column the parallel covers the time frame during which both the 10 tribes and the 2 tribes lost 
their national existence. This was during the time of Assyria and Babylon. In the center column it covers 
the time from when Rome first appointed governors over Galilee and Jerusalem, until Rome finally 
destroyed Israel in 70-73 AD, In the right hand column, we cover the span of time from when Papacy first 
lost control of their civil power, until the time that the kings that had been associated with Papacy are 
destroyed after 1914 in WW1. As Papacy goes down, both the true church and Israel come back up.  
 
In the book the “Stream of Time” which advocates changing the chronology of the period of the Kings, we 
find a similar parallel to this except that it does not have the column, which covers the period of the kings. 
The reason is that if you shorten up the period of the kings, that column is no longer parallel. This again is 
added evidence that the period of the Kings has to remain the same length as the second volume of “Studies 
in the Scriptures”.
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 In regard to the chart as a whole, we see that all three events are parallel to each other. The span of time covers history 
from the first loss of power by the 10 tribes until it began to be restored to Israel again in 1917-18 AD! We find both an 
1845-year parallel and a 2520-year parallel represented in this chart. The light gray dates correspond to the 1260-2520 
year pattern and the dark gray corresponds to the 1845-year parallels and pattern. See the Divine Plan and its 
Chronology.  
 

1845 YEARS OF ROME AND THE SO CALLED HOLY ROMAN EMPIRE POWER 
               1845 YEARS BETWEEN EVENTS 

                     
 Babylon + 

Apostate Jewish 
House 

 Rome + 
Apostate Jewish 
House Judah 

 Civil Power + 
Apostate 
Nominal House 

      
721.25 
BC or 
Oct 722 
BC 

10 Tribes Destroyed losing 
civil power. 

46.25 BC Israel loses civil power. JULIUS 
CAESAR was proclaimed 
Dictator of the World, Herod 
made Governor of Galilee. 
Phaselus governor of Jerusalem. 

1798.75 AD Papacy loses control of 
civil power 

691.25 
BC  

Refurbishing temple 
2Chron 33:15 

16.25 BC Refurbishing Temple 1828.75 AD Refurbishing temple 

642.75 
BC See II 
Ki 21:10-
15 

I will wipe Jerusalem as a 
dish, turning it upside down 

32.25 AD Woe unto literal Jerusalem your 
house is left desolate. 

1877.25 AD Woe unto spiritual 
Jerusalem your house is 
left desolate. 

609.75 or 
610 BC 

Start Babylon Empire and 
conquest of Palestine. 
2 Chron 34:1  

65.25 or 
66 AD 

Start Jewish Rebellion. War 
with Rome begins. 

1910.25  or 
1911AD 

Start of building up to 
war. Agadir incident 
frightened the nations 
into beginning to arm. 

      
606.25 or 
Oct 607 
BC Start 
Gentile 
Times. 

Neb crosses Euphrates 
conquering and attacks 
Egypt who had control of 
Judah at the time. There 
was a reprieve until the 
next year because Egypt 
won the first battle.  

68.75 or 
69 AD 

Siege of Jerusalem   temporarily 
lifted until spring of next year. 

1913.75 or 
1914 AD 

End gentile times. The 
old world order 
temporarily survives 
until next year. WW1 
begins.  

      
605.25 or 
606 BC 

From the start of this time 
until a year later Egypt 
and Babylon go to war 
and Egypt loses. Jerusalem 
and Judah are taken, but 
allowed to exist as a vassal 
state. 

69.75 or 
70 AD 

City is breached, temple 
destroyed and Israel is scattered 
except for a few holdouts. 

1914.75  or 
1915 AD 

War gets worse 
engulfing all nations of 
Europe. The old world 
order is largely destroyed 
by this time. 

      
 
602.75 or 
603 BC 

Neb victorious in  
Palestine, all kings fall 
under Babylon’s control. 
Bible declares Neb head 
gold. 

72.25 or 
73 AD 

Israel totally defeated  
at Masada.  
Rome is victorious. 

1917.25 or 
April 1918 
AD 

WW1 ends with 
destruction and defeat 
of kings. Belfour 
declaration declares for 
a restored Israel. 

40 
7 

        2520 YEARS OF GENTILE POWER OVER PALESTINE 
 
 
This triple parallel seems to support the concept that God is counting from the time that Nebuchadnezzar 
first began to conquer and to move into Palestine. That is the 607 BC date from which we count 2520 years 
to 1914. There is an earlier date in 610 BC at which Babylon had began to expand its empire and we see 
that this began a 7 year period in which Babylon took complete control as a world empire. That is the topic 
of the next section.
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Seven Years to a New Empire 
The first attacks in 607 BC marked the point in time that Nebuchadnezzar began to expand the empire towards 
Palestine. Since that is the point in which he began attempting to take land that was promised to Israel by God, that is 
where we begin to count the 2520 years from, which then reaches to 1914 AD and WW1. The earliest recorded biblical 
date that we have for a direct attack on Judah is in 606 BC and that would reach directly to 1915, which is where the 
world war had become full blown, and the historians tell us that the old world order was destroyed by the death of 
almost all the aristocratic nobles who had volunteered to fight and therefore died first.  
 
So what we saw above as the beginning of the conflict in 607 BC, in the time of Babylon, was parallel to the beginning 
of the conflict in WW1, in 1914. A year later in 606 BC we see the attack of Jerusalem by Babylon, and in 1915 we see 
the defeat of the old world order. In the time of Babylon, some of Palestine held out until about 603 BC where Neb was 
declared the head of gold. On this end of the age in 1918 at the end of WW1 we see that the old world order was gone 
never to return at that time. That date also marked the Belfour declaration in which the Jewish people were promised a 
chance for a homeland in Palestine again. 
 
As we have investigated this, we have found that its hard to pin down any specific event that happened to Judah in 607 
BC, in that we can only find that Nebuchadnezzar began to expand the Babylonian empire into Palestine at that time. 
The bible doesn’t seem to mention anything as happening until the actual attack against Jerusalem, which we think, 
happened in 606 BC. Not everyone agrees with that date and some would like to move that event to 605 BC. We will 
discuss the reasoning for our favoring 606 BC in more detail later although it does not matter in regard to 607 BC, 
which was the beginning of the conquest.. It’s very likely that he reached some of the outlying areas of Judah or at least 
land that had been promised to Israel at the time of Abraham and Moses in 607 BC, since it only makes sense that he 
would have needed time to subdue the countryside first. If that’s true, the scriptures seem to be silent about it. History 
does seem to indicate that as a possibility as mentioned in the Britannica article we quoted above.  
 
What we have found for sure is an idea that we wish to give Bro David Rice credit for, and that is that that there is a 
clearly marked seven-year period that reaches from where Babylon first conquered Assyria, until the bible declared him 
the head of Gold. That seven-year period has a corresponding seven-year period on this end of the age, as we show in 
the table below. What seems clear is that in both instances, it took 7 years for events to play themselves out. In the first 
situation it took Babylon 7 years to become the new world empire, defeating all the kings of Palestine. On this end of 
the age it took seven years for the old world order to be defeated, resulting in the loss of almost all the kings who had 
belonged to the false church and state system.  
 
The image as seen in the vision in Daniel, had its small beginnings at the start of the seven years when Babylon 
defeated Assyria. It had grown into a full empire by the end of that time period. On this end of the age, the toes 
of that image were threatened in the time of the Agadir crisis, and by the end of the seven years, the toes of that 
image were smitten (1914) and shattered into pieces (1918). We are now in the final crushing and wind phase of 
that prophecy.  
 
If you re-examine the table above and the new one on the next page, you should notice that all the dates, that deal with 
the changing dominium and which fall in that seven year period, would be parallel and 2520 years apart, not just the 
1914 date. The 607-1914 dates were important, not because of any major event that was completed on those dates, but 
more because of events that began there and which led to major changes in the world powers by the end of the 7-year 
period. In both dates we also see that they were the ends of a 40-year periods. On this end of the age it was the 40-year 
harvest and that would be why the war could begin there, because the systems time had expired and they had been 
judged. If you look at the 2520-1260 year pattern in the book, “The Divine Plan and its Chronology”, on page 18, you 
will see that there is a 40-year circle that sits centered on the chart. That circle ends in 606.25 BC, so again we see that 
their time had run out! 
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609.25 
610 BC 

Babylon defeats Assyria. Palestine feels 
threatened, because they know they will 
be next. Egypt takes control of Judah 
when they try to stop them from crossing 
their country on their way to help Assyria. 
Palestine begins to prepare for war. 

1910.75 The Agadir crisis, where the 
threat of war looks very possible. 
All nations of Europe begin to 
prepare for war because they 
feel threatened by other 
countries. 

    
606.25  
Oct 607 

First attacks against Palestine by 
Nebuchadnezzar. 

1913.75 
Oct 1914 

First outbreak of WW1. 

605.75  
April 606 
BC 

Nebuchadnezzar directly attacks 
Jerusalem and takes the city, Dan 1:1-2.  

1914.25  
April 1915 

By this time all of Europe is in the 
war and most of the nobility are 
killed in this year.   

    
602.25 BC 
603 BC 

Nebuchadnezzar defeats and controls 
all of Palestine and is declared to be the 
head of gold. He is the head of the image 
as seen in Daniel. 

1917.75 
1918 AD 

WW1 is over and the old world 
order is defeated and gone! 
Israel is promised a homeland in 
Palestine by the Befour 
declaration. 
The toes of the image have been 
shattered. 

 
 
 
 

3 5

3 5

2520 

The Gentile times has always been related to who has had control of Palestine. Babylon began the conquest of it in 
607 BC. Next, control passed to the Medes and the Persians in 539 BC. Greece took possession of it after 344 BC. 
Finally Rome took control in 67 BC just before the time of Christ. When Rome fell in approximately 476 AD, Papacy 
stepped into the power vacuum and took gradual control over a period of time, 539-799. By 799 AD Papacy claimed 
the right to appoint emperors of Rome in the western half of the empire where there had not been any emperor since the 
fourth century. They held that control for 1000 years, until 1799 AD. They in conjunction with the kings, ruled over not 
only literal Palestine, but also over spiritual Israel, (the church), all during the dark ages. When Papacy did not have 
literal control of the holy land, the Moslems did.  
 
Another point in favor of looking at the beginning of the expansion of the Babylonian empire into Palestine as the 
beginning of the 2520 years is because the same thing was true of the time of Alexander the Great. Besides the 
prophetic application found in the volumes for the 2300 days of Daniel, 454 BC-1846 AD, we think that there is 
another more literal application of the 2300 days in regard to the restoration of literal Jerusalem on our end of the age. 
This second application of the 2300 years started counting from the time of Alexander, when he started on his way to 
invade Asia Minor in 334 BC. That event marked the end of the Persian Empire and the rise of Greece. From there to 
the restoration of Jerusalem in 1967 AD, was exactly 2300 years! Alexander started in 334 BC but he did not begin to 
conquer Palestine until a year later in 333 BC. The same thing was true of Nebuchadnezzar in that he started to conquer 
in 607 BC but he did not get to Palestine until about 606 BC. In both places, the starting of the conquering army began 
a process in which one world empire was defeated and another rose to take its place, gaining control of the Holy Land. 
In both places, this is counted from the start, and not from the actual completed conquering.  
 

50 Years of Complete Desolation not 70 
The only other thing that we have to explain if we make this choice is that instead of 70 years of complete 
destruction we would only have about 50 years. As we can see above the other writers had no problem with 
treating this as a series of desolations that only became total at the carrying away to Babylon. What we see 
is that the only way that we would get a full 70 years is if we counted from the time that Israel first lost 
their national sovereignty to Egypt at the battle of Megiddo and the death of Josiah. We then get exactly 70 
years to the point of time that Daniel is asking the question in Daniel chapter 9.  
 
Since those who think we need to change our chronology do not dispute the fact that there was not 70 years 
of total destruction, and they agree that it was a series of desolations, we are not going to discuss it here, 
but a little further onward in this document. The changes that we have made up to this point have 
canceled themselves out in regard to this end of the age so that all of the original chronology is intact 
and the patterns of the wheels within wheels are not disrupted either! But there are still some other issues 
that we need to consider such as the Jubilees and the seven-year Sabbath law. 
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A Fifty-Year Jubilee 
Before we consider the 7 X 70 Sabbath years, we wish to establish that we think that the Jubilee cycles 
were 50 years. Some are making the argument that this cycle was actually 49 years and not 50 as the 
second volume presents. This question is very important to our discussion of the chronology. We favor the 
50-year Jubilee because it fits together with the second volume chronology and in addition we see that the 
Wheels within Wheels chronology of 2500-year cycles supports the 50-year jubilees and not the 49-year 
jubilee cycle. The 2500-year pattern would not work with a 49-year jubilee cycle as far as we can see.  
 
There is some biblical evidence that is said to support a 49-year Jubilee. Some refer to the 30th year in 
Ezekiel chapter 1:1 saying that it supports a 49-year Jubilee, because it is supposedly the 30th year of a 
Jubilee cycle which would have ended at the vision of the temple in Ezekiel 40:1. That would place the 
beginning of the Jubilee in the 18th year of Josiah’s reforms. That Josiah began his reforms there is said to 
be because of the Jubilee year there. There are a couple of problems with that argument in that the 
scriptures do not mention a Jubilee year at all. If that was the reason that Josiah began his reforms we think 
that the scriptures would have said so. The scriptures only state that this was one of the biggest Passover 
celebrations ever.  
2 Chr 35:18-19) 18 And there was no passover like to that kept in Israel from the days of Samuel the 
prophet; neither did all the kings of Israel keep such a passover as Josiah kept, and the priests, and the 
Levites, and all Judah and Israel that were present, and the inhabitants of Jerusalem. 
19 In the eighteenth year of the reign of Josiah was this passover kept. (KJV) 
                 
The scriptures tell us that the book of the Lord was found in the temple at that time during its restoration, 
with all of the warnings against the people because they had not kept the law. That is the reason that the 
reforms were instituted and the Passover kept, not that it was a Jubilee year.  
II Ki 22:9-10) 9 And Shaphan the scribe came to the king, and brought the king word again, and said, Thy 
servants have gathered the money that was found in the house, and have delivered it into the hand of them 
that do the work, that have the oversight of the house of the LORD. 
10 And Shaphan the scribe shewed the king, saying, Hilkiah the priest hath delivered me a book. And 
Shaphan read it before the king. (KJV) 
II Ki 23:21 And the king commanded all the people, saying, Keep the passover unto the LORD your God, 
as it is written in the book of this covenant. (KJV) 
 
Another reference that is offered as proof of a 49 year Jubilee cycle, is a prophecy in Isaiah 37:30 in which 
the sign given would be that they would first eat what grew of itself, the same the second year and then in 
the third year sow ye, and reap and plan vineyards. But again this could be interpreted differently, in that 
we could say that the Lord was only giving them the amount of time that would transpire before their 
enemies would be gone. Again we see that the evidence is inconclusive. For that reason we have concluded 
that there is no positive statement in the bible that will settle this question for us, except for the statement 
given in the law that supports the 50-year Jubilee.  
 
In researching this topic elsewhere, we found that there are two different opinions on the original Jubilee 
cycle length. We find that the opinions are about equally divided as to whether the Jubilees were 50 or 49 
years as originally given by God. Both sides offer evidence for their particular opinion from the bible. One 
Jewish source, “The Online Jewish Encyclopedia”, said that as originally given, the Jubilees were 50 years, 
but that after all of the tribes were carried away, the 50th Jubilee year was dropped out of the calculation, 
because the original commandment said that “all” should participate in the jubilee release, and they “all” 
could not, since some did not return from captivity. That idea matches the calculations as found in the 
second volume, where 50 years was used before the desolation, and 49 afterward. That idea seems to fit 
with history and seems to be a likely way that the Jews would have interpreted the scriptures regarding the 
Jubilee. 
http://www.jewishencyclopedia.com/view.jsp?artid=18&letter=S 
 
At the same time, we see that God himself did not stop counting the Jubilees as 50 years, because that 
calculation was needed to show where the antitype was to be fulfilled, 50 x 50 =2500. In calculating the 
starting time of the 70 weeks, later in this discussion, we will see that a 50 year Jubilee calculation points to 
the year in which the seventy times seven year Sabbath cycles needed to begin, in order to have the 

http://www.jewishencyclopedia.com/view.jsp?artid=18&letter=S
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Messiah cut off in the midst of the last week. That calculation allows the 490 years to begin in 455 BC, 
exactly where needed, even if the decree was given 4 years earlier than the second volume gives, as some 
think. That solution works, as we will see because you would not start counting the 490 years until the start 
of the next seven-year Sabbath year, which was 455 BC.  
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7 X 70 Sabbath Years 
One other thing that we want to mention here is that according to Jeremiah, Judah needed to atone for 70 
missed Sabbath years. How the figure of 70 Sabbaths is calculated is somewhat interesting, in that it seems 
to confirm the length of the period of the kings for us. We see that there were exactly 70 x 7 yr Sabbaths or 
490 years that reach from the reign of king Saul, until Josiah was killed and Egypt took control of Israel. 
This is similar to the idea that there should have been a total of 70 x 50 = 3500 years of Jubilee’s. While 
this idea is interesting, there is a question regarding it that requires some explanation. The problem is that 
this idea at first appears to only work with a 49 year Jubilee cycle, which would have 7 X 7 Sabbaths in 
each cycle, but we have just seen a good line of reasoning as to why the original Jubilee cycles were most 
likely 50 years long or 7 X 7 = 49 + 1.  
 
When looking into this we found that the reference in Exodus to the Sabbath law below, in chapter 21, does 
not mention the Jubilee cycles at all. In addition, if we look at what Jeremiah says, we see that he does not 
mention the Jubilee’s at all either! 
Jer 34:13-17) 13 Thus saith the LORD, the God of Israel; I made a covenant with your fathers in the day 
that I brought them forth out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondmen, saying, 
14 At the end of seven years let ye go every man his brother an Hebrew, which hath been sold unto thee; 
and when he hath served thee six years, thou shalt let him go free from thee: but your fathers hearkened 
not unto me, neither inclined their ear. 
15 And ye were now turned, and had done right in my sight, in proclaiming liberty every man to his 
neighbour; and ye had made a covenant before me in the house, which is called by my name: 
16 But ye turned and polluted my name, and caused every man his servant, and every man his handmaid, 
whom ye had set at liberty at their pleasure, to return, and brought them into subjection, to be unto you for 
servants and for handmaids. 
17 Therefore thus saith the LORD; Ye have not hearkened unto me, in proclaiming liberty, every one to his 
brother, and every man to his neighbour: behold, I proclaim a liberty for you, saith the LORD, to the 
sword, to the pestilence, and to the famine; and I will make you to be removed into all the kingdoms of the 
earth. (KJV)  
 
Exod 21:1-2)1 Now these are the judgments which thou shalt set before them. 
2 If thou buy an Hebrew servant, six years he shall serve: and in the seventh he shall go out free for 
nothing.  
Deut 15:12 And if thy brother, an Hebrew man, or an Hebrew woman, be sold unto thee, and serve thee 
six years; then in the seventh year thou shalt let him go free from thee. (KJV) 
 
The religious leaders of Israel had perverted this law in that they did not release their Hebrew slavers every 
seven years, as they should have. In addition the land was to be given rest during the seventh year, although 
if anything grew of itself it was allowed that it could be eaten. Evidently the Israelites did not rest the land 
when they should have as this was part of the problem referred to by Jeremiah. Any debts that had been 
accumulated were not to be collected on the seventh year, but Alfred Edersheim says that they used 
something called the Prosbul to get around it and allow the creditor to collect the debt. That is why 
Jeremiah said that the land would be forced to rest for seventy years. 
 
In accordance to the above law, we see that the 70 X 7 yr Sabbath punishment did not count the Jubilee 
years and thereby reached exactly to the death of Josiah and the loss of national existence. It appears that 
this first phase of the punishment was intended to get them to reform so that further punishment would not 
be necessary. As we can see from the bible account of the events that occurred during that time, they were 
not repentant and that necessitated further punishment.  
 
That we don’t count the Jubilee years in this application of this prophecy, is the same method as the 
calculation of the Daniel chapter 9 prophecy regarding the seventy sevens of years pointing to the time of 
Christ and the cutting off of the Messiah in the midst of the last week. That prophecy was given in response 
to Daniels question about the same 70 year of punishment that we are considering here. That seventy times 
seven of years were to be in addition to the seventy that Daniel had just inquired about. Since that prophecy 
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does not take into consideration the Jubilee years, we should not expect this one to either, since both sets of 
calculations are in regard to the same topic, the punishment of the seventy Sabbaths. 
 
There is an interesting possible second application to this prophecy, in that if we do count the 10 Jubilee 
years that would have fallen during that 490 year period, we would come very close to the date that 
Nebuchadnezzar removed Jehoiakim and then secondly Jehoiachin and put Zedekiah in his place, 598.25-
597.25 BC, The year 599.25 –598.25 BC that the 10 years reaches to, is about 1 year short of that date, but 
since we have not counted the 6 months of Jehoiachin that would make the dating 6 months earlier or 
598.75-597.75 BC. Since that is only 6 months off our target date and if we considered that 
Nebuchadnezzar may have started out for Jerusalem earlier than the date of removal, it appears that this 
second application of the prophecy is applicable also. If this second application is correct, it would indicate 
that God first punished them by taking their national sovereignty away and when that did not reform them, 
he next removed all the temple vessels along with their ruling class. 
 
The third and final punishment which was the destruction of the city and the temple, is pointed to by the 
390 years of Ezekiel 4:5. That is the year that the siege of the city began. Two years later the city and the 
temple were destroyed.  
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land with that view either! One of the confusing things about this situation that some don’t realize that 
makes things even more interesting, is that there are actually two different 70-year periods of punishment 
found in the bible. The first one was on the land and the second one was on the temple. If you look at the 
table on the next page, you will see that the 490 years that we just discussed in the previous section, marks 
the beginning of the first 70. The beginning of the second 70 was marked by the 390 years of Ezekiel 
chapter 4. 
 
See the two layouts on the next two pages for a diagram explanation of how all this fits together. We will 
then explain what you are seeing in further discussion afterward. The diagrams make it clear that the 
situation was more complex than what is normally thought. The pattern and the consistency of the time 
period, is more obvious in the second diagram, where we see that everything fits together in an intricate, 
but patterned method typical of the Heavenly Fathers work.  
 
In regard to the dates in these tables here and elsewhere in this booklet, we need to mention that we think 
that our Heavenly Father has allowed for a little deviation from perfection. We suggest that a date can be 
up to 6 months off and still be correct. The deciding factor seems to be if a number can be rounded off with 
less than 6 months to the number that it needs to be, it can then be considered correct. For example, the 
two-year periods that we think overlap the ends of the 70’s that you will see in the second table, are in 
some places slightly more than 2 years, and in other places slightly less than 2. But they can all be rounded 
to 2.
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A Table showing the 2520’s and the 70’s 
 
 

1099.25BC Period of the Kings begins with King Saul  
  

  
979.25 BC 10-2 tribe split into Israel and Judah Begin 390 yr for Israel. 
  
  
627.25-626.25 BC Jeremiah’s first year of warnings of destruction. Begin 40 yr for Judah. 
  
610.25 – 609.25 BC Babylon begins to conquer. 2520 to Agadir incident in 1911 AD. 
609.25 BC Using a 49-year Jubilee cycle, there would have been 70 Sabbaths 

of seven years only. 70x7=490 years. End of 490-year period.  
Begin punishment for failure to keep Sabbaths in next year. 
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5 - 608.25 BC 
year of 

kim. 

King Josiah was killed. Babylon defeats Assyria. Israel becomes 
vassal state to Egypt. He was last independent king of Judah. There is 
a 2-year overlap on both ends of this 70, this overlap to 607 BC. 

5 - 606.25 BC Nebuchadnezzar first attack against Egypt. 2520 to WW1 
5 – 605.25 BC 3rd year of Jehoiakim 2520 to 1914 AD. First attack against Jerusalem? 
5 – 604.25 BC Egypt defeated. Second possibility of first attack on Jerusalem. 
5 – 602.25 BC Nebuchadnezzar declared head of gold. 2520 to Belfour declaration. 

1917.75 AD or 1918! 
5 – 597.25 BC Using a 50 year Jubilee cycle would bring you to the attack by Neb, 

which removed Jehiakim. 70 Sabbath years x7=490+10 Jubiloee years 
 

5 – 588.25 BC Siege of Jerusalem begins. This is 390 years from split between the 
tribes. Ezekiel 4:5 There is a 2-year overlap on both ends of this 70, 
this 2 year overlap to city and temple destruction. 

5 – 586.25 BC Siege of Jerusalem ends. Temple and city destroyed. 
 
 

5 – 538.25 BC End first 70 years. This was 70 for Babylon and nations. Jer 25:9-12 
This was a civil power and land punishment for 70 years. 1st year 
of Darius the Mede. Daniel prays and says that the 70 has ended and 
asks when they will be allowed to return. 

5 – 536.25 BC Decree of Cyrus returns the Jewish people back to Palestine, end 2-
year overlap. 
 
 

5 – 518.25 BC Second year of Darius the Persian. Rebuilding resumes a second time. 
This is 70 years from beginning of siege. There is a 2 year overlap on 
both ends of this 70. The first year is the year most likely intended.  
This was an ecclesiastical punishment for 70 years. 

5 – 516.25 BC Seventy years since the destruction of temple. Zech 7:5. This is in the 
fourth year of Daruis the Persian, who is different than Darius the 
Mede. This is the end of the 2 year overlap. 

5-514.25 BC Temple finished. 
 
 

25 AD Nations of Europe begin to prepare for war. 
3.5 years overlap 

75 AD WW1 breaks out in August of 1914. 
3.5 years overlap 

25 AD Belfour declaration. A restored Jewish State proposed by England. 
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The Two 70-Year Periods Are Part of a Ten Step Pattern 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2   2 

 

390 

 

490 
6
1
0
.
2
5
B
C

C

70 

 

5
3
8
.

40 

 

2 1 

2520 

M 
I 
D 
S 
T 
 
Of 
Y 
E 
A 
R 
S 

C

20 

3 6 7 10 9 4 5 8 

C

1. Starting from left t
Assyria.  

 
2. Next at 608.25 BC 

years calculated u
Babylon also took 
we use a 50-year Ju
to the year just befo

 
3. The next date is 60

because they were 
to deal with the Ge
to the end of Adam

 
4. Moving to the poin

years for Ecclesiast
 
5. The next point is th

years from Ezekiel
siege. 

 
6. The first 70 years 

29:10, 2 Chron 36:2
an additional 70 we

 
7. In the second year 

The rebuilding of t
to remain in the lan

 
8. At the end of the 

temple, the king of 
 
9. Two years after th

nation. Zech 8:3 T
Jerusalem shall be c

 
10. In the sixth year of

6:15 
 
Note-The last or third 70-ye
symmetrical pattern, but beg
completed. Neh 1:1, 2:1-9. We
 

6
0
6
.
2
5
B
C

o right at the first b

is the end of the yea
sing seven year Sa
Assyria in this same
bilee to calculate th
re 598.25 BC, whic

6.25 BC, is when B
a vassal state of Egy
ntile nations. This is
s first 1000-year day

t marked by the 39
ical punishment. Ze

e actual destruction
 chapter 4. Since it 

ends at 538.25 BC 
1, and Dan 9:2. Th
eks.  

after this prayer Cy
he temple and the c
d. This date is more

second seventy, wh
Persia is petitioned 

e start of the re-bui
hus saith the LOR
alled a city of truth;

 Darius, four years 

ar period on the ch
ins where that patt
 have included it be
2

C
 

2
5
B
C

ox with 2 in it, we have 610.25 BC, the date tha

r that Egypt conquered Judah, killing king Josia
bbath cycles, reaches to the beginning of that 
 year or perhaps just before this. Begin the 40-y
e 70 years of punishment instead of the 7 X 70 Sa
h was when Jehoiakim was removed.  

abylon first attacked Palestine and Egypt, invo
pt at the time. Begin 2520 to 1914 AD where Chr
 also 360 x 7 or 360 Sabbaths or 2520 years, whic
. 

0 years from Ezekiel chapter 4, we come to the 
ch 1:12, 7:5. We will cover this prophecy later. 

 of the city and the temple in the year of 586.25 
happened during this year it would have been sl

and the destruction of Babylon.  This 70 years
is is where Daniel prays in chapter 9 and the ang

rus issues the decree allowing the Jewish people 
ity begin, but their enemies stop them, Ezra 4:23
 properly the date that the rebuilding ceased, Ez

ich is seventy years from the beginning of the 
to allow the rebuilding again. Ezra 4:24, 5:4 Hag

lding at the end of the second seventy, God says
D; I am returned unto Zion, and will dwell in t
 and the mountain of the LORD of hosts the holy m

after second start of the re-building the house of 

art, which begins in the sixth year of Darius, 
ern ends and points to the date that the city an
cause there is an interesting ratio between the date w
2

1
9
70
70
20
20
2520 

1
3
.

t Babylon b

h. The end 
year. 2 Kin
ear ministr
bbaths, we

lving Juda
ist the seco
h is the sam

siege of Jer

BC. This is 
ightly more

 is from Je
el tells him 

to return to
-24. The pe

ra 3:8. 

siege of Je
 1:1-4, 14-15

 that he ha
he midst o
ountain. Ze

the Lord is

is not part 
d the walls
here the 49
5
1
4
.
2
5
B

5
8
6
.
2
5
B

2
2
C 7
5
A
D

6
2
6
.
2
5
B

egan to conque

of the 7x70 = 49
gs 23:29, 33-3

y of Jeremiah. 
 see that it poin

h in the strugg
nd Adam, begin
e distance, bac

usalem. Begin 7

the end of the 4
 than a two-yea

remiah 25:11-1
that there will b

 their homelan
ople are allowe

rusalem and th
, 2:10 

s returned to th
f Jerusalem: an
ch 7:5, 8: 

 completed. Ezr

of the darkene
 with gates wer
0 years of Dani
4
4
4
.
2
5
B

4
5
4
.
2
5
B

r 

0 
5. 
If 
ts 

le 
s 
k 

0 

0 
r 

2, 
e 

d. 
d 

e 

e 
d 

a 

d 
e 

el 



Two Seventy year Periods of Punishment 
 

21

chapter 9 starts and the beginning and the ending of that seventy, which we will explain a little later. The decree to rebuild would have 
been either in 457.75-456.75 BC or in 454.25 BC, and either of those dates would have fallen into that 70 year period. We think 
454.25 is the correct stating point for the 490 years even though 458.25 BC may have been the actual decree. We will explain later 
how that could be and still keep the midst of the week pointing to 33 AD. The end of the 70 years is when Nehemiah was given 
permission to rebuild the gates of the city. 

 

Two Seventy-Year Punishments 
In the table above, there are two 70-year periods related to the punishment of Judah. The third one in the diagram above 
is not related directly to the punishment and has to do more with the date that the 490 years of Daniel chapter 9 begins 
so we will discuss that one later. The first seventy started when Josiah was killed and Judah lost control over their 
country and land to Egypt. The second seventy started at the destruction of the city and the temple. The above table 
shows the relationship of the two 70 year periods to each other. There is a symmetrical pattern related to each 70 year 
period, that is made up of two year overlaps at the ends of each 70 year period and a 20 year overlap between the two 
70 year time periods.  
 
That there are two well-defined 70-year periods in this historical area makes it hard to determine exactly which one 
fulfilled the 70 year Sabbath punishment. While we have come to the conclusion that the 70-year period that Jeremiah 
predicted for the time of power for Babylon is definitely the first seventy, it’s not so certain that this is actually the one 
that completely fulfilled the Sabbath punishment, even though the chronicler in 2 Chronicles chapter 36 seems to say 
that it is. We know that at least one of these time periods is the right one, but which one has caused us to re-write this 
section several times. If it is the first period as we are inclined to think at the present time, we have to do some 
explaining in regard to the term desolation, since many think that the 70 years was to be a total desolation of the land.  
 
We do not fault anyone who comes to the other conclusion and decides that the Sabbath punishment falls on the temple 
and the city at the second seventy years. For a time we thought that the second seventy was the correct choice since the 
temple and the city did remain desolate, even after they had returned at the decree of Cyrus for another 18-20 years, as 
you can see from the diagrams above. There is a problem with that view in that the people were allowed to return at the 
decree of Cyrus and as far as we can determine they remained in the land, even though they were not allowed to re-
build the city or the temple until the later date. So even in that situation you would not be able to claim that the land 
was totally empty and desolate for 70 years.  
 
We are going to proceed with the idea that the first 70 years fulfilled the Sabbath punishment, but even then there is 
some very good evidence that the second seventy is a different aspect of their punishment as we will explain. Since the 
desolations came like travail upon a woman, just as Jeremiah predicted, we see that there is some argument that could 
be made, that just as it took some time for the country to be completely overwhelmed, that it should take the same 
amount of time for it to be restored. Looking at the pattern above, that actually seems to be true. It appears that the land 
or civil power was desolated first and then the temple and the city were taken 20 years later. The order of restoration is 
exactly the same during the return with the people coming back first, restoring civil power and then the temple and the 
city was restored second, twenty years later.  
 
The reason that we think the 70 Sabbaths began at the earlier time is that the Sabbaths were to be punishment for them 
not keeping the Sabbath rest for the land every seven years. When they lost their national sovereignty to Egypt, they 
lost control over the land and so that was the beginning of their punishment, and that only partially ended 70 years later 
when the people were able to return at the decree of Cyrus. Even after Egypt took control of the country initially they 
could have repented, but since they did not, God next destroyed the city and the temple and again it took 70 years for 
that to be restored. So what we see is that there were two periods of punishment, the first as predicted by Jeremiah was 
upon the land, the second was upon the city and the religious leaders and was predicted by Ezekiel. See earlier in this 
document for reasoning as to how God calculated 70 X 7 Sabbaths and how that reached to the death of Josiah.. 
 

Where is the 70 years of Total Desolation? 
If we think that there is no problem with the traditional view, and that all we have to do is stick with that view and we 
will have a complete 70 year period in which to rest the land with no inhabitant in it, then we have missed a rather 
obvious problem. We will consider this in more detail later, but the scriptures specifically state that Nebuchadnezzar 
left the poor of the land in Judah to be vinedressers after he destroyed the city and the temple. He did come back 4 
years later and remove more people, but it does not say that he took them all. Even if he did, that would make us at 
least 4 years short of a complete 70-year desolation. So from that alone it should be obvious that the desolation had to 
be something other than the total removal of the people from the land.  
 
The scriptures do not actually say that the land would have to lie completely desolate for 70 years. They only say that 
the time of Babylon’s power and Judah’s punishment would be 70 years. They do say that all the time that it lay 
desolate, it would keep its Sabbaths. They do not say that the land would have to fulfill 70 Sabbaths, although we don’t 
disagree that it did fulfill seventy of them. The scriptures do not say that the land would lie totally desolate for 70 years 
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without absolutely any inhabitants. There are some misconceptions as well as some mistranslations that try to make it 
sound like that is true, but as we will see, the verses that seem to say that can be understood to indicate otherwise. 
 
As we investigated this, we found that the scriptures actually considered Judah and Jerusalem desolate or at least 
partially desolated at the beginning of the first 70-year time period, when Judah lost their national sovereignty starting 
with the death of Josiah and the capture of the country by Egypt. In Jeremiah 25, which was in the fourth year of 
Jehoiakim, we find a statement in which Jeremiah says that the nation and the land were already desolate at the 
time that it was taken by Nebuchadnezzar. Jer 25:17-19) 17 Then took I the cup at the LORD's hand, and made all 
the nations to drink, unto whom the LORD had sent me: 
18 To wit, Jerusalem, and the cities of Judah, and the kings thereof, and the princes thereof, to make them a 
desolation, an astonishment, an hissing, and a curse; as it is this day; 
19 Pharaoh king of Egypt, and his servants, and his princes, and all his people; (KJV) 
 
Since this was in the fourth year of Jehoiakim, and we see that God considered the nation to be desolate already at that 
time, we need to ask the question, how can that be? First of all we see that by this time they had already lost their 
national sovereignty to Egypt at the beginning of Jehoiakim’s reign.   
 
In addition at the time of this prophecy in the fourth year, we find that Jerusalem had already been under attack by 
Nebuchadnezzar. In Daniel 1:1-2 it tells us that he had come to Jerusalem and that he had taken some of the temple 
vessels and some of the people to Babylon in Jehoiakim’s third year. Some think that the third year of Jehoiakim 
mentioned in Daniel is actually the fourth year, but even if that’s correct, that would still agree with what verses 17-18 
are saying, namely that God considered the city and the nation to be desolate already at the time of the prophecy, which 
was the fourth year. Since there was still most of the people left in the land at the time, it should be fairly obvious that a 
completely empty land was not necessary to make a country desolate. Judah still had a king at that time but he was 
subject to Nebuchadnezzar and had to pay tribute.  
 
As we mentioned first, we think that besides the desolation of Jerusalem that Daniel 1:1-2 mentions in regard to the 
third year, the actual punishment started with the loss of their sovereignty to Egypt when Josiah died. To support that 
we find that there is a parable in regard to the princes of Israel, recorded in Ezekiel that mentions the taking of a young 
lion to Egypt first and then the second taking of another young lion to Babylon second. That seem to confirm that God 
considered that the punishment began there.  
Ezek 19:1-9 (1 Moreover take thou up a lamentation for the princes of Israel, 
2 And say, What is thy mother? A lioness: she lay down among lions, she nourished her whelps among young lions. 
3 And she brought up one of her whelps: it became a young lion, and it learned to catch the prey; it devoured men. 
4 The nations also heard of him; he was taken in their pit, and they brought him with chains unto the land of 
Egypt. 
5 Now when she saw that she had waited, and her hope was lost, then she took another of her whelps, and made him a 
young lion. 
6 And he went up and down among the lions, he became a young lion, and learned to catch the prey, and devoured 
men. 
7 And he knew their desolate palaces, and he laid waste their cities; and the land was desolate, and the fulness thereof, 
by the noise of his roaring. 
8 Then the nations set against him on every side from the provinces, and spread their net over him: he was taken 
in their pit. 
9 And they put him in ward in chains, and brought him to the king of Babylon: they brought him into holds, that 
his voice should no more be heard upon the mountains of Israel. (KJV) 
 
If the 70 years of Jeremiah actually started counting from the death of Josiah, that would make it an exact 70 years to 
the time of Daniel and his prayer. If we started the desolations from the first conquest by Nebuchadnezzar, as many 
commentators do, we would actually reach to the proclamation of Cyrus. The only problem with doing that is that the 
angel did not tell Daniel that he was wrong in thinking that the 70 years was up at the time of his prayer and for that 
reason the 2 years earlier date seems to be the correct place to start from, as Daniel must have decided when he began 
his prayer at that time.  
 
In the diagram above we see that either time period is 70 years. Most commentators favor the second 70 because it 
starts with Babylon. The only way that we would be able to take the second time period would be if we assumed a 
literal 70 weeks further time as the angel says, the only problem with that interpretation is that the rest of the prophecy 
does not support that, since the laying of the foundation of the temple and the other things mentioned in the prophecy 
did not occur until many years later. For that reason we prefer to think that Daniel counted correctly from the capture 
by Egypt, and that the seventy was up when he said it was in his prayer. Egypt was actually on the way to help Assyria 
survive an attack by Babylon when it took Judah. They were not successful and Assyria fell shortly after that time. 
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Some commentators think that Egypt was going to make war with Assyria, but we don’t think that is correct. We agree 
more with the Wycliff Commentary, which thinks they were going to help Assyria survive further attacks by Babylon. 
2 Chronicles 35:20-21 
 [After all this]; i. e., in 608 B. C. (Thiele, [Mysterious Numbers,] pp. 158-160). Necho (II) king of Egypt 
came up. The Pharaohs of the Twenty-sixth Dynasty made an active bid to succeed to the rule of the Assyrian empire. 
Nineveh fell in 612; and the Egyptians opposed Babylon's claim to the spoil by going up "on behalf of (not, [against]) 
the king of Assyria, to the river Euphrates" (<2 Kin 23:29>), at the westernmost point of which lay the key city of 
[Carchemish]. 21. I come not against thee. Necho wished merely to march along the Palestinian coast, so as to meet 
the house wherewith I have war, namely the Babylonian army under the crown-prince Nebuchadr (n) ezzar. God 
commanded me to make haste. This was probably no more than diplomatic doubletalk on Necho's part (cf. on <2 Chr 
2:11; 32:12>). (from Wycliffe Commentary) 
 
Not only did Judah lose their national sovereignty at the time of Josiah, but we think at that point in time God had 
judged them guilty of past transgressions and of not repenting from them, and that was why he had allowed the first of 
a series of calamities to come upon them. II Ki 23:33-35)33 And Pharaoh-nechoh put him in bands at Riblah in the 
land of Hamath, that he might not reign in Jerusalem; and put the land to a tribute of an hundred talents of silver, and 
a talent of gold. 
34 And Pharaoh-nechoh made Eliakim the son of Josiah king in the room of Josiah his father, and turned his name to 
Jehoiakim, and took Jehoahaz away: and he came to Egypt, and died there. 
35 And Jehoiakim gave the silver and the gold to Pharaoh; but he taxed the land to give the money according to the 
commandment of Pharaoh: he exacted the silver and the gold of the people of the land, of every one according to his 
taxation, to give it unto Pharaoh-nechoh. (KJV) 
 
Some might still try to say that the Lord was not looking at the start of the 70 years from the loss of national 
sovereignty, but that he required that there be 70 years of total desolation. One argument against that reasoning is that if 
we come to this end of the age, we find that there is an exact reverse parallel to the events of how they lost their land in 
the time of Babylon. From the time that they could own land again in Palestine until the war for independence broke 
out was likewise 70 years. Depending on what events we look at, there is an approximate 70 years until the war is won, 
and the United Nations declares Israel to be a legal nation of the world. So again from the time that the Jewish people 
could own land again in Palestine until they began to become a nation was 70 years. This was the reverse order from 
what happened in the time of Babylon. There they lost their national existence and were able to return to Palestine and 
own land 70 years later. Here on this end of the age they were first able to return to Palestine and own land, and then it 
took 70 years for them to get their national existence back. That this predicts exactly when Israel returned as a nation, is 
a powerful argument for it being the correct starting point for the 70 years. As we have seen there was also a 70-year 
period involved in the restoration of the temple. See the table below. 
 

70 Years in the Land and Sovereignty of a Nation 
70 years in the Destruction of the Temple 

608.75- BC  Judah lost their national 
existence and control of the land to 
Egypt when Josiah is killed. 

1877.25 AD Jewish people can now own land in 
Palestine. 
First Jewish colony established in 
Israel. 

607.75 BC Jehoiakim is appointed as first 
vassal king 
 

1878.25 AD American Jewish congress. 
Expreses desire to restore Israel’s 
national existance or at least a 
homeland for the Jewish people. 

    
586.75 BC Temple Destroyed 1896.25 AD Jewish Zionist congress convenes 

Zionism is advocated. 
    
538.75 BC The 70 years is up, Daniel prays 

asking why they have not returned. 
Angel says that there would be 
another 70 weeks 

1947.25 AD It is now 70 years since Jewish people 
could own land in Palestine. War 
breaks out for control over Palestine. 
Jewish national existence declared. 

537.25 BC 1-2 years later Decree of Cyrus 
Jewish people can now own land 
in Palestine 

1948.75 AD The war for independence is won. The 
UN declares Israel a nation. 

    
516.75 BC Temple is finished. 1966.25 AD Jerusalem restored in 6-day war. 

Entire city and Temple site 
recaptured. End second 2300. 

70 

70 
70 

70 
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Judah starting at the time of Josiah, suffered the beginning of a series of desolations that would eventually totally 
destroy it and the temple. That Nebuchadnezzar came to Jerusalem before he attacked Egypt at Carchemish seems to 
be indicated in Jer, where God says that he would start at the city called by his name.  
Jer 25:29  For, lo, I begin to bring evil on the city which is called by my name, and should ye be utterly unpunished? Ye 
shall not be unpunished: for I will call for a sword upon all the inhabitants of the earth, saith the LORD of hosts.(KJV) 
Another point in favor of Judah being attacked first, is that in the prophecy in verses 18-19, Egypt is mentioned after 
Jerusalem, so we assume that after he finished with Jerusalem he then went to Egypt, where he defeated them at 
Carchemish. So while we are weak on historical proof for this event, as we will see later there is some circumstantial 
evidence that indicates this is a possibility. 
 
No matter when it happened, we don’t think that the city was totally defeated that first time, but as we will explain later 
we think that Jehoiakim perhaps surrendered and made a deal with Nebuchadnezzar so that he could remain on the 
throne. Neb most likely agreed to that arrangement because he did not want to wear out his army before he attacked 
Egypt, who was a much bigger military threat. Jehoiakim may have decided to side with Nebuchadnezzar, since Egypt 
had control of Judah at the time and he probably hoped that the resulting battle would free him, possibly hoping that the 
two forces would destroy or weaken each other.  
 
The desolation that began there did not need to be a complete removal from the land at first, but they only needed to 
lose control over the land for it to be called a desolation. As was predicted in the original prophecy in Leviticus, they 
were warned that if they didn’t change their ways after God first chastised them, he was only then going to then remove 
them completely from the land. He gave them some time to reflect upon why they were being punished, and when they 
did not repent, he did remove them completely at the destruction of Jerusalem and the temple. The chastisement and the 
removal were both part of the punishment. The total removal from the land happened at the start of the second 70-year 
period that began at the destruction of Jerusalem, during which the temple lay destroyed completely for 70 years. While 
that was not the 70 years that Jeremiah had predicted, it was a time of punishment that Ezekiel chapter 4 had predicted.  
 
As we look at this situation we see that there was a series of desolations that happened in several steps over a period of 
about 19-20 years. An interesting point about this is that as it took about 20 years for them to have become completely 
desolate, it likewise took about 20 years after they returned at the decree by Cyrus for them to be restored to the point 
where the house of God was able to be finished. For that reason, some early writers that we mentioned above, felt that 
the 2520 years should not be limited to a single date such as 607-1914 AD, but that there were a series of events on 
both ends of the age that are parallel to each other. For example, they looked at the fact that from the taking away of the 
ten tribes to the end of the 1260 years in 1799 AD was also 2520 years and that both involved the removal of an 
apostate system. That is the same sort of thing that we see in the book: “The Divine Plan and its Chronology”, in the 
three different patterns of wheels within wheels, the 1845, the 1260-2520, and the 2500.  
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The length of the period of the kings 

One of the time periods that is in dispute is the period of the kings. We have already seen several items that 
show that the period of the Kings has to be the same length as what is found in volume 2 of “Studies in the 
Scriptures”.   As we have seen earlier, that the time period of the Kings has a 7 x 70 = 490-year time 
period that reaches across the problem area seems to confirm that the length of the period of the kings is 
exactly the number of years as recorded in the list of the Kings of Judah, and is the same total of years as 
found in the second volume.  
 
We have also previously presented a triple parallel that covers the time period from the loss of the ten-tribe 
kingdom, until Judah’s destruction by Nebuchadnezzar in 587 BC. Again that table was more evidence that 
the period of Kings during that part of history was the same length as was presented in the second volume. 
That time area is not in dispute as far as we know in regard to the correct count of the years. The table is 
interesting in that it has a triple parallel which covers three different historical times, which confirms that 
the dating is correct for that time area 
 
There is one other prophecy regarding the 390 years from Ezekiel chapter 4 that spans the time from the 
division of the ten tribes until the destruction of Judah. That 390-year prophecy does cover the disputed 
area. In looking at this time period we have found that it also has a triple historical parallel. The table 
reaches across three different historical time areas and has parallel events that correspond across all three 
historical areas. Again we see that this helps to confirm that this time area of the kings is a fixed length that 
can’t be changed. 
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PARALLEL OF THE 390 AND THE 40 YEARS FROM 
EZEKIEL chapter 4:  
 
 
 

This parallel shows that the period of the kings, from the dividing of the kingdom to the siege of Jerusalem is exactly 390 years. 
The overlap of 3 years between the 390 and the 40 is approximate. We used 3 years, but that is actually historically incorrect! In 
the original type, the siege of Jerusalem was only 2 years and a few months long  

 
       2500 YEARS 

(1) APOSTATE ISRAEL (2) APOSTATE JUDAH (3) APOSTATE CHURCH 
10 Tribes divide from 2 
tribes. 
That the 390 works here, 
shows that you can not 
change the length of the 
period of the kings. 
Adding or taking away 1 
or more years destroys this 
parallel and the 390 
application. 

979.75 
BC 

  Alexanders generals and army 
rebel against him, just before 
this date. He is dead in 2 years 
and his kingdom is divided up 
4 ways between the generals. 

324.75 
BC 

Protestants divide from 
Catholics at Diet of 
Worms 

1520.25 
AD 

      
      
Midst of the years. Last 
Jubilee year ends. 
Jeremiah begins 40-
years to destruction 

626.25 
BC 

Jesus begins his ministry. 
Begin 40-year harvest of 
Israel. 

28.75 
AD 

End of 6000. Begin anti-
typical Jubilee. Begin 
40-year harvest. 

1873.75 
AD 

      
Reformer Josiah repaired 
the temple, restored the 
book of the law and held 
Passover. Passover lamb 
would have been eaten. 

 
622.75 
BC 

Spiritual temple started.  
Both new and old song or 
message of new covenant. 
Crucifixtion of lamb of God or 
anti-typical passover. 

 
32.25 
AD 

Messenger Charles 
Russell. Restores bible 
truth. Divine Plan and 
printing of towers begins. 
Ransom explained. 

 
1877.25 
AD 

      
Siege of Jerusalem 
begins. City is surrounded 
for 2+ years. Countryside 
attacked 1 yr earlier? 

 
589.25 
BC 

Rebelion of Israel begins in 
66 AD. This eventually leads to 
the destruction in 69-70 AD. 

 
65.75 
AD 

Siege of Christendom 
begins. All nations 
prepare for war after the 
Agadir crisis in 1911. 

 
1910.75 
AD 

About a 3 year span.  About a 3 year span.  About a 3 year span.  
God withdraws his spirit 
and Judah’s last king 
and the temple is 
destroyed in Aug of this 
year. Ezk 10:18-19, 11:22-
23 

 
586.25 
BC 

Jerusalem temple and ruling 
council is destroyed. Gods 
spirit now rests on the remnant 
and the Gentile replacments. 

 
68.75 
AD 

God withdraws his spirit 
from the nominal 
spiritual house. WW1 
destroys kings that had 
been associated with 
Papacy. 

 
1913.75 
AD 

3
9
0 
Y
E
A
R
S

40 
Y
E
A
R
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                                                                    1845 years 
The only thing that we are uncertain about in this table is the exact events that are pointed to in the time of Alexander 
the Great. It had to be in regard to Greece and Alexander the Great, because the power that was to be broken up had to 
have had control of the holy land at the time. Alexander had conquered the holy land from Persia in 333 BC. We see a 
very interesting datum here, in that it is 2500 years from the beginning of the ministry of Jeremiah at the midst of 
the years, to the harvest at the end of the age, the 2 light gray boxes. There is also the traditional 1845 parallel 
from first advent to second advent, that we already know about from the Studies in the Scriptures, the 2 dark gray 
boxes.   
 
On the next page we are going to present a composite chart, which is a combination of the two triple parallel charts 
that we have previously presented, the one above and the other one earlier in this book. By combining those two charts 
we will see that the entire period of the Kings that is in question, is represented and thus not able to be changed. 
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1845

2520

2500
  Assyria + 
Babylon + 
House Israel 

 Babylon + 
APOSTATE 
HOUSE Judah 

 Rome + 
Apostate Nominal 
Israel 

 Civil Power + 
Apostate Nominal 
House Christianity 

  979.75 
BC 

10 Tribes divide from 2 
tribes. 
 

324.75 
BC 

  Alexanders generals 
and army rebel against 
him, just before this 
date. He is dead in 2 
years and his kingdom 
is divided up 4 ways 
between the generals. 

1520.25 
AD 

Protestants divide from 
Catholics at Diet of 
Worms 

        
721.25 
BC or 
Oct 
722 BC 

10Tribes 
Destroyed losing 
civil power. 

  46.25 
BC 

Israel loses civil power. 
JULIUS CAESAR was 
proclaimed Dictator of 
the World, Herod made 
Governor of Galilee. 
Phaselus governor of 
Jerusalem. 

1798.75 
AD 

Papacy loses control of 
civil power 

691.25 
BC 

Refurbishing 
temple 2Chron 
33:15 

  16.25 
BC 

Refurbishing 
Temple 

1828.75 
AD 

Refurbishing temple 

  626.25 
BC 

Midst of the years. Last 
Jubilee year ends. 
Jeremiah begins 40-
years to destruction 

28.75 
AD 

Jesus begins his 
ministry. Begin 40-year 
harvest of Israel.  

1873.75 
AD 

End of 6000. Begin anti-
typical Jubilee. Begin 
40-year harvest.  

642.75 
BC See 
II Ki 
21:10-
15 

I will wipe 
Jerusalem as a 
dish, turning it 
upside down 

622.75 
BC  

Reformer Josiah repaired 
the temple, restored the 
book of the law and held 
Passover. Passover lamb 
would have been eaten.  

32.25 
AD 

Woe unto literal 
Jerusalem your house is 
left desolate. Spiritual 
temple started.  
Both new and old song 
or message of new 
covenant. Crucifixtion 
of lamb of God or anti-
typical passover. Woe 
unto literal Jerusalem 
your house is left 
desolate. 

1877.25 
AD 

Woe unto spiritual 
Jerusalem your house is 
left desolate. Messenger 
Charles Russell. 
Restores bible truth. 
Divine Plan and 
printing of towers 
begins. Ransom 
explained. Woe unto 
spiritual Jerusalem your 
house is left desolate. 

609.75 
or 610 
BC 

Start Babylon 
Empire and 
conquest of 
Palestine. 
2 Chron 34:1 

589.25 
BC 

Siege of Jerusalem 
begins. City is 
surrounded for 2+ years. 
Countryside attacked 1 yr 
earlier? 

65.25 
or 66 
AD 

Start Jewish Rebellion. 
War with Rome begins. 
Rebelion of Israel 
begins in 66 AD. This 
eventually leads to the 
destruction in 69-70 AD. 

1910.25  
or 
1911AD 

Start of building up to 
war. Agadir incident 
frightened the nations 
into beginning to arm. 
Siege of Christendom 
begins. All nations 
prepare for war after the 
Agadir crisis in 1911. 

        
606.25 
or 607 
BC 

Neb crosses 
Euphrates 
conquering and 
attacks Egypt 
who had control 
of Judah at the 
time. There was 
a reprieve until 
the next year 
because Egypt 
won the first 
battle. 

586.25 
BC 

God withdraws his spirit 
and Judah’s last king 
and the temple is 
destroyed in Aug of this 
year. Ezk 10:18-19, 
11:22-23 

68.75 
or 69 
AD 

Siege of Jerusalem   
temporarily lifted until 
spring of next year. 
Jerusalem temple and 
ruling council is 
destroyed. Gods spirit 
now rests on the remnant 
and the Gentile 
replacments. 

1913.75 
or 1914 
AD 

End gentile times. The 
old world order 
temporarily survives 
until next year. WW1 
begins. God withdraws 
his spirit from the 
nominal spiritual house. 
WW1 destroys kings 
that had been associated 
with Papacy. 

        
605.25 
or 606 
BC 

Egypt loses. 
Jerusalem and 
Judah is taken, 
but allowed to 
exist as a vassal 
state. 

  69.75 
or 70 
AD 

City is breached, temple 
destroyed and Israel is 
scattered except for a 
few holdouts. 

1914.75  
or 1915 
AD 

War gets worse 
engulfing all nations of 
Europe. The old world 
order is largely destroyed 
by this time. 

        
602.75 
or 603 
BC 

Neb victorious in  
Palestine which 
includes Israel, 
all kings fall 
under Babylon’s 
control. Bible 
declares Neb 
head gold. 

  72.25 
or 73 
AD 

Israel totally defeated  
at Masada.  
Rome is victorious. 

1917.25 
or April 
1918 AD 

WW1 ends with 
destruction and defeat 
of kings. Belfour 
declaration declares for 
a restored Israel. 
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Harmonizing the 10 tribe king list with the 2 tribe king list 
One other supposed problem is that it is claimed that it is not possible to harmonize the 10-tribe chronology 
list with the 2-tribe chronology list and keep the chronology the same as what we have in the second 
volume. The revised chronology claims that it is able to harmonize the two lists with the new chronology, 
but we notice that they accomplish this by supposing co-regencies whenever there is a problem. Their 
chronology list is for that reason much shorter than what you will find in the second volume. 
 
We decided to see if we could harmonize the two list, while keeping the 2-tribe list the same number of 
years as what is found in the second volume. We found that it was possible to do that with the exception of 
a few problem areas. In most of those places we could likewise eliminate the problem by assuming co-
regencies and we found that in most of those places that assumption resolved other difficulties. Anything 
that is not a problem we have left for those who want to do a detailed study of the timeline.  So we are 
going to discuss only the problem areas here and their solutions. 
 
 For example, before we assumed a co-regency in several of the troubled areas, the scriptures appeared to 
contradict themselves in most of those places. Once we assumed a co-regency, then the seeming scriptural 
conflicts were eliminated. We see that Jehoshaphat began to reign in the fourth year of Ahab. Since we 
have no problem harmonizing the chronology table up to that point, we can safely say that was in the year 
918.25 BC 
IKing 22:41-42 (41 And Jehoshaphat the son of Asa began to reign over Judah in the fourth year of Ahab 
king of Israel. 
42 Jehoshaphat was thirty and five years old when he began to reign; and he reigned twenty and five years 
in Jerusalem. And his mother's name was Azubah the daughter of Shilhi. (KJV) 
His reign should have then ended in about 893.25 BC. Since we think that the time given for his reign is 
correct, we then need to explain a couple of conflicts with that length of reign. 
 
The first problem is actually fairly easy to explain since the scripture give us the reason although they don’t 
explain completely why. They tell us that in the fifth year Joram, King of Israel, that Jehoram began to 
reign. The reference also tells us that this was while Jehoshaphat was still king. 
II Ki 8:16-17 (16 In the fifth year of Joram son of Ahab king of Israel, when Jehoshaphat was king of 
Judah, Jehoram son of Jehoshaphat began his reign as king of Judah. 
17 He was thirty-two years old when he became king, and he reigned in Jerusalem eight years.(NIV) 
This could not have been the beginning of his 8-year reign because Jehoshaphat was still king for another 8 
years. Another problem if you tried to start his reign earlier, is that his 8-year reign would not reach to 
Ahaziah the next king of Judah. Since there is no doubt that this was a co-regency because the bible even 
tells us that Jehoshaphat was still king when he began, we can safely say that his eight years did not begin 
until after Jehoshaphat died 8 years later. 
 
The kings of Israel during this same time period, have some conflicts, in that the bible appears to contradict 
itself, and so we again need to explain how the seemingly conflicting statements could be true. There are a 
couple of problems in this area. We are told that Ahaziah began to reign in the seventeenth year of 
Jehoshaphat: I King 22:51 Ahaziah the son of Ahab began to reign over Israel in Samaria the seventeenth 
year of Jehoshaphat king of Judah, 902.25-901.25 BC and reigned two years over Israel. The problem 
with this is that if he only reigned 2 years, then we would be short about 1-2 years for Jehoram’s reign, in 
that it would not reach to the next king by that amount. We can possibly pick up one year because of the 
differences in how the two kingdoms counted their reigns. For example in the eighteenth year as counted 
by Israel would actually be the nineteenth year as counted by Judah.  
 
We don’t know for sure which kingdoms method of counting the reigns is being used here. The king 
Ahaziah for Israel seems to fit into the king list with no problem if we assume that the count is being made 
from the ten tribe point of view, and that 18 years would then be 18 + 1 ascension year = 19. For that 
reason we think that is the correct way to look at this. If we don’t do that, Ahaziah would overlap the reign 
of Ahaz by one year, and there is nothing there to indicate that is the case. 
II Ki 3:1 Now Jehoram the son of Ahab began to reign over Israel in Samaria the eighteenth year of 
Jehoshaphat king of Judah, and reigned twelve years. (KJV) 
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II Ki 1:17 So he died according to the word of the LORD which Elijah had spoken. And Jehoram 
reigned in his stead in the second year of Jehoram the son of Jehoshaphat king of Judah; because he had 
no son. (KJV) 
 
That still leaves a problem of 1-2 years, in that Jehoram’s reign could not have began immediately at the 
end of the 2 years assigned to Ahaziah. If we look at the circumstances of that reign, we see that Ahaziah 
fell down through the latticework and was gravely injured. See 2 Kings chapter 1. If we look at the 2 Kings 
1:17 reference above, we notice that it is worded somewhat strange, in that it says that Jehoram reigned “in 
his stead”. In most other places it says that the king died and the other king began to reign. The translations 
of this do not make this clear, but the word in his “stead” means under or beneath.  
8478  tachath (takh'-ath); 
from the same as 8430; the bottom (as depressed); only adverbially, below (often with prepositional prefix 
underneath), in lieu of, etc.:  
KJV-- as, beneath, X flat, in (-stead), (same) place (where ... is), room, for ... sake, stead of, under, X unto, 
X when ... was mine, whereas, [wherefore-], with. 
It appears that when he was injured, that Jehoram reigned under him, in his stead, until he died. The injury 
must have occurred at the end of 2 years as is recorded, but he must have lived the 1-2 years extra needed 
to fullfill the count of time needed so that the time adds up correctly. 
 
Jehoash had to of been in a co regency with Jehoahaz for Israel, since he reigned 3 years longer than the 
thirty and seventh year of Joash king of Judah which this verse assigns to Jehoash’s reign. 
II Ki 13:10 In the thirty and seventh year of Joash king of Judah began Jehoash the son of Jehoahaz to reign 
over Israel in Samaria, (and reigned) sixteen years. (ASV) 
.   
There is a problem in the reign of Azariah, which is adequately explained by Keil and Delitzsch. This is a 
conflict between two different statements in the bible again. We agree with this solution in that it explains 
where the problem comes from. To us, this solution is correct, because just making one simple change 
harmonizes both lists of kings together and removes the conflict. Everything else fits together exactly as 
needed except for the one offending verse. 
2 Kings 15:1-7 (Reign of Azariah (Uzziah) or Judah (cf. 2 Chron 26). - The statement that "in the twenty-
seventh year of Jeroboam Azariah began to reign" is at variance with 2 Kings 14:2,16-17, and 23. If, for 
example, Azariah ascended the throne in the fifteenth year of Joash of Israel, and with his twenty-nine 
years' reign outlived Joash fifteen years (2 Kings 14:2,17); if, moreover, Jeroboam followed his father 
Joash in the fifteenth year of Amaziah (2 Kings 14:23), and Amaziah died in the fifteenth year of 
Jeroboam; Azariah (Uzziah) must have become king in the fifteenth year of Jeroboam, since, according 
to 2 Kings 14:21, the people made him king after the murder of his father, which precludes the supposition 
of an interregnum. Consequently the datum "in the twenty-seventh year" can only have crept into the 
text through the confounding of the numerals Ew (15) with kz (27), and we must therefore read "in the 
fifteenth year." 
(from Keil & Delitzsch Commentary on the Old Testament: New Updated Edition, Electronic Database. 
Copyright (c) 1996 by Hendrickson Publishers, Inc.) 
 
There is one missing11-year period in the 10-tribe list, when there did not appear to be a king after the time 
of Jeroboam for 11 years. Keil & Delitzsch Commentary on the Old Testament assumes that anarchy broke 
out at the time.  
As Jeroboam died in the twenty-seventh year of Uzziah, according to our remarks on 2 Kings 14:29, 
there is an interregnum of eleven years between his death and the ascent of the throne by his son, as almost 
all the chronologists since the time of Usher have assumed. It is true that this interregnum may be set 
aside by assuming that Jeroboam reigned fifty-one or fifty-three years instead of forty-one, without the 
synchronism being altered in consequence. but as it is not very probable that the numeral letters nb 
(OT:5011) or ng should be confounded with m', and as the conflict for the possession of the throne, 
which we meet with after the very brief reign of Zachariah, when taken in connection with various 
allusions in the prophecies of Hosea, rather favours the idea that the anarchy broke out immediately 
after the death of Jeroboam, we regard the assumption of an interregnum as resting on a better 
foundation than the removal of the chronological discrepancy by an alteration of the text. 
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(from Keil & Delitzsch Commentary on the Old Testament: New Updated Edition, Electronic Database. 
Copyright (c) 1996 by Hendrickson Publishers, Inc.) 
It is not as likely that there is a textual error in which Jereboam reigned longer than the 41 years assigned to 
him, but some commentators thin that is the solution..  
2 Kings 14:23 [And reigned forty and one years.] Ewald, Thenius, and others, maintain that an error in the 
Hebrew numeral letters has occurred here-- the duration of Jeroboam's reign having been originally stated 
at 52 or 53 instead of 41 years. But such a supposition is exceedingly improbable, as it implies the mistake 
to be considered as not limited to one, but to have extended to several letters (see the notes at <2 Kin. 
15:8>). (from Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary) 
 
We agree that the most likely solution is that no one held the throne during that time, or it’s possible that a 
usurper took control and after he was disposed his name was removed because of illegitimacy. Because 
Uzziah king of Judah had a very long reign, which bridges this problem area, the problem and solution has 
to be on the ten-tribe side. In order to change anything else we would have to disregard Uzziah’s length of 
reign as well as the many synchronisms between his reign and the several kings that ruled in Israel at the 
same time.  
 
Hoshea king of Israel has two different, conflicting starting years given for him in the bible. Here is the 
explanation from Keil & Delitzsch. 20th yr of Jotham ? 2 K 17:1,6, 15:30 2 Kings 17:1-2 Reign of Hoshea 
King of Israel. - V. 1. In the twelfth year of Ahaz began Hoshea to reign. As Hoshea conspired against 
Pekah, according to 2 Kings 15:30, in the fourth year of Ahaz, and after murdering him made himself 
king, whereas according to the verse before us it was not till the twelfth year of Ahaz that he really became 
king, his possession of the throne must have been contested for eight years. The earlier commentators and 
almost all the chronologists have therefore justly assumed that there was an eight years' anarchy 
between the death of Pekah and the commencement of Hoshea's reign. This assumption merits the 
preference above all the attempts made to remove the discrepancy by alterations of the text, since there is 
nothing at all surprising in the existence of anarchy at a time when the kingdom was in a state of the 
greatest inward disturbance and decay. Hoshea reigned nine years, and "did that which was evil in the 
eyes of Jehovah, though not like the kings of Israel before him" (v. 2). 
(from Keil & Delitzsch Commentary on the Old Testament: New Updated Edition, Electronic Database. 
Copyright (c) 1996 by Hendrickson Publishers, Inc.) 
 
This was the last king of Israel and for that reason there is nothing to synchronize after the ten tribes were 
removed. Only the kingdom of Judah remained after this time. 
 
So looking at this time area, what we have found is that if we take into account all of the above 
explanations regarding the 10-tribe list, it is possible to harmonize the two lists to within a 1-year 
maximum difference. That amount of time is within rounding errors and is also related to the differences of 
how the two kingdoms counted the first year of a king. So while not provable as to it being absolutely 
correct, we see that it is possible to harmonize the two lists.  
 
In addition to a harmonized king list, we also have the 490 and the 390 year time periods that overlap the 
disputed time area that we have explained earlier. That both of those time lengths fit across the disputed 
area and that they reach to the proper place for them to be fulfilled, seems to indicate that we have the right 
amount of time in that area. The 390-year time period is especially convincing because it is actually a triple 
parallel and if we were to take away the time that some think that we should from the period of the kings, 
the triple parallel would become a double parallel because the time period found in kings would no longer 
match the other two later parallels. That all three ages agree is shows that it could not have been an 
accident.  
 
You should notice that the alternate chronology that seeks to remove time from the period of the kings has 
some similar parallels, especially in regard to the two later periods, but they are only double parallels and 
not triple ones like we present here. We say that three witnesses are superior to and overrule two witnesses. 
That is especially true if the three witnesses agree with the two witnesses in regard to their double 
testimony, but they have an additional witness that the other two do not.   
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So in summery we see that we have presented a lot of evidence that shows that the original chronology list 
for the period of the kings as given in volume 2 is correct. We have a 490 and a 390-time span that would 
not work if we subtracted time from the period of the kings. We can also harmonize the 10-tribe list with 
the 2-tribe list, provided that we assume a few co-regencies. Those who advocate the new chronology will 
probably complain about some of the assumptions needed, but in reality, when harmonizing the two lists 
trying to prove their version of the count of time, the same thing was done.  
 
In addition we have the 1845, 1260, 2520, and the 2500 circles of chronology, or wheels within wheels, 
that would not work if we accepted the changes being advocated. Some will again probably say that proves 
that they were not correct in the first place. We can only say that if you examine the chronology cycles and 
the things that they prove regarding the Divine Plan of the Ages, that there is too much there to be a 
coincidence. Yes a monkey could theoretically sit down at a typewriter and come up with the writings of 
Shakespeare, but we can confidently say that it has not happened yet. The wheels within wheels of 
chronology are much more involved than Shakespeare’s writings ever thought of being and they in addition 
confirm the Divine Plan of the Ages and the chronology associated with it. 
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The Period of the Judges 

The other problem area is the period of the Judges in which the chronology revisionists want to remove 
some more time from the total. The reason that it is claimed that this is necessary is because of the 
scriptural reference found in 1 Kings 6:1 in which it says that it has been 480 years from the time that Israel 
came out of Egypt, until the building of the temple.  
 
In addressing this issue we will first show that it is possible to add this time period up and get 450 years for 
the period of the Judges. As far as we know we have a scriptural reference and reason for every number 
that we have put into this list. Here is the conclusion that we have come to in regard to that time period. See 
the list on the next page. After that table we will have several pages of commentary regarding where we got 
the numbers from and how we added the dates up. We will also address the 1 Kings 6:1 question and 
explain why we think that number is showing us something different than what it appears to be. 
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1. The Exodus and wilderness period 40 years 
2. The conquering and then dividing of the land 6 years Nub 10:11-13 Joshua 14:6-10.  
3. We add 20 years for Joshua here, just after the divding of the land. See note 8 for the possibility that this is 

part of the 450 and Samuel’s 20 as judge is not. Jephthah’s 300 years is referring back to the first year that 
anyone tried to recover the land. He is saying that Ammon should have tried to recover the land at the same 
time that Mesopotamia did, if they really thought that it still belonged to them. See note 3. 

4. 1st Servitude (Chushan or Mesopotamian) 8 years. Judges 3:8 
5. Rest by Othaniel 40 years. Judges 3:9-11 
6. 2nd Servitude (Eglon or Moab) 18 years. Judges 3:14 Eglon is same as Ammonites. See notes. 
7. Rest by Ehud 80 years. Judges 3:15, 30 

Shamgar included in 3rd Servitude Judges 3:31, Judges 4:1- No time recorded. 
8.  3rd Servitude ((Jabin) 20 years Judges 4:2. occurs after end Judgeship of Ehud  

Edger says that the Hebrew supports the idea that this 20 occurred during end of Ehud.  
See point 2 below, under “Some things we need to consider”, for two other possible  
solutions to Jabin..  

9. Rest after Barak and Deborah ends in 40 years. Judges 4:4, 5:31 
10. 4th Servitude (Midian) 7 years Judges 6:1 
11. Rest by Gideon 40 years. Judges 6:11-13, 8:28 
12. Usurpation of Abimelech 3 years. Judges 9:22  
13. Judgeship of Tola 23 years. Judges 10:1-2 
14. Judgeship of Jair 22 years. Judges 10:3, 5 The 300 years counts from the first year of the attempt by Ammon 

to get their land back, back to the beginning of the first servitude by Mesopotamian, which was the first 
attempt to recover land after the land had been divided up by Israel. This number is exactly 301 years. 
Jephthah is saying why did they wait 300 years before trying to recover their land. See note 3.See note 9 for 
scripture which proves this is a new oppression. 

First year of servitude to Ammon 
15. 5th Servitude (Ammon) 18 years. Judges 10:8 Jephthah defeats them in 18th yr then becomes  

judge. See note 4. 
16. Jephthah 6 years. Judges 12:7. He becomes judge after defeat of Ammon, see note below. 
17. Judgeship of Ibzan 7 years. Judges 12:7 
18. Judgeship of Elon 10 years. Judges 12:10-11 
19. Judgeship of Abdon 8 years. Judges 12:12-15 
20. 6th Servitude (Philistines) 40 years. Jud 13:1 

20 year judgeship of Sampson included in Philistine oppression. Jud 15:20, 16:30, 31 See note 5. 
21. Judgeship of Eli 40 years. 1 Sam 4:12-18 Its possible the 450 ends here? 
22. Eli Saul connection- Judgeship of Samuel to Saul = 20. 1Sam 8:5, Acts 13:20-21. Ark remained in Kirjath-

Jearim 20 years, 1Sam 7:2. If we count Jabin’s 20 years of oppression as being separate we only need 20 
years to complete the 450 years of Paul. Samuel continues as Prophet during Saul’s kingship, but he is no 
longer judge. See notes 3, 8. This is the most likely the end of 450 years  

? 

23. Reign of Saul 40 years. 
24. Reign of David 40 years 
25. Reign of Solomon to fourth year. 4   See note 6. 
Total of 600 years from Exodus to temple. 

Total time not in control of the land 
1. Conquering of the land 6 years 
2. Chushan Oppression 8 years 
3. Eglan Oppression 18 
4. Jabin Oppression 20 
5. Midian Oppression 7 
6. Abimilac usurps    3 
7. Ammon Oppression 18 
8. Philistine Oppression 40 

Total time not in control of the land 120 
600 – 120 = the 480 years of 1 Kings 6:1 We will explain this further onward in our 
discussion. We think this is where the 480 year number came from. 
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Notes 
 
In considering the period of the Judges, we have come up with a chronology list of Judges and other events 
that solves the chronology of this area for a 450 year period of the Judges..  
 
First of all, in developing this chronology list, we have kept a few things in mind that we believe are correct 
and that are necessary to be satisfied in any completed list. These criteria make things more complex, but 
when things do fall into place, a total solution that satisfies these requirements is more believable. 
 

Some principles to keep in mind 
1. First of all, several chronologists believe in the concept that the number 480 found in 1Kings 6:1, is 

derived from a larger total, reaching from the Exodus to the completed temple, calculated by 
subtracting all of the oppressions that Israel was under during that period, from the larger total. With 
the list as we presently have it, we get a total of 600 –120 years of oppression, which gives us 480 
years. When we tried 19 years for Joshua, which is what most chronologists accept, no matter what we 
did we were always 1 year off in our calculations. For that reason we concluded that 20 was correct.  

 
On how to get 20 years instead of 19, we looked at the question of when did they actually divide the 
land, in the sixth year or in the seventh year? At first glance it appears to be in the sixth year, but after 
a more careful examination of the statements made by Caleb, we see that it was actually in the seventh 
year.  
Josh 14:7 Forty years old was I when Moses the servant of the LORD sent me from Kadesh-barnea to 
espy out the land; and I brought him word again as it was in mine heart. (KJV) 
Josh 14:10 And now, behold, the LORD hath kept me alive, as he said, these forty and five years, even 
since the LORD spake this word unto Moses, while the children of Israel wandered in the wilderness: 
and now, lo, I am this day fourscore and five years old.(KJV) 

Josh 14:13-14) 13 So Joshua blessed him, and gave Hebron to Caleb the son of Jephunneh for an this 
inheritance.14 Therefore, Hebron became the inheritance of Caleb the son of Jephunneh the Kenizzite 
until day, because he followed the LORD God of Israel fully. (NAS) 

Looking at the scriptures above, we see that a “full” 45 years had passed since the spying out of the 
land. That and the 1-year of wandering up to the time of the spying gives us 46 years for this period. In 
order for this to be 46 years total, Caleb has to be making his statement in the seventh year after the 
full 6 years of conquering had completely passed. The dividing would probably have been in the fall 
after the spring and summer offensive was completed and so we would have at least 6 months, if not 
more up to the time of the dividing in that year because it would have taken some time to carry out the 
dividing. 

For that reason we think that the correct time for this period is about 19.5 + years because the 
dividing of the land should have been 6.5 + years and so we have at least.5 + years in this area that 
was not being counted. Josephus the historian as well as one other source confirms the number for 
Joshua at 19 years. Adding the extra .5 + year to that number, we get 19.5 + and then we round it 
up to 20. When we use 20 years all of the numbers then come out correct at 450 years, so that 
seems to confirm that 20 years is correct. Also when Joshua died, he most likely did not die at the 
end of his 19th year, but he most likely lived on into the twentieth year and if it was over one half 
year, we would have a number that while not a full twenty could be reasonably rounded up to 
twenty. As we will discuss a little later we think the correct number is about 19.5 years. That 
would indicate that the period of Judges adds up to 449.5 years, and that would agree with Paul’s 
statement that there were “about” 450 years in the period of the judges. 

. 
2. We accept Paul’s statement about the 450 years as being correct, except as mentioned above, we see 

that Joshua was most likely not a judge. If he is not, that gives us the 20 years extra so that we can fix 
the 20-year historical problem found at the time of the carrying away to Babylon. Those two numbers 
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cancel each other out. See note 8 for one other possibility on where the extra 20 years could come 
from. 

 
3. The 300 years appears to start counting in the first year that Mesopotamians had oppressed Israel. 

Later when Jephthah was talking to the Ammonites about the 300 years, he would have been referring 
back to that oppression, counting from when they first fully defeated and oppressed Israel. The 300 
years for that reason counts backwards from the beginning of Ammons attempt at to get their land 
back. While we can’t prove it, the conquering very likely started in the year before they actually had 
oppressed Israel for the start of the 18 years, since it would have taken some time to conquer them, 
which would then make this exactly 300 years. The actual count between the start of the 
Mesopotamian oppression and the start of the Ammon oppression is 301 years, which is close enough 
for a casual comment or it may actually be exactly 300 years if as we see that the first attacks began 
half way through the prior year or the last half, of the last year of Jair’s judgeship. While this is a 
reasonable possibility, we have no way to confirm that it is correct, but we see that the numbers are 
close enough for such a thing to be possible. 

  
We now see that Jabin is counted separate from both the 80 years and the 40 years of rest on either side 
of his 20 years, while we had not originally seen that. If we see that as being correct, the 300 years then 
reaches back to the first oppression where the Mesopotamians first ever tried to recover the land lost in 
the six-year conquest.  

In addition to that change from our earlier versions when we overlapped Jabin’s 20 years with either 
Deborah or Ehud, in order to keep the count at 450 years, we now have to subtract the extra 20 years 
from Samuel the prophet that we originally added in order to get a total of 450 years. We had assigned 
40 years to him before, but in this solution we need only 20 years, which is the same time we need in 
order to account for the time that the ark was in Kirjath-Jearim.  

That additionally solves the problem of Samuel being at least 60 when Saul became king and still 
being around 40 years later when David became king. In this timeline he would be about 40 and 
therefore only about 80 when David became king. That has been a valid criticism, which those who 
think we need to shorted op the period of Judges have leveled against most 450-year chronology 
schemes. This solution negates that criticism. 

4. What about Edgar’s thought about Judges 10:8, in which he thinks that the text should read, in the 18th 
year, rather than just 18 years. We think that his observation in that regard is correct, but we don’t 
think that there is an overlap between Jephthah’s 6 years and the 18 years. The bible actually shows us 
that he defeated Ammon in the eighteenth year and that he was only head of Gilead at the time, not all 
of Israel. He fought most likely for about 1 year previous to being a judge, and then after the eighteen 
years he became judge.. 
Judg 11:8-11) 8 The elders of Gilead said to him, "Nevertheless, we are turning to you now; come with 
us to fight the Ammonites, and you will be our head over all who live in Gilead." 
9 Jephthah answered, "Suppose you take me back to fight the Ammonites and the LORD gives them to 
me-- will I really be your head?" 
10 The elders of Gilead replied, "The LORD is our witness; we will certainly do as you say." 
11 So Jephthah went with the elders of Gilead, and the people made him head and commander over 
them. And he repeated all his words before the LORD in Mizpah. (NIV) 
 
After the victory against Ammon, we additionally find that he was even then not recognized by 
Ephraim as their leader, and they attacked him and he was forced to defeat them. After that defeat, it 
makes sense that he would then be accepted as judge over all Israel, but prior to that he was only over 
Gilead.  
Judg 12:1 And the men of Ephraim gathered themselves together, and went northward, and said unto 
Jephthah, Wherefore passedst thou over to fight against the children of Ammon, and didst not call us 
to go with thee? we will burn thine house upon thee with fire. (KJV) 
Judg 12:4 Then Jephthah gathered together all the men of Gilead, and fought with Ephraim: and the 
men of Gilead smote Ephraim, because they said, Ye Gileadites are fugitives of Ephraim among the 
Ephraimites, and among the Manassites. (KJV) 
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5. The scriptures tell us that the judgeship of Sampson was during the last 20 years of the Philistine 

oppression. Judges 15:20, 16:30-31, so we do not count extra time for him. 

6. One other question that comes up is in regard to the chronology list, is the fourth year of Solomon in 
which the temple was dedicated. Do we count 3 or 4 years for that time period? We find that the 
scriptures say 3 full years and a fraction. A little logic will show us that it does not actually make any 
difference what number we use, as long as we are consistent with our method.  

For example, if we count a full 480 years, we have to count the fourth year as 4 full years in order to 
balance the books. If we only count the 479 years and the 1-2 months that we see in the text, then we 
will only be able to add 3 years and 1-2 months into the total count of the years. The following 
examples will show this. For example, if we accept 479.1 as the correct total given in 1 Kings 6:1 we 
would then have 599.1 years as a total from the Exodus because we could only add 3.1 years to the 
chronology list. We then would have this calculation, 599.1 – 120 = 479.1. To keep things simple, we 
have rounded off to 480 since that is the number that the scriptures give, and for that reason we would 
use 4 full years in the chronology list. With that we get, 600 – 120 = 480. That appears to be one 
possibility of what the writer of 1 Kings 6:1 did in order to get 480 years. 

IKing 6:1 And it came to pass in the four hundred and eightieth year after the children of Israel were 
come out of the land of Egypt, in the fourth year of Solomon's reign over Israel, in the month Zif, which 
is the second month, that he began to build the house of the LORD. (KJV) 

Some other important considerations 
7. While this next question is not important to the period of the Judges, it is important later on at the end 

of Kings. Since we have added 20 years to the count of the years in the time of Joshua, does that 
balance the correction needed for the time of the carrying away to Babylon. In other words are there 20 
years of change needed in the time of the Nebuchadnezzar in order to correct the 607 BC date to 587 
BC for the carrying away.  

It looks like there was about 19.5 + years. Since the bible is dealing with rounded off numbers, in order 
to get the correction to come out to be 20 years, we had to round off this number. If we went down to 
19 years of correction, the totals of the kings in that time period would not fit into the space of 19 
years. With 20 years they do, and we simply make a mental note that the carrying away occurred ”in” 
that year, just as it actually did. The destruction did not occur at the end of the year but in the year, so a 
full 20 would be too much. The difference at most would be 6 months, which is within our rounding 
margin of error. The total count of years in the timeline, is using Babylonian time or secular history 
after the carrying away to Babylon, so any error in that total figure is removed by the full count of 
years being reckoned by the length of Nebuchadnezzar’s reign. The difference is only a few months, so 
nothing actually shows up as being in error after that time. 

8.  Acts 13:19-21 (19 And when he had destroyed seven nations in the land of Chanaan, he divided their 
land to them by lot. 20 And after that he gave unto them judges about the space of four hundred and 
fifty years, until Samuel the prophet. 21 And afterward they desired a king: and God gave unto them 
Saul the son of Cis, a man of the tribe of Benjamin, by the space of forty years. KJV  

Some modern translations add extra words to the above text trying to make it look like he gave them 
their land for 450 years and then he gave them judges. That is of course impossible. Others say that the 
450 years goes from Isaac until the land was divided. Some interlinear texts seem to support that, but if 
we look in the Diaglot interlinear it does not. It agrees with the King James saying that the period of 
the judges is 450 years long.  

One other question that comes up is that some say that the text found in the New Testament in regard 
to the 450 years, says only that it should be 450 years up to Samuel and not counting him. We think 
that the meaning of the word “until” supports the concept of including Samuel, rather than just up to 
him. But we have considered an alternative explanation if we can’t count him as a judge. If we were to 
agree with the idea that Samuel was not a Judges, then the only way that we could still get 450 years 
was if we counted Joshua as part of the 450. This solution would actually give us the extra twenty 
years we need to balance out the change in the time of the carrying away to Babylon.  
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In order to get 450 years under that solution we would then have to count Joshua as a Judge. If we did 
that we would still have the problem of the 6 years during the dividing of the land being not counted 
together with the other 20 that he served. Perhaps we could get around that by saying that we should 
not count any time for judges until they were in the land. In that situation we would then have Samuel 
as the extra 20 years that we need to counter balance the 20-year change in the time of the carrying 
away to Babylon. Either way we would still be able to show 450 years for the period of the judges.  

If we had to choose which is correct at this time, we believe that Samuel was a part of the 450 years. If 
you consider Acts 13:21 in context with verse 20, it is looks like Samuel has to be included as part of 
the 450 years, since Saul is mentioned as being the first king. If we don’t count Samuel as part of the 
450 why was he labeled a judge by the scriptures?  

1 Sam 7:6 And they gathered together to Mizpeh, and drew water, and poured it out before the LORD, 
and fasted on that day, and said there, We have sinned against the LORD. And Samuel judged the 
children of Israel in Mizpeh.(KJV) 1 Sam 7:15 And Samuel judged Israel all the days of his life.(KJV) 

At this time we can safely say that only one of the 20 year adjustments is correct and that with that 
adjustment we can make the needed historical change with the 607 BC date and still keep out existing 
chronology dates. For the time being we will keep both possibilities open, but we favor the idea that 
Samuel was a judge and that Joshua was not.  

Several oppressions or one? 
The chronology revisionists’ also claim that several of the oppressions in the time of the judges, 
actually occurred at the same time but in different parts of Israel. They need to do this in order to be 
able to shorten up the period of the judges, to make the length agree with the 480 year figure given in 
1 Kings 6:1. We will next give some scriptural reasons why the claim that the oppressions mentioned 
in Judges cannot be true and that they cannot be at the same time.  
 

For example during one of the later oppressions God tells them that he had previously delivered them 
from earlier oppressions. Under the revisionist scheme of counting, those two oppressions would have 
to have been at the same time. The following reference proves that this oppression is a new one and is 
not a repeat description of a previous oppression. God says that he had previously delivered them from 
their oppressors, but that this time he was not going to do it. Historically that was true in that this new 
oppression continued until the time of David. 

Judg 10:11-13(11 The LORD said to the sons of Israel, "{Did I} not {deliver you} from the Egyptians, 
the Amorites, the sons of Ammon, and the Philistines? 

12 "Also when the Sidonians, the Amalekites and the Maonites oppressed you, you cried out to Me, and 
I delivered you from their hands. 

13 "Yet you have forsaken Me and served other gods; therefore I will no longer deliver you.(NAU) 

 

One other reference that may also refer to there having been multiple attacks at different times is found 
in the book of Amos.  

Amos 1:13 Thus saith the LORD; For three transgressions of the children of Ammon, and for four, I 
will not turn away the punishment thereof; because they have ripped up the women with child of 
Gilead, that they might enlarge their border: KJV) 

It is not clear exactly what transgressions are being referred to but we suggest that we should look and 
see if there were actually at least three or four attacks by Ammon against Israel during there history up 
to that time. If we count up all of the mentions of Ammon during that time we get more than enough. It 
may be that during the period of Judges God counted the one in Judges chapter 3 as one time since he 
delivered them out of that one. The second one that started in Judges chapter 10 does not appear to 
have been resolved until the time of David. During the period of Kings, we see that there were two 
other times that they came against Israel. That would be a total of four oppressions. 
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Here are the oppressions divided up into groups as we suggest we need to do to get four times. 

1. Judg 3:12-14 (12 And the children of Israel did evil again in the sight of the LORD: and the LORD 
strengthened Eglon the king of Moab against Israel, because they had done evil in the sight of the 
LORD. 
13 And he gathered unto him the children of Ammon and Amalek, and went and smote Israel, and 
possessed the city of palm trees. 
14 So the children of Israel served Eglon the king of Moab eighteen years. (KJV) 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

2. Judg 10:6-7 (6 And the children of Israel did evil again in the sight of the LORD, and served Baalim, 
and Ashtaroth, and the gods of Syria, and the gods of Zidon, and the gods of Moab, and the gods of the 
children of Ammon, and the gods of the Philistines, and forsook the LORD, and served not him. 
7 And the anger of the LORD was hot against Israel, and he sold them into the hands of the Philistines, 
and into the hands of the children of Ammon. (KJV) 
1 Sam 14:47 (47 So Saul took the kingdom over Israel, and fought against all his enemies on every 
side, against Moab, and against the children of Ammon, and against Edom, and against the kings of 
Zobah, and against the Philistines: and whithersoever he turned himself, he vexed them. (KJV)  
2 Sam 8:11-12 (11 Which also king David did dedicate unto the LORD, with the silver and gold that 
he had dedicated of all nations which he subdued; 
12 Of Syria, and of Moab, and of the children of Ammon, and of the Philistines, and of Amalek, and 
of the spoil of Hadadezer, son of Rehob, king of Zobah. (KJV) 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

3. 2 Chr 20:1 It came to pass after this also, that the children of Moab, and the children of Ammon, and 
with them other beside the Ammonites, came against Jehoshaphat to battle. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

4. II Ki 24:1-2 (1 In his days Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came up, and Jehoiakim became his 
servant three years: then he turned and rebelled against him. 
2 And the LORD sent against him bands of the Chaldees, and bands of the Syrians, and bands of the 
Moabites, and bands of the children of Ammon, and sent them against Judah to destroy it, according to 
the word of the LORD, which he spake by his servants the prophets. (KJV) 
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Explanation of 480 years versus 600 years. 
The Traditional Method of Fixing the Problem of 1 Kings 6:1 

We have four possible explanations for the 480 years of 1 Kings 6:1. If we take Paul’s statement of the 450 years of 
Judges as being correct, the 480 number can not possibly be correct. We have a couple of possible solutions. We first 
have the solution given in the second vol. regarding a corruption of this number. In there it states that this is probably a 
scribal error. That by itself might actual be the correct solution, but it is hard to prove, and some criticize this solution 
because they say that its unlikely that type of error would be made in the Hebrew text for that type of letter. This 
explanation also has the problem that we think that there are 600 years in this space, not the 580 that the volume says is 
correct. 
 

Barnes Notes 
This is the explanation that we found in Barnes notes. It is interesting that the most ancient references to this verse do 
not include a number with this verse. So far the Dead Sea scrolls do not include this portion of kings, so we do not have 
any way to check this. 
1 Kings 6:1  PP1 [In the four hundred and eightieth year] It is upon this statement that all the earlier portion of what is 
called the "received chronology" depends. Amid Minor differences there is a general agreement, which justifies us in 
placing the accession of Solomon about 1000 B. C. (1018 B. C. Oppert.) But great difficulties meet us in determining 
the sacred chronology anterior to this. Apart from the present statement, the chronological data of the Old Testament are 
insufficient to fix the interval between Solomon's accession and the Exodus, since several of the periods which make it 
up are unestimated. Hence, chronologists have based entirely the "received chronology" upon this verse. But the text 
itself is not free from suspicion.  
 (1) it is the sole passage in the Old Testament which contains the idea of dating events from an era. 
 (2) it is quoted by Origen without the date, and seems to have been known only in this shape to Josephus, to 
Theophilus of Antioch, and to Clement of Alexandria. 
 (3) it is hard to reconcile with other chronological statements in the Old and New Testament. 
 
 Though the books of Joshua, Judges, and Samuel furnish us with no exact chronology, they still supply important 
chronological data-- data which seem to indicate for the interval between the Exodus and Solomon, a period 
considerably exceeding 480 years. For the years actually set down amount to at least 580, or, according to another 
computation, to 600; and though a certain deduction might be made from this sum on account of the round numbers, 
this deduction would scarcely do more than balance the addition required on account of the four unestimated periods. 
Again, in the New Testament, Paul (according to the received text) reckons the period from the division of Canaan 
among the tribes in the sixth year of Joshua <Josh. 14>, to Samuel the prophet, at 450 years, which would make the 
interval between the Exodus and the commencement of the temple to be 579 years. On the whole, it seems, therefore, 
probable that the words "in the four hundred and eightieth year, etc.," are an interpolation into the sacred text, 
which did not prevail generally before the third century of our era. 
(from Barnes' Notes) 
 
This would be the ideal explanation, but we need to find out if there is anything that has been discovered since the time 
of Barnes that would add to or detract from this explanation. 
 

Another Method of Fixing the Problem With the 480 
We get a second and very possible solution from the Companion Bible, appendix 50, page 42, par 11, and page 55 that 
we have modified slightly. While we are not sure of all the reasoning behind such a situation as what we are going to 
describe, we think that it needs to be considered. Several other chronologists have noticed this same situation and think 
that this is a likely solution.  
 
Note- this method has been modified from an earlier version of this book. Due to a refining process regarding the 
chronology of the period of the Judges, we have had to figure this differently than how we did it in our previous 
edition. This is the same basic method as before, but the numbers used reflect the needed changes. 
 
We get a total of 600 years for this time area using the count found in the modified time line. We have 40 for the 
wilderness wandering, 6 to the dividing land, 20 for Joshua, 450 for the period of Judges, 40 for Saul, 40 for David and 
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4 to the temple in Solomon’s reign. We note that if we were to change our opinion on the Samuel versus Joshua 
question that we discussed earlier, this method of calculation would be the same and still work, except that we would 
have 20 years for Samuel rather than for Joshua and we would still be adding the same number of oppressions to get the 
same total. 
 

The Time Period in Which God Delivered the Israelites to Their Enemies 
The following are time periods in which God delivered Israel to their enemies, or did not let them have complete 
control of the land. The suggestion is that these time periods were not counted by the chronologist in 1 Kings 6:1, 
because Israel was not actually in complete possession of the land during those time periods. The Israelites failed to 
enter into God’s rest every time that they sinned. Every time that they were in possession of the land the bible seems to 
say that the land had rest for the duration of the good judge, whoever it was. Since the land was not at rest when they 
did not have control of it, it seems that they did not consider those time periods as being part of the total count of the 
years. 
 
Note- As mentioned earlier, there are six periods of punishment in the following list, and if we count the 40 years in the 
wilderness, we have seven periods of punishment, which was exactly the number of punishments that God had 
promised would come upon them if they were not faithful! We do not count the 40 years as part of the time that we are 
going to subtract from the total of 600, because they had not reached the holy land yet. We do count the 6 years of the 
dividing of the land because they were in the land and were fighting to get control of it. 
 
(1) The 6 year period of dividing the land is a derived number. This was 6 Years after the 40 in the wilderness. 
Num33:3, 10:11-13.Num 13:3-26; 32:8-13, Joshua 11:23; 10:42 ; 14:7, 10. They were not in possession of the land 
until the end of the 6-year period, even though they were in the land fighting their enemies.  
 
(2) Judg 3:8 Therefore the anger of the LORD was hot against Israel, and he sold them into the hand of 
Chushan-rishatha'im king of Mesopotamia: and the children of Israel served Chushan-rishatha'im eight years. 
 
(3) Judg 3:14 So the children of Israel served Eglon the king of Moab eighteen years. 
 
(4) Judg 4:3 And the children of Israel cried unto the LORD: for he had nine hundred chariots of iron; and twenty 
years he mightily oppressed the children of Israel. 
 
(5) Judg 6:1 And the children of Israel did evil in the sight of the LORD: and the LORD delivered them into the hand of 
Midian seven years. 
 
(6) Usurpation of Abimelech: 3 years. 
 
(7) Judg 10:8 And that year they vexed and oppressed the children of Israel: eighteen years, all the children of Israel 
that were on the other side Jordan in the land of the Amorites, which is in Gilead.  
 
(8) Judg 13:1 And the children of Israel did evil again in the sight of the LORD; and the LORD delivered them into the 
hand of the Philistines forty years.  
 
We have a total above of: 6 + 8 + 18 + 20 + 7 +3 +18 +40 = 120 
 
The 120 Years When They did not Have Control of their Land 
The 120 years is the total of the time that they did not have full control of their land. The 600 years is the actual count 
of the years through this time period, as we earlier added them up at the top of the page. 
 
How We Get 480 Years Out of 600 

 
600 - 120 = 480 years, which is the number found in 1 Kings 6:1! It appears that whoever compiled this number, only 
counted the years in which they had actual political control of the land! It may be that God did not actually command 
this reduction in the count but that whoever compiled this list did it on their own thinking? Then again, there may be a 
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spiritual lesson hidden in this, due to the application of for example, the rest that God had promised Israel? When they 
were unfaithful, such as in the wilderness, God did not let them enter into the land. After they were in the land, then 
they were not at rest when their enemies had control of the land. 
 
Some scriptures talk about the book of life and not being recorded in it. Could the author of 1 Kings 6:1 have had 
similar sentiment, and felt justified in dropping the bad years and names out of the scriptural record? 
 
Exod 32:32-33)32 "But now, if You will, forgive their sin-- and if not, please blot me out from Your book which You 
have written!" 33 The LORD said to Moses, "Whoever has sinned against Me, I will blot him out of My book. (NAU) 
Dan 12:1 "Now at that time Michael, the great prince who stands {guard} over the sons of your people, will arise. 
And there will be a time of distress such as never occurred since there was a nation until that time; and at that time 
your people, everyone who is found written in the book, will be rescued. (NAU) 
Ps 69:28  May they be blotted out of the book of life and may they not be recorded with the righteous. (NAU) 

 

A Third Possible Method 
Jack Finegan suggests a third method in the revised edition of “Handbook of Biblical Chronology”. On page 202, 
he suggests that the 480 years may be a constructed number. It is suggested that in 1 Chron 6:50-53, the genealogy 
of the sons of Levi contains 12 names. Since God had caused the Israelites to wander in the wilderness for 40 
years until that generation had died off, the Israelites may have taken that as a length of a generation and 
multiplied it times the 12 generations recorded in 1 Chron. If we do that, we get 12 x 40 = 480 years.  
 
At first this might seem as though its a fanciful explanation, but if we consider a different possibility found in 1 
Chron 6:3-12, where priests from Aaron to Zadok are listed, we find 11 generations recorded. If we take 11X 40, 
we get 440 years, which is the number in the LXX or Septuagint version of 1Kings 6:1.  
 

The reason we favor method number 2 
At the present time of the three methods, we favor the idea of removing the times that they were not completely in 
control of their land out of the total count. That would then give us the exactly number found in 1 Kings 6:1. One 
of the reasons that we favor this method is that we later see a similar thing in which three kings are dropped out of 
the list in Math 1:8, because of bad connotations with their reigns, since they were from the house of Ahab.  
 
Matthew 1:7  PP1[And Asa begat Josaphat; and Josaphat begat Joram; and Joram begat Ozias] (or Uzziah). 
Three kings are here omitted-- Ahaziah, Joash, and Amaziah <1 Chr. 3:11-12>. Some omissions behoved to be 
made, to compress the whole into three fourteens <Matt. 1:17>. The reason why these, rather than other names, 
are omitted must be sought in religious considerations-- either in the connection of those kings with the house of 
Ahab (as Lightfoot, Ebrard, and Alford view it); in their slender right to be regarded as true links in the theocratic 
chain (as Lange takes it); or in some similar disqualification. (from Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary) 
 
This same situation is why we think there is an apparent problem with the generations listed in Ruth, in that there 
does not appear to be enough generations to span such a long period of time. It appears that something similar 
happened or else only key names were listed. Here is an examination of those generations that shows that there is 
actually some minor discrepancies between the different places these are listed. 
                                        
Our second choice would be the idea that the original text did not have any number within it and that a scribe 
added the number 480 to the text. So far we can not prove this except for the fact that several ancient writers did 
not include numbers with their comments on these verses. Unfortunately the dead sea scrolls do not include much 
material from the book of the kings. 
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The Problem of the generations in Ruth 

There are 4 places in the bible that we find the same list. 
 
RUTH 4:18-22(18 Now these are the generations of Perez: to Perez was 
born Hezron, 
19 and to Hezron was born Ram, and to Ram, Amminadab, 
20 and to Amminadab was born Nahshon, and to Nahshon, Salmon, 
21 and to Salmon was born Boaz, and to Boaz, Obed, 
22 and to Obed was born Jesse, and to Jesse, David. 
 
Matthew 1:3-6 (3 Judah was the father of Perez and Zerah by Tamar, Perez 
was the father of Hezron, and Hezron the father of Ram. 
4 Ram was the father of Amminadab, Amminadab the father of Nahshon, and 
Nahshon the father of Salmon. 
5 Salmon was the father of Boaz by Rahab, Boaz was the father of Obed by 
Ruth, and Obed the father of Jesse. 
6 Jesse was the father of David the king. 
 
1 Chronicles 2:5-15 (5 The sons of Perez were Hezron and Hamul. 
6 The sons of Zerah were Zimri, Ethan, Heman, Calcol and Dara; five of 
them in all. 
7 The son of Carmi was Achar, the troubler of Israel, who violated the 
ban. 
8 The son of Ethan was Azariah. 
9 Now the sons of Hezron, who were born to him were Jerahmeel, Ram and 
Chelubai. 
10 Ram became the father of Amminadab, and Amminadab became the father 
of Nahshon, leader of the sons of Judah; 
11 Nahshon became the father of Salma, Salma became the father of Boaz, 
12 Boaz became the father of Obed, and Obed became the father of Jesse; 
13 and Jesse became the father of Eliab his firstborn, then Abinadab the 
second, Shimea the third, 
14 Nethanel the fourth, Raddai the fifth, 
15 Ozem the sixth, David the seventh; 
 
Luke 3:31-33(31 the son of Melea, the son of Menna, the son of Mattatha, 
the son of Nathan, the son of David, 
32 the son of Jesse, the son of Obed, the son of Boaz, the son of 
Salmon, the son of Nahshon, 
33 the son of Amminadab, the son of Admin, the son of Ram, the son of 
Hezron, the son of Perez, the son of Judah, 
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The four Lists Examined Side by Side 
 
RUTH's GENEALOGY             MATTHEW's GENEALOGY            CHRONICLES GENEALOGY                   LUKE's GENEALOGY (NAS) 
01) Perez           01) Perez              01) Perez               01) Perez 
02) Hezron          02) Hezron             02) Hezron              02) Hezron 
03) Ram             03) Ram                03) Ram                 03) Ram 
04) Amminadab       04) Amminadab          04) Amminadab           04)Amminadab 
 Admin (THIS NAME IS NOT IN THE OTHER LISTS) See note below.05) Admin 
 
05) Nahshon         05) Nahshon            05) Nahshon             06) Nahshon  
06) Salmon          06) Salmon             06) Salma               07) Salmon  
07) Boaz            07) Boaz (by Rahab)    07) Boaz                08) Boaz  
08) Obed            08) Obed (by Ruth)     08) Obed                09) Obed  
09) Jesse           09) Jesse              09) Jesse               10) Jesse                
10) David           10) David              10) David               11) David 
 
The Textus Receptus from which the KJV was translated makes Admin and Amminadab the same person, 
while most other texts and Tischendorf separate these as two different people. 
 
While the Genealogies between the texts of the textus receptus match between all four locations for this 
period of the Judges, if we look at the Matthew, Luke, and Chronicles Genealogies that there are only four 
or five generations left for the 430 years for the time that they were in Egypt. This shows that there had to 
be several generations dropped out and that only the most important generations were listed. 
 

Evidence for dropped generations. 
Ruth 4:18-22 ("According to this there are only four or five generations to the 430 years spent by the 
Israelites in Egypt, if we include both Perez and Nahesson; evidently not enough for so long a time, so that 
some of the intermediate links must have been left out even here. But the omission of unimportant 
members becomes still more apparent in the statement which follows, viz., that Nahshon begat Salmah, 
and Salmah Boaz, in which only two generations are given for a space of more than 250 years, which 
intervened between the death of Moses and the time of Gideon. Salmah (salªmaah (OT:8008) or salªmaa' 
(OT:8007), 1 Chron 2:11) is called Salmon in v. 21; a double form of the name, which is to be explained 
form the fact that Salmah grew out of Salmon through the elision of the n, and that the terminations an and 
on are used promiscuously, as we may see from the form shirªyaah in Job 41:18 when compared with 
shirªyaan in 1 Kings 22:34, and shirªyown (OT:8302) in 1 Sam 17:5,38 (see Ewald, §163-4)."  (from Keil & 
Delitzsch Commentary on the Old Testament: New Updated Edition, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 
1996 by Hendrickson Publishers, Inc.) 
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Some Further Considerations 
Answering Some Objections in Regard to making the 20 year Change 

Coming back to our topic of modifying the chronology by 20 years, in two different places, we need to address some 
issues that have been raised against making these changes. Some of these issues we have discussed previously, but we 
want to expand upon our explanation further and more completely.  
 
One of the objections to dating the full carrying away to Babylon in 587-586 BC, that we discussed earlier, was that 
some say that change would cause you to have only 50 years of complete desolation until the time that Babylon fell and 
Cyrus took over. One reason given for this concern is Daniel’s prophecy in the ninth chapter, which at first glance 
seems to say that the desolation or the time of Jerusalem’s total destruction was 70 years. Dan 9:1-2) 1 In the first year 
of Darius the son of Ahasu-e'rus, by birth a Mede, who became king over the realm of the Chalde'ans-- 
2 in the first year of his reign, I, Daniel, perceived in the books the number of years which, according to the word of the 
LORD to Jeremiah the prophet, must pass before the end of the desolations of Jerusalem, namely, seventy years. (RSV) 
 
Before we begin to discuss this scripture we need to go and see exactly what Jeremiah said about the 70 years and who 
and what it applied to, because Daniel is telling us that this information came from Jeremiah and so he should be the 
standard by which we interpret Daniel’s remark. 
Jer 25:9-12)9 Behold, I will send and take all the families of the north, saith the LORD, and Nebuchadrezzar the king 
of Babylon, my servant, and will bring them against this land, and against the inhabitants thereof, and against all 
these nations round about, and will utterly destroy them, and make them an astonishment, and an hissing, and 
perpetual desolations. 
10 Moreover I will take from them the voice of mirth, and the voice of gladness, the voice of the bridegroom, and the 
voice of the bride, the sound of the millstones, and the light of the candle. 
11 And this whole land shall be a desolation, and an astonishment; and these nations shall serve the king of 
Babylon seventy years. 
12 And it shall come to pass, when seventy years are accomplished, that I will punish the king of Babylon, and that 
nation, saith the LORD, for their iniquity, and the land of the Chaldeans, and will make it perpetual desolations. (KJV) 
Jer 29:10 For thus saith the LORD, That after seventy years be accomplished at Babylon I will visit you, and perform 
my good word toward you, in causing you to return to this place. 
 
When we examine what Jeremiah says about the seventy years, we see that the seventy years was not going to be only 
upon Judah. It was to be on all the nations in the area, as well as Judah. In regard to the question of what designates a 
land to be desolate, which is important to how we should look at this topic, we wish to point to verse 11 which says that 
this whole land would be desolate, which as we can see in that very same verse, included all nations not just Judah. As 
far as we know, there is no one that claims that Babylon carried all the nations of the area away and left the entire 
Palestine area desolate without an inhabitant! He left most of the other nations in the area and under tribute to him. If 
he would have not left them in the land how could they have served him as the above verses say that they would? 
History says that they had to pay tribute to him for the entire domination of them by Babylon. 
 
The only reason that Israel was removed totally was because of their rebellious nature. They had been warned by 
Jeremiah not to rebel against Nebuchadnezzar, but they did not listen. That alone shows that Jeremiah did not consider 
it necessary for them to be totally removed from the land in order for the punishment to take place. He told them to 
accept the oppression that they were under and to keep serving the Babylonians. The only reason that they were 
removed was because they had rebelled against Nebuchadnezzar, just as Daniel had cautioned them not to do. 
 
Most of the other nations stayed in their own lands, but as we can see from that verse they were still considered to be 
desolate, since their national existence had ended and they were controlled by Babylon! As we previously mentioned, 
verse 8 of this prophecy tells us that God already considered Judah and the city to be desolate already at the time 
Jeremiah was speaking. The only way that statement about them being desolate would make sense, is if the desolations 
of Judah and Jerusalem began when they lost their national sovereignty to Egypt, not when they were destroyed, and 
the scriptures confirm that as being true. The same standard would also apply to the other nations of the area, in that 
they were considered desolate for the same reason in that they were in tribute to Neb. 
 
Jeremiah chapter 29 proves that the 70 years was already in existence before the city and the temple were 
destroyed completely! At the time that Jeremiah gave that prophecy, Nebuchadnezzar had just carried away a large 
number of people to Babylon. That this was when Jeconiah had just departed the city, dates this prophecy for us since 
he was Jehoiachin by another name.  
Jeremiah 22:24-30 [Coniah.] This man, also called Jeconiah and Jehoiachin, succeeded his father Jehoiakim on the 
throne in 598 B. C. During his reign, early in 597 B. C. Nebuchadnezzar besieged and captured Jerusalem and took 
Jehoiachin and many important people to Babylon (<2 Kin 24:8-17; 2 Chr 36:9-10>). (from Wycliffe Commentary) 
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When that carrying away happened, Zedekiah would have been just starting his first year of an 11-year reign. Some 
translations like the one above, try to make it seem that Jeremiah was telling the ones that had just been carried away 
that they were going to be in Babylon for 70 more years. The problem is that this is made to say that by adding wording 
to the text that is not in the original Hebrew, such as “at”. They then make these verses say that they would be “at” 
Babylon for 70 years. The actual wording in the Hebrew text is “70 years be accomplish Babylon”.  The correct 
translation supplies the  word  “for” Babylon, which is how it is phrased earlier in Jeremiah. In other words, Jeremiah is 
saying that they would have to stay in Babylon until the 70 years that Babylon was to be in power had expired, not that 
they would be there a total of 70 years. 
Jer 29:10 "For thus says the LORD: When seventy years are completed for Babylon, I will visit you, and I will fulfil to 
you my promise and bring you back to this place. (RSV) 
 
Some might object to the RSV translation and say that it should be “at Babylon, but even if the other way of translating 
this verse is accepted, that does not solve the problem for the traditional view. Since the prophecy is given in regard 
to the carrying away that had just occurred, which was when Zedekiah had just began to reign, the 70 years as 
given in that translation would have to begin there. In other words if this verse actually says that they would have a 
full 70 years at Babylon, it would be 70 years for those who had just been carried away, not 70 years after the 
destruction of Jerusalem 11 years later. The only way this verse makes sense is if the 70 years is for the time of 
Babylon’s power over the nations, not how long they were to be in Babylon! This is another place that the bible 
conflicts with the traditional view in regard to when the 70 years began. 
 
How can we make Daniel chapter 9 harmonize with what Jeremiah says? The answer is that there is more than one-way 
to understand Daniel 9:1-2. If we look at what had happened exactly 70 years prior to the time of Daniels prayer, we 
find that King Josiah had just been killed and Judah including Jerusalem had become a vassal state to Egypt. That was 
the beginning of the desolations that Daniel was talking about. They had lost their national existence and were subject 
to a foreign power. Yes it was not the complete destruction yet, but it was a desolation, which does not have to be a 
complete destruction as we saw above. As we saw earlier, God had already declared them to be desolate in the fourth 
year of Jehoiakim when Babylon had taken over from Egypt. They would have either just been captured or had been 
captured by Babylon for about 1 year depending on how we view the third year of Jehoiakim mentioned in Dan 1:1-2. 
 
The traditional view of Daniel chapter 9 is that it’s saying that Jerusalem would have to be completely desolate, without 
inhabitant for seventy years. That is only true if we think that to be desolate meant that the land had to be completely 
without inhabitant for 70 years, but if we closely examine the wording of Daniel, keeping in mind what Jeremiah said 
about it, we see that it does not actually say that. It only says that there was to have been 70 years for Babylon, and in 
regard to the country being desolate it actually does not say that it had to be for 70 years, although we think it was at 
least partially desolate for that whole time because of the loss of sovereignty to first Egypt and then Babylon. As we 
have already seen, Jeremiah links the desolations to how long Babylon was going to be in power. Caution-Some 
translators also add words to this prophecy in order to get it to sound like it is saying that they had been in Babylon for 
70 years, because many of them think that is what it should say.  
 
As we can see from Jeremiah, the seventy years he prophesied about was not to be how long Judah or Jerusalem was 
gone from their country, but only that Babylon would be in power over all the nations including Judah, until the 
seventy years of its power were ended. Another important point that confirms this is that when it talks about the 
desolations of Jerusalem in Daniel 9, most translations do not use the singular, but they use the plural form. The 
reason for desolations being plural was that there was a process of several desolations of the land and Jerusalem, by 
both Egypt and then Nebuchadnezzar, before the final destruction and carrying away.  
 
The meaning of the word used for desolations here, does not necessarily mean total destruction or without 
inhabitant as we saw earlier in Jeremiah. Here is another example of the use of the same word desolation where it is 
translated wastes, and where the land still has inhabitants.  
Ezek 33:27 Say thou thus unto them, Thus saith the Lord GOD; As I live, surely they that are in the wastes shall fall by 
the sword, and him that is in the open field will I give to the beasts to be devoured, and they that be in the forts and in 
the caves shall die of the pestilence. (KJV) 
 
So while we would agree that Jerusalem eventually did become almost totally devastated, some of the earlier trouble 
was not a full destruction. The trouble came upon them several times before they were totally destroyed, like 
travail upon a woman, just as Jeremiah had predicted would happen.  
Jer 13:21 What wilt thou say when he shall punish thee? for thou hast taught them to be captains, and as chief over 
thee: shall not sorrows take thee, as a woman in travail? (KJV) 
 
Since Cyrus had just taken Babylon when Daniel began his prayer, and Babylon had actually been in power for a full 
70 years up to that time, Daniel was right in petitioning God about the matter. Some commentators think that this was 
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only 68 years at that point in time. But they are only looking at the time that Babylon first came against Palestine in 
607-606 BC. In accordance with Jeremiah’s prophecy they should look slightly more than 2 years earlier, at the time 
that Babylon finished conquering Assyria, which was the start of the Babylon Empire and the same time that 
Egypt took control of Judah. That attack may have actually had some affect on Israel at that time, in that they were 
subject to Egypt and they may have had to help resist Babylon. The angel’s reply to Daniel did not say that he was 
wrong about the 70 years, but the angel only only outlined a further 70 weeks that had a prophetic application to the 
return of Christ. In both places there was a two-year overlap, the first until Babylon took Judah away from Egypt and at 
the end of the seventy, we had two years more until they were allowed to return. The end of the two-year overlap at the 
start of Babylon attacking Palestine is where the 2520 years began. Seeing that all of the above fits exactly, we have no 
doubt that this is the correct way to view both Daniel and Jeremiah’s statements about this matter.  
 

The question of the 70 Sabbaths 
Lev 25:3-5) 3 Six years thou shalt sow thy field, and six years thou shalt prune thy vineyard, and gather in the fruit 
thereof; 
4 But in the seventh year shall be a sabbath of rest unto the land, a sabbath for the LORD: thou shalt neither sow thy 
field, nor prune thy vineyard. 
5 That which groweth of its own accord of thy harvest thou shalt not reap, neither gather the grapes of thy vine 
undressed: for it is a year of rest unto the land. (KJV) 
Lev 26:33-35) 33 And I will scatter you among the heathen, and will draw out a sword after you: and your land shall 
be desolate, and your cities waste. 
34 Then shall the land enjoy her sabbaths, as long as it lieth desolate, and ye be in your enemies' land; even then shall 
the land rest, and enjoy her sabbaths. 
35 As long as it lieth desolate it shall rest; because it did not rest in your sabbaths, when ye dwelt upon it. 
 
As we will see, the question of the Sabbaths is directly related to Jeremiah’s prophecy and is dealing with the same 
punishment, and for that reason is talking about the same 70 years. Again, some think that if we shorten up the time of 
the complete carrying away to Babylon by 20 years, that the 70-year Sabbath punishment could not be fulfilled either. 
It’s thought that the 70-years of Sabbaths had to be a completely desolate time of 70 years, since it’s assumed that the 
land had to rest completely without inhabitant during the entire 70 years. One thing that is not realized about that 
assumption, is that even with the traditional view of the chronology there was not a full 70 years of complete 
desolation either! For at least 5 years after the destruction of the city in the 18-19th year of Nebuchadnezzar, we 
find that there were still people living in the land and farming it!  
Jer 52:15-16) 15 Then Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard carried away captive certain of the poor of the people, 
and the residue of the people that remained in the city, and those that fell away, that fell to the king of Babylon, and the 
rest of the multitude. 
16 But Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard left certain of the poor of the land for vinedressers and for 
husbandmen. 
Jer 52:29-30) 29 In the eighteenth year of Nebuchadrezzar he carried away captive from Jerusalem eight hundred 
thirty and two persons: 
30 In the three and twentieth year of Nebuchadrezzar Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard carried away captive of 
the Jews seven hundred forty and five persons: all the persons were four thousand and six hundred. (KJV)  
Verse 30 does not even say that this was all of the people, only that he carried away more at that time. Since 
there never was a full 70-year desolation where no one was in the country, it seems obvious that something else 
besides a complete emptying of the land must have fulfilled the 70 years. 
 
What is the solution to this question? As we have already pointed out above, Jeremiah’s statement about the capture of 
the nations of the area described them as being desolated and that was not because they had been removed entirely from 
the land, only that they then belonged to Babylon. We have see previously that God counted both the punishment and 
desolation from the time that Judah lost their national sovereignty to Egypt and that the land did not have to be 
completely desolate for the entire 70 years, but only that they had to begin to be punished there. There is nothing in the 
original prophecy or in other prophecies by Jeremiah or Daniel that says the land had to be totally desolate for 70 years. 
Some translations try to make it sound that way, but if you look at several alternate versions you will see several other 
translations do not support that idea. 
 
One other important point about what God considers the desolation on Israel to be is that at the first advent when Jesus 
pronounced judgment on Jerusalem he told them that their house was left unto them desolate. Just as the judgment of 
the nominal system is parallel to what happened between Babylon and Judah, so are the events that happened at the 
first advent! 
 Matt 23:37-38)37 O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, and stonest them which are sent unto thee, 
how often would I have gathered thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye 
would not! 
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38 Behold, your house is left unto you desolate. (KJV) 
In that situation the city was not actually destroyed until about 37 years later, yet Jesus told them that their house was 
desolate already at that time. He doesn’t say that it was going to be desolate later, but as we know, the 1845-year 
parallel had run out and they had been judged and found guilty. That judgment meant that God was no longer going 
to deal with them as a nation, because they had rejected his son, the messiah. In that situation the house was desolate as 
far as God was concerned long before it was actually destroyed.  
 

The count of time in Kings 
We need to make one other comment about the period of 490 years Saul to Josiah’s death, in that not everyone agrees 
that there are exactly 490 years in that time period. The difference of opinion is in regard to whether we count the time 
by using the kings of the ten-tribe nation, Israel or whether we count the time as recorded in regard to the kings of 
Judah. Some attempt to harmonize the two list of kings and arrive at a third set of numbers. While we can’t prove it 
completely, we think that there are at least a couple of reasons why the count of time using the two-tribe kingdom of 
Judah is to be preferred. One practical reason is that the reigns of the kings from Judah are in most cases much longer 
than what we find in the other list. The longer reigns would seem to make it less likely that error would creep into the 
count. 
 
One other reason is that the temple resided in the southern kingdom and that would make it more likely that the records 
were kept by priests who would have felt that they needed to make the record as accurate as possible so that they would 
not have to answer to God for any inaccuracies. In the northern kingdom, there may have been political reasons in some 
of the king’s reigns that could have made it possible for the records to be written in a biased manner. That may have led 
to changes in the reigns of some, especially if there was a difference of opinion in regard to who should have had the 
throne at a particular time. We think that would have been less likely to happen in the southern kingdom where the 
priest would have not been as biased in most situations. 
 
We notice that all of these problems crept into the records of the 10 tribes about the same time, shortly after the 
problem with Jezebel and Ahab. Since all of these problems fall within a span of a few kings we suspect that there was 
some problems with the record keeping for the kings of Israel during that time. For that reason we prefer to use the 
kings of Judah, which seem to be more reliable during that time.  
 

The Seventy Years of the Temple Destruction 
One other thing that we need to mention again, so that confusion can be avoided, since many don’t see this, is that there 
was a second period of 70 years, which began at the destruction of the temple. What is this second 70-year time period 
and should we be looking at that time to fulfill the Sabbaths punishment? We don’t think that the second seventy had to 
do with the punishment of the Sabbaths. It appears that the second 70-year period applied to the city and the 
temple.  
 

Ezra and Zechariah 
The second seventy year time period is actually mentioned by a couple of the later prophets, Ezra and Zechariah, which 
at the time they gave their testimony, was how long it had actually been since the city and the temple had been totally 
destroyed!.  
 
The complete restoration did not occur when Cyrus first let the Jews go back to the land. What happened to cause the 
delay in the restoration, was that after Cyrus’s decree, and after the people had returned for a short time, their enemies 
managed to convince the new king of Persia that they were too troublesome a people to let them re-build. So the re-
building of the temple and the city, which had only gone on for a little over a year, then ceased until the second year of 
Darius the Persian, which was about 18 years later, 20 counting from the start of the effort.  
Ezra 4:5 And hired counselors against them, to frustrate their purpose, all the days of Cyrus king of Persia, even until 
the reign of Darius king of Persia. (KJV)  
Ezra 4:24 Then ceased the work of the house of God which is at Jerusalem. So it ceased unto the second year of the 
reign of Darius king of Persia. (KJV) 
 
The city and the temple actually lay desolate for a full 70 years, despite the efforts to re-build. The bible is not real 
clear about it, but it seems that the people who came back the first time were able to stay and farm the land, but 
not complete the city or the temple. In the scriptures it tells us that Zerubbabel was the governor of Judah and that 
implies that he had people to govern over, indicating that they had gotten the land back at the first return, but not the 
city and the temple. 
Hag 1:1-2) 1 In the second year of Darius the king, in the sixth month, in the first day of the month, came the word of 
the LORD by Haggai the prophet unto Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to Joshua the son of 
Josedech, the high priest, saying, 
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2 Thus speaketh the LORD of hosts, saying, This people say, The time is not come, the time that the LORD's house 
should be built. (KJV) 
 
God had decided that this was the time to rebuild even if the people did not think so, and if you examine the second of 
the two tables at the beginning of the explanation of the 607 BC date early on in this document, you will see from the 
pattern that is clearly seen there that God had a timetable. The main concern of the second return would have been the 
restoration of the city and the temple. As soon as they started rebuilding the second time their enemies appealed to the 
king again, to try to stop them. But because it was God’s due time for it to be rebuilt, it was a different story. When 
Darius issued the second decree, which was after he searched and found the first edict that Cyrus had issued, their 
enemies were then instructed to help them rebuild with money and material, Ezra 6:1-22. 
 
The scriptures don’t give us an exact date for that event, but in Zechariah 1:15-17, we see that in the fourth year of 
Darius the Persian, God declared that he was going to restore the fortunes of His people again from that time forward. 
This is not the same Darius that we find mentioned in Daniel, since that Darius was a Mede and this one is a 
Persian. If we count 70 years from the destruction of the temple and go then forward from that event seventy years, we 
come to the time of Zechariah, in the fourth year of Darius 1 of Persia!  
 
The total count of the years from the destruction of the temple until it’s actual rebuilding is correct only if we are using 
the non-traditional or corrected timeline, 586.25 – 516.25 = 70. This 70-year count of time is very good proof that we 
need to shorten up the traditional period of full captivity in Babylon by 20 years. If we use the traditional method of 
counting the second seventy, the amount of time would have added up to 90 years from the destruction of the 
temple, not the 70 years that Zechariah is saying that it really was in his prophecy, 606.25 - 515.25 = 90. Zech 7:5 
Speak unto all the people of the land, and to the priests, saying, When ye fasted and mourned in the fifth and seventh 
month, even those seventy years, did ye at all fast unto me, even to me?(KJV) 
 
The reason that the count adds up to ninety years with the traditional time line is that that view necessitates that there be 
70 years of complete desolation up to the time of Cyrus. The problem is that there was another 18-20 years that passed 
before the city and the temple were actually completed.  70+20 = 90!!! The extra 20 years is not some archeologist 
dream but is actually recorded in the bible. Since anything after 536 BC is well established historically, there is no 
doubt that the traditional timeline has a major problem in counting the amount of years between these two events, and 
that only the corrected timeline comes up with the correct figure.  There is some confusion in regard to the 
events here, because many confuse the two different 70-year periods, thinking that they are the same period. 
 
At the time of the start of the second return, in the second year of Darius 1 of Persia, 68 years had gone by, or even a 
full 70 if we start counting from the beginning of the siege of Jerusalem. Note that the following scriptural references 
are only correct if we use the modified time line. If we read the scriptural record in Ezra and Nehemiah, we see that no 
one had been able to complete the building projects on the city and the wall until the time of the second decree, which 
was 20 years after the first decree by Cyrus. In the 68th year after the total destruction of the city, Zerubbabel 
returned with a large group of people and began the work again. See the Haggai chapter 1 reference above. 
 
At the time of Zech chapter 7, it was a full seventy years from the destruction of the temple.  
Zech 7:1 And it came to pass in the fourth year of king Darius, that the word of Jehovah came unto Zechariah in the 
fourth (day) of the ninth month, even in Chislev. (ASV) 
Zech 7:5 Speak unto all the people of the land, and to the priests, saying, When ye fasted and mourned in the fifth and 
in the seventh (month), even these seventy years, did ye at all fast unto me, even to me? (ASV) 
 
So can we now claim that we know for sure which 70-year period would be the fulfillment of the Sabbath punishment? 
We think that the first one was correct, because that is the period of punishment that is pointed to by Jeremiah and it 
was during the time of Babylon’s power as predicted. The second seventy is punishment for ecclesiastical sins pointed 
to by Ezekiel; hence the temple was not rebuilt until afterwards, where the first seventy had to do with the land. Judah 
lost control of the land to Egypt at the start of the first 70-year period and the Sabbaths applied to the land so that’s why 
we would place that punishment there. The people were able to gain possession of the land at the first return in the time 
of Cyrus, fulfilling 70 years of time for the land, but not the temple and the city.  
 
If the first seventy year period dealt with the civil power and the loss of control over the land and was marked by the 
expiring of the 490 years, the question might be asked, what about the second seventy year period that dealt with the 
city and the temple being destroyed. Is it mentioned or defined by anything in the bible? We find that the second time 
period is marked by the 390 and the 40 years of Ezekiel 4:5. From the division of the kingdom into the 10 and 2 
tribe kingdom, until the beginning of the siege of Jerusalem was exactly 390 years. The internal wording of the 
prophecy even predicts the siege of Jerusalem, so we know that we have the correct placing and interpretation in regard 
to the 390 and 40 years.  
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Some think that Ezekiel’s prophecy should be applied elsewhere, but if you think about it, why wouldn’t Ezekiel be at 
least looking for one fulfillment at what the prophecy claimed would happen to literal Jerusalem during his time, the 
destruction of the city!  
Ezek 4:7 Therefore thou shalt set thy face toward the siege of Jerusalem, and thine arm shall be uncovered, and thou 
shalt prophesy against it.(KJV) 
The revisionist chronology does not have the needed time in it to stop at the siege of Jerusalem which the prophesy is 
obviously dealing with, as so they point to the return from Babylon in 540 BC. Ezek 4:5-6 (5 For I have laid upon thee 
the years of their iniquity, according to the number of the days, three hundred and ninety days: so shalt thou bear the 
iniquity of the house of Israel. 
6 And when thou hast accomplished them, lie again on thy right side, and thou shalt bear the iniquity of the house of 
Judah forty days: I have appointed thee each day for a year. (KJV) 
 
In the application that we think is correct, we see that the 40 years in that prophecy overlaps the 390 by two years in 
that it started with the first time Jeremiah prophesied in warning against them, and ended at the destruction of the city. 
Yes there are other prophetic fulfillments of this prophecy, and you will find some of them in a table showing the 390, 
40 year prophecy earlier in this book, but even in that table, what Ezekiel saw happen historically was one of the 
fulfillments of the prophecy.  
 
It has recently come to our attention that there is one other possibility in regard to the 40 years of Ezekiel chapter 4 and 
that is that the bible could be referring to the 40 years that Solomon was king. That 40 would then be counted just prior 
to the time of the split in the kingdom and the start of the 390 years, which ended at the beginning of the siege of 
Jerusalem. Even if that is true there is a 40 year period in the place that we have it starting with Jeremiah’s first 
preaching until the time the city was destroyed. If that is true we would expect to find that same 40 year period in the 
other two later historical legs of the parallel associated with this prophecy. We intend to investigate this possibility. We 
do know that in the parallel table that we now have, the 40 years of Jeremiah parallels the one at the first advent from 
28.75 – 78.75 AD and the other one at this end of the age, which was the harvest time from 1873.75 – 1913.75 AD.. 
One problem that we see with the earlier 40 is that we are not sure what that 40 would have to do with the iniquity of 
Judah, since the kingdom was whole at the time. The time of Jeremiah seems to fit much better with what the prophecy 
is complaining about. 
 

One other Objection 
There is one other scripture that we need to consider. We see that 2 Chronicles 36:19-23 places the seventy Sabbaths at 
the same time as the 70 years of Babylon’s power that Jeremiah had prophesied about. That would seem to settle the 
issue of where it applied, except that the same verses at first glance seem to contradictorily be saying that the seventy 
Sabbaths punishment started when the temple and the city were destroyed.  
 
2 Chr 36:19-23) 19 And they burnt the house of God, and brake down the wall of Jerusalem, and burnt all the 
palaces thereof with fire, and destroyed all the goodly vessels thereof. 
20 And them that had escaped from the sword carried he away to Babylon; where they were servants to him and his 
sons until the reign of the kingdom of Persia: 
21A To fulfil the word of the LORD by the mouth of Jeremiah, until the land had enjoyed her sabbaths:  
21B for as long as she lay desolate she kept sabbath, to fulfil threescore and ten years. 
 
 
22 Now in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that the word of the LORD spoken by the mouth of Jeremiah might 
be accomplished, the LORD stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, that he made a proclamation throughout all 
his kingdom, and put it also in writing, saying, 
23 Thus saith Cyrus king of Persia, All the kingdoms of the earth hath the LORD God of heaven given me; and he hath 
charged me to build him an house in Jerusalem, which is in Judah. Who is there among you of all his people? The 
LORD his God be with him, and let him go up. (KJV) 
 
This set of verses says that Jeremiah had prophesied about the 70 Sabbaths of punishment, but Jeremiah never once 
actually said a word about the seventy years of punishment for the Sabbath years, by name. He only talked about the 70 
years of Babylon’s power over the nations and Judah!  The only place that the Sabbath punishment is ever mentioned 
prior to these verses, is when it was originally given in Lev chapter 26: That Chronicals does ascribe this idea to 
Jeremiah, does tell us that the writer thinks that the first seventy year period of time given by Jeremiah fulfilled 
the Sabbaths! The only way we can explain these verses, is if we see that even though Jeremiah did not mention the 
Sabbath punishments by name, it must have been understood at the time that the 70-year period of punishment that he 
had described in his prophecy, applied to the Sabbath warnings given in Leviticus. That writer is pointing to Jeremiah’s 
70 years, would again confirm that we are looking at the correct place for the Sabbath punishment when we place it 
with the first 70 years. 
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Some think that since this set of verses talks about the destruction of the city and the temple and then talks about the 70 
years of Jeremiah, that they have to have begin at the same time, namely at the destruction of Jerusalem. As we have 
seen in all of our discussion above, this can not be true since Jeremiah put the 70 years on all the nations and not just on 
Judah. We can harmonize the above verses if we see that the writer first describes the temple destruction, and 
then tells us that this fulfills the prophecy of Jeremiah in regard to the destruction, which Jeremiah had 
predicted.  
 
We would then view his statement about the seventy years as referring to Jeremiahs prediction about the seventy years, 
not about the destruction of the city. When he is talking about the desolations being 70 and that they fulfilled the 
Sabbaths, he is not saying that they had to be totally desolate without inhabitant to do that. That is an assumption that is 
made about these verses by those who assume that is how the prophecy was fulfilled. If we realize that to God the land 
was desolate when they lost their national sovereignty, then everything harmonizes and there was 70 years of 
desolations of the land, but not total desolation without anyone in the land. All we have to realize is that the desolation 
mentioned began with the loss of sovereignty by Josiah at his death. From that point until Daniel’s prayer in chapter 9 
was exactly 70 years. The destruction of the city that he mentioned does not have anything to do with the 70 years, but 
was also a fulfillment of Jeremiah’s prophecy. After a series of desolations, the final desolation was the destruction of 
the city and the carrying away to Babylon. 
 

The Battle of Carchemish 
Even though it doesn’t make much difference in regard to the 607BC date and the start of the 2520 years, we are going 
to have a discussion on some of the events that happened after Nebuchadnezzar took control of the Babylonian army 
and started the conquest of Palestine. This will give us a historical perspective of what happened, or could have 
happened during that time period. There are some questions in regard to those events that do not have good answers, in 
that the bible seems to conflict with what is commonly understood to have happened by some historians. There is a way 
that those historical events could be harmonized with the bible and we are going to outline our thoughts on this so that 
you have those possibilities before you. This is not one of those things where we are going to be able to say that we 
know for sure, but we think that we can come up with an explanation that fits the events or explains them, as we know 
them.  
 
One of the problems is that the bible says that Nebuchadnezzar came to Jerusalem in Jehoiakim’s third year, but most 
historians don’t think that it’s possible that he did it at that time. History didn’t seem to support the earlier date until 
recently, when new evidence came forth, which seems to indicate that there may have been an earlier battle at 
Jerusalem, or at least the threat of a battle, where at least some people were taken to Babylon. Daniel 1:1 PP9 Daniel 
1:1In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of Judah came Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon unto Jerusalem, and 
besieged it.  
Until recently this verse was the only information available concerning this capture of Jerusalem, except for a brief 
report from Josephus. However, <2 Kin 24:1>, as well as <2 Chr 36:6-7>, may possibly refer to it. In the absence of 
further proof it has become almost axiomatic among irreverent modern critics to deny that such an event ever occurred 
and to cite this as the author's first "historical blunder." As recently as February, 1956, the ancient documents were 
first published which now provide full historical support for Nebuchadnezzars presence in Judah at exactly this time 
(see JBL, Dec. 1956, Vol. LXXV, Pt. IV, p. 277). 
 It is distressing to see this new data ignored by recent writers (see B. W. Anderson, [Understanding the Old 
Testament], 1957, p. 355; N. K. Gottwald, [A Light to the Nations], 1959, p. 618; John Bright, [A History of Israel], 
1959, p. 569). Believers, however, need not wait for archaeological confirmation to accept Daniel's word. 
(from Wycliffe Commentary) 
 
We know that Nebuchadnezzar had taken some people from Judah, not very long after he crossed the Euphrates. Just 
how and when this occurred is not clear from secular history, but the bible supports the earlier date of the third year, in 
Dan 1:1-2. Daniel and his companions were already in Babylon in the third or fourth year of Jehoiakim, 606.25 - 
605.25 BC or Oct 607 - Oct 606 BC. Dan 1:1 In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of Judah came 
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon unto Jerusalem, and besieged it.  
Dan 1:2 And the Lord gave Jehoiakim king of Judah into his hand, with part of the vessels of the house of God: 
which he carried into the land of Shinar to the house of his god; and he brought the vessels into the treasure house of 
his god. 
 
Many change the dating on the above scripture to the fourth year so that they can make it agree with the battle of 
Carchemish, which occurred in Jehoiakim’s fourth year. This change is explained by using two different ways of 
counting kings reigns. Judah started counting from the beginning of the new king, as soon as the new king had come 
into power. Babylon did not count the new king until he had finished an accession year. This made one year of 
difference in the time a king was reckoned to have been on a throne. Daniel being in Babylon, is supposed to have used 
the accession year reckoning and that’s why the third year of Jehoiakim as seen in Babylon, could be the fourth year by 
the way Judah reckoned the length of reigns. 
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To help support the change to the fourth year Jeremiah is usually quoted. Jer 46:2 Against Egypt, against the army of 
Pharaoh-necho king of Egypt, which was by the river Euphrates in Carchemish, which Nebuchadrezzar king of 
Babylon smote in the fourth year of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah king of Judah. (KJV) 
 
If we examine the above scripture, and the context its found in, there is nothing there to prove one way or the other if 
that was the time that Jehoiakim was attacked the first time, because its only talking about the battle of Carchemish and 
the defeat of Egypt. It could have been at the same time, but it’s also possible that Nebuchadnezzar actually took 
Jerusalem or threatened to in the third year at a different event. The main reason that the change to the fourth year is 
accepted by most is that it is an easy solution to history being silent about a battle before that date. We need to get 
access to the JBL reference from the Wycliffe commentary, to see what new evidence was actually discovered that 
proves that this did happen. Whichever year it was, does not affect the rest of our discussion on the 70 years much, 
except that sometimes we are not sure if an event happened in the third or the fourth year. We favor the earlier dating 
somewhat since it makes better sense in how some things fit together, but we can’t claim that we know this for sure at 
this time. 
 
The parallel that we see later in the 390-40 table found later on in this book, shows that Babylon should have come 
against Judah or at least against Egypt who had control over them in about 607-606 BC. The problem is that both the 
bible and history are not very clear on this. We did find a reference in one history book that says Nebuchadnezzar crossed 
the Euphrates and took Kimuhu in about 607 BC. The Encyclopedias Britannica mentions a defeat of Babylon about this 
time by Egypt. So that defeat may have given Judah a temporary reprieve, just as the parallel shows. In the next year 
Babylon came back in 606 BC, the third year of Jehoiakim. By the end of the years of 605-604 BC Neb defeated Egypt 
completely. So if the table of the 390-40 parallels is correct, it would show that Jehoiakim should have been attacked in 
the actual third year of Jehoiakim. 
 
One other argument that could be made in favor of the actual third year of Jehoiakim, is that if the defeat would have 
occurred in the fourth year at the battle of Carchemish, Jerusalem would have had to of capitulated completely to 
Babylon. As we will see in the discussion following this, it does not appear that Judah was under Babylon’s complete 
control as late as even the fifth year. So that may support our earlier speculation that Judah was attacked first and gave 
in to Babylon, hoping that they would remove them from the control of Egypt and that they would be able to win free 
from Babylon later. 
 
Whichever year it happened in, the third of the fourth, Jehoiakim did not appear to lose completely that first time. The 
reason that we say this is because the account in Dan 1:2 says that he only took “part” of the temple vessels. If it 
would have been a complete defeat such as at Carchemish, he would have taken them all, and many prisoners, 
but instead he only took a few. Some historians think Nebuchadnezzar may have made a deal with Jehoiakim, and he 
may have given up hostages and some of the temple vessels in exchange for his being left on the throne. He would have 
probably had to swear allegiance to Neb and offered to pay tribute each year in order to remain independent. That 
would then explain why Daniel and his companions were given preferential treatment and schooling while they were in 
Babylon.  
 
In the bible it tells us that Jehoiakim became Nebs servant for three years and then he rebelled.  II Ki 24:1 In his days 
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came up, and Jehoiakim became his servant three years: then he turned and rebelled 
against him.(ASV)  
These three years are started at different times by different commentators, depending on their view of other events. 
Jeremiah 52:28 when it gives the lists of people being carried away, does not record any people having been 
carried away in any year before the 11th year of Jehoiakim, which was Nebs seventh year. Perhaps the earlier time 
when Daniel was taken away in the third or fourth year was not recorded, because the siege may not have been lost 
completely or there were not that many carried away. It might also have been a voluntary exile in which an agreement 
was made and prominent sons of Jewish families would have been taken to Babylon for training and to guarantee 
loyalty back home. This would agree with the thought that Neb was bought off with treasure from the temple and with 
hostages, such as Daniel. Judah might not have looked upon that as a defeat, having saved the day by the payment of 
tribute and hostages.  
 
If we think that Jehoiakim had lost completely to Babylon in Jehoiakim’s third or fourth year, we then need to 
explain the following scriptures, which appear to be contradictory to that having happened. The following verses 
make it more likely that he surrendered so that he could keep his throne. 
Jer 36:9-10) 9 And it came to pass in the fifth year of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah king of Judah, in the ninth month, 
that they proclaimed a fast before the LORD to all the people in Jerusalem, and to all the people that came from the 
cities of Judah unto Jerusalem. 
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10 Then read Baruch in the book the words of Jeremiah in the house of the LORD, in the chamber of Gemariah the son 
of Shaphan the scribe, in the higher court, at the entry of the new gate of the LORD's house, in the ears of all the 
people. (KJV) 
Jer 36:22-24) 22 Now the king sat in the winterhouse in the ninth month: and there was a fire on the hearth burning 
before him.23 And it came to pass, that when Jehudi had read three or four leaves, he cut it with the penknife, and cast 
it into the fire that was on the hearth, until all the roll was consumed in the fire that was on the hearth. 
24 Yet they were not afraid, nor rent their garments, neither the king, nor any of his servants that heard all these 
words. 
 
These verses seem to show that Jerusalem couldn’t have been completely captured yet even in the fifth year, Jeremiah 
36:9, because the king and his councilors were still free at that time and that they were not afraid. In support of that 
thought, the bible does not record any other battles or carrying away until the eleventh year, except the one mentioned 
by Daniel in the third year. If the city had been taken already, it’s strange that the bible would not mention that Judah 
had already been completely defeated by Babylon, when it talks about what happened in the fifth year. Instead it says 
that the king and his councilors were not afraid when warned about Babylon and that they cut up the prophecy and 
threw it in the fire. If Neb had come in the third year and then left, after making a deal with Judah, that could explain 
why they were not afraid. It’s also possible, as we will discuss later, that this may have been the time that they were 
contemplating throwing off the yoke of Babylon. They would have been somewhat independent yet, but they most 
likely had to pay tribute to stay that way. That is why we think that the three years of servitude to Neb were from the 
third or fourth year of Jehoiakim.  
 
The most likely order of events is that we should be looking at the third or fourth year, as the year in which he had 
made the deal with Nebuchadnezzar. He would then have been Neb servant for the three years mentioned in the bible. 
In the fourth and the fifth year, when we see Jeremiah prophesying about Babylon coming and destroying the city, it 
would be because they had been discussing the possibility of rebelling against the agreement. Jeremiah would be 
warning them not to do that, telling them that they should remain Nebs servant. We see this again mentioned in 
chapters 27-28 of Jeremiah. The only problem we have with those chapters is that there is some confusion in regard to 
when this prophecy was given.  
 
It says in verse 1 of chapter 27 that it was given in the beginning of Jehoiakim’s reign, but in verse 3, 12  and in chapter 
28 it likewise assigns it to Zedekiah. In verse 12, in the Dead Sea bible, which gives the verses that have some 
differences from the received version, it says that Jeremiah was to speak to King Zedekiah in the same manner. So we 
think that it is likely that the command to put the yoke on was actually given in the reign of Jehoiakim, and that 
Jeremiah was to pass this same message onward to all of the succeeding kings and that at the time this text is speaking 
of, Zedekiah had just received the same message as Jehoiakim. 
 
If we think that this prophecy was given in the fourth year of Jehoiakim, as verse 1 says and that these are part of the 
words of Jeremiah that were written on the scroll in the fourth year, then that would make this the same scroll that king 
Jehoiakim cut up in the fifth year and burned in the fire. Again this shows that Nebuchadnezzar was not considered to 
be a threat yet at that time. Either they felt safe because of an agreement between the two kings, or else this was the 
time that Nebuchadnezzar was having difficulties and they thought that they could win free of his influence. 
Jer 36:1 And it came to pass in the fourth year of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah king of Judah, that this word came unto 
Jeremiah from the LORD, saying, (KJV) 
Jer 36:22-23 (22 Now the king sat in the winterhouse in the ninth month: and there was a fire on the hearth burning 
before him. 
23 And it came to pass, that when Jehudi had read three or four leaves, he cut it with the penknife, and cast it into the 
fire that was on the hearth, until all the roll was consumed in the fire that was on the hearth. (KJV) 
 
Another serious problem that we have with placing the beginning of the servitude as late as the fifth or sixth year is that 
the bible actually does not record any captives being taken away in the fifth or sixth year. There is no mention of 
anything happening in that year at all.  If he had come with his army again at that time, he surely would have removed 
more captives and slaves as well as more treasure from the temple. The only biblical record of captives after the third 
year of Jehoiakim was in his eleventh year, when he was disposed.  
 
The only way that we can harmonize all this as we said before, is that Jehoiakim may have surrendered the nation to 
Babylon’s control in about 607-606 BC without a battle. He may have offered allegiance to Nebuchadnezzar at that 
time and paid tribute so that he could stay on the throne, with no captives being taken away with the possible exception 
of Daniel and his companions. He would have then rebelled three years later, which would have been in either the sixth 
or seventh year of Jehoiakim. At that time there may have been a new alliance between any surviving countries and 
Egypt, in an attempt to throw off the Babylonian yoke. The bible says that Nebuchadnezzar kept harassing Jehoiakim 
with bands of foreign troops, but that the Babylonian army did not come until the ninth year. That would be why the 
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bible does not record any captives being carried away until the eleventh year, when Neb took the city completely 
because of Jehoiakim’s rebellion against him.  
 
The above solution would fit better with the scriptures in Jeremiah regarding the fourth and the fifth year. That would 
also be why the bible declared him the head of gold in 604-603 BC. By that time he would have controlled the entire 
area, either outright our through tribute. 
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At this point we would like to discuss one other important event that happened during the process of the return. That 
was the point in time, which marked the beginning of the 70 weeks of Daniel chapter 9, and the start of the 490 years. 
 
The Seventy Weeks  
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being dependant on 454.25 BC being the correct date of the decree. We simply don’t start counting until the beginning 
of the next seven-year cycle.. 
 

Three Jubilees and Three Sabbaths Cycles 
So using the 50-year Jubilee, how do we calculate when the first seven-year period starts after the decree? The 
Jubilees started in 1575.25 BC when Israel came to the Promised Land. From there we count 50-year cycles for each 
one. The last Jubilee that Israel was able to keep while still in the land, the nineteenth, ended in 625.25 BC, which is 
one year after the center point of the years, 3500 years after  the fall of Adam. This is allowing 50 years per Jubilee 
cycle, and not 49 as is understood by some. Without going into it here, we point you back to the 2500 year chronology 
patterns found earlier in this book, in which we see that the tabernacle fence indicates a 50-year Jubilee cycle. Since 
God did not stop counting the Jubilee cycles, just because of the punishment for the Sabbath years that were not kept, if 
we extend the cycles three more Jubilees, we get, 575.25 BC, 525.25 BC, and finally 475.25 BC.  
 
That is the last possible Jubilee before the time that we are considering. Note that we are not saying that Israel kept 
those Jubilees, because they couldn’t, not being in the land, but only that the cycle of the Jubilees would continue 
onward, since there was going to be an antitypical application to the Jubilees later. From the last possible Jubilee before 
the date needed, we would then start counting 7-year Sabbath cycles, since that was how the date of the next Jubilee 
would have been reckoned. We find that there are also three of those cycles, with the first seven-year cycle bringing us 
to 468.25 BC, the next would be 461.25 BC, and finally we would arrive at 454.25 BC or 455 BC! The decree would 
have occurred in the last seven-year period and the counting could not begin until the start of the nect seven year cycle 
which would have been 454.25 BC. 
 
That is the exact date that we need in order to start the 490 years so that we get the correct crucifixion date of April of 
33 AD! If we were to count 69 seven-year periods more from 454.25 BC, we would find ourselves at 28.75 AD or 29 
AD, which was when our Lord was baptized at the river Jordan. The last seven-year cycle began there and the midst of 
that seven-year period was 32.25 BC, or April of 33 AD, which was when our Lord was crucified. The last 3.5 years 
would then be the 3.5 years extra of exclusive favor that Israel had after the crucifixion. At the end of the 490 years, 
would have been when Peter was sent to the Gentiles. Since the entire last 7-year period has been fulfilled at the first 
advent, there is no delayed fulfillment of 3.5 years, as some religious fundamentalists try to claim.  
 
The 7 cycles of seven that the angel marked off before the 62 cycles of seven, was just as the angel described, 
troublesome times. By the end of those 49 years, we see that Israel was firmly established and back in the land, with a 
temple and the city complete with all of its walls and gates. There does not seem to be any documentation of the end of 
this period in the bible, but history shows that time to be troublesome, just as the angel had predicted.  
 
If we were to count a 7-year pattern of Sabbath cycles as counted from the first Jubilee, but without counting jubilee 
years, we would find that they mark a point 1 year before the date needed, while the 50-year Jubilee cycles marks Oct 
of that year. Oct is the time of the year that the Jubilee was put into practice. We don’t know if there is any significance 
to the seven-year Sabbath cycle calculation, but it is close enough to warrant further study. See the discussion earlier 
regarding the possibility that there may have been a 7-year Sabbath cycle as well as a 50-year Jubilee cycle.  
 
One other interesting thing, is that in the table above, since the 454.25 BC date is the correct starting point for the 490 
years, even though it may not be the correct date regarding the decree to rebuild the city, we note that 444.25 BC, 
which is the end of the 70 years, is exactly 10 years after 454.25 BC. That makes the first portion 60 years, which gives 
us 60+10 = 70 years.  We don’t think that exact ratio is an accident, but we are not sure of the complete significance at 
this time Here are a couple of suggestions. The number 60 is made up of 6, and ten or 6 tens. Six in the bible signifies 
man’s number, which is not just the man of sin; it could simply be pointing to the fact that Christ was coming to the 
world to save men, who the number 6 applies to. The number 10 signifies earthly dominium, and Christ received 
authority over the earth when he was faithful on the cross. That 10 would apply to the makeup of the 60 as well as to 
the ten that was left of the 70 years after we count 60 years to the start point of the 70 Sabbaths. The seventy has in 
addition, a seven involved with its number, which represents a perfect and complete spiritual quantity. Christ definitely 
fits perfectly with that number and he also came to call a spiritual class, the church. For example we find the seven 
churches in Revelation, representing the entire Gospel age church. In an appendix in the Companion Bible, there is a 
listing of what each number as used in the bible seems to signify. Bullinger also published a book on this topic, which 
we think is reprinted and still available, at least it was about 10 years ago.  
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In the next section we are going to present some things that are not directly related to the consideration of the 6000 year 
timeline. There are several important things we are going to add here.  
 
We think that there is an important chronology consideration that shows that the 1260, 1290, and 1335 chronology 
from Daniel has a double application. One application that we are familiar with from the volumes deals with Papacy. 
The second application of the prophecy appears to deal with the nation of Israel and the conflict between them and 
Islam. Since that appears to be important at this time of the end, we are including it for consideration. 



 
 
 

 

ISRAEL’S 
ECCLEASIASTICAL  
POWER 

 ISRAEL’S 
CIVIL POWER  
AND THE LAND  

 

Assyria begins attacking the 10 
tribes. Seige of Symaria for 3 yr. 

724.75 BC   

10 Tribes Destroyed by Assyria 
Temple remains in Judah. 

721.25 BC   

 717.75 BC   
    
 609.75 Assyria conquered by Babylon 609.75 
Babylon begins to conquer 
Palestine. 

606.25 BC Neb crosses Euphrates conquering 
and then started to take control of 
Judah shortly after  this time 

606.25 BC 
Oct 607 BC 

Nebuchadnezzar becomes head 
of gold, 603.75-602.75. 

602.75 BC Neb completes conquest of 
Palestine, becomes head of gold. 

602.75 BC 

    
  Vision of future given Dan10-12 534.75 BC 
   531.25 BC 
  Last year of Cyrus 527.75 BC 
    
 535.25 AD   
Papacy gets involved with civil 
power. 

538.75 AD 
Oct 539 AD 

Military force is used at Revenna 
to put down Arians, non-trins. 

 

 542.25 AD   
    
    
Persia occupied by Arabs.  Begin Moslem conquests. 650.25 AD 
  Arabs conquered Armenia. 653.75 AD 
  Sunni Moslems get dominate civil 

power in Palestine. 
657.25 AD 

    
    
 1795.25 AD   
Papacy loses civil power 1798.75 AD 

Oct 1799 
  

 1802.25 AD   
    
Miller and Cambell begin? 1828.25 AD   
    
 1870.25 AD Modern Germany established.  
End 6000. Start of second 
presence. 

1873.75 AD Begin 40-year harvest.  

Judgement spiritual house. 1877.25 AD Silence for half an hour, 3.5 year?  
    
    
 1910.25 AD Agadir crisis. Nations prepare war 1910.25 AD 
End 40 year harvest. 1913.75 AD Nations involved with Papacy 

begin to destroy themselves. 
1913.75 AD 
Oct 1914   

1917 Belfour declaration. A 
Jewish state advocated  

1917.25 AD 
April 1918 

Collapse of Turkish resistance in 
Palestine in 1918. Islamic Arabs 
no longer in control of Palestine. 

1917.25 AD 
April 1918 

.    
    
   1943.75 AD 
  Start war of independence. Israel 

invaded in May. War ends 1949. 
1947.25 AD 
April 1948 

  Kenesset to Jerusalem in 1950. 1950.75 AD 
    
2300 years from Alexander the 
Great 334 BC. 

1966.25 AD Jerusalem restored in June 1967 
AD, Dan 8:14. 

1966.25 AD 

    
   1985.25 AD 
Berlin wall fell! Israel 40 years 
old. 

 Mass return of Jewish people 
from Russia begins. 

1988.75 AD 
Oct 1989 

This is the first time that the 
Palestininians have admitted that 
Israel has the right to exist. 

1992.25 AD 
April 1993 

Declaration of principles on 
interim self government signed by 
Israel and the PLO. 

1992.25 AD 
April 1993 
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Note – The 
dates that 
have a gray 
background 
are the 
intersect 
points from 
the 1260 and 
2520 year 
circle 
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Bible students are familiar with the 1260, 1290, and the 1335 years from Daniel, which are reckoned and 
applied at a day for a year. The right hand side of the table on the previous page explores the possibility 
that there is a second application of the 1260, 1290, and 1335 years. The left hand traditional column shows 
the ten tribes losing civil power to Assyria. If we proceed 1260 years from that date we see the power 
transferred to first Rome and from there to Papacy in 539 AD, which kept it for 1260 years. Note that there 
is only 1260 years in that time area if we make the two balancing 20 changes to our chronology. Papacies 
1260 years of power ended in 1799 AD.  
 
The end time from that date proceeded gradually in further steps of 1290, and 1335 years. There was a 
gradual restoration of the truth as well as a separating away from the false system at each of these steps. 
Blessed were those of the church who reached the end of the 1335 in 1874 AD. The kings, who illegally 
held power with Papacy during the dark ages, were destroyed at the end of the 40-year harvest in 1914, 
which was 2520 years after Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon first attacked Palestine in 607 BC. The loss 
of civil power by Papacy in 1799 AD is 2520 years after the loss of power to Assyria by the ten tribes. 
 
In the second application, we start with the date that Nebuchadnezzar is called the head of gold in 603 BC 
and the rise to power of Babylon over Palestine. Next instead of Papacy, 1260 years later, we see the 
Moslems taking literal control of the holy land. We then go another 1260 years to the end of WW1 in 1918 
AD. It was during that war that Britain took control of Palestine away from the Islamic Moslems Turks.. 
This was when Britain made a proclamation that the Jewish people should have a home in Palestine. After 
the collapse of Turkish resistance in Palestine in 1918 the Islamic Arabs were no longer in control of 
Palestine. That was exactly 2520 years after the time that Neb took complete control of Palestine (602.75 or 
603 BC). If we start in 603 BC, the 1290 reaches to 1948, which was when the war for independence 
began.  
 
If we start in 603 BC, the 1335 years reaches to 1993, which was about the time that the Russian empire 
finished disintegrating. The fall of Russia was important for Israel because they were the arms supplier to 
their enemies, the Arabs. Also because the Russian empire had collapsed, the Jewish people who had 
been trapped there were then free to return to Israel and large numbers of them have done so. 
Blessed are the Jewish people who reached that time and who returned to Israel. 
 
Because the Palestinians had lost their arms supplier and the support of other Arab countries, they were 
forced to try to make a peace deal with Israel. This peace effort happened in 1993, exactly where the 
second 1335 pointed. Both Israel and the PLO signed a peace document on Sept 13, 1993 and was called 
“Declaration of Principles On Interim Self-Government Arrangements”. In this agreement both parties 
agreed to work towards a final peace that would include self-government for the Palestinians, and the right 
to exist for Israel. In a letter from Arafat to Rabin, dated Sept 9, 1993, the PLO recognized the right of 
Israel to exist in peace and security. The PLO affirmed that all operating provisions of their covenant that 
were inconsistent with the commitments of the letter were to be declared inoperative and no longer valid. 
These documents are found at the on line site of the “Jewish Student Online Research Center (Jsource). 
http://www.us-israel.org/jsource/Peace/dop.html http://www.us-israel.org/jsource/Peace/recogn.html 
 
Even though the Palestinians signed the peace agreement, almost everyone admits that they have not lived 
up to it.  We think that since they signed the agreement, God is going to hold them accountable for it. If 
they persist in trying to destroy Israel or in trying to get complete control of Jerusalem God will have a 
reckoning with them. Since there is a 40-year harvest and then judgment at the end of the spiritual house, 
we may find a similar period at the end of the civil power section although we are not certain that it is 40 
years. If it is forty years, 2033 may be when we find Israel restored to full favor and Islam shown to be 
another false prophet just as Papacy was. That would not be the end of the church, which would have to be 
gone by that time, but it could be the time the New Covenant would come to the world, and would be when 
Israel’s enemies would be permanently defeated. The date that the Berlin wall fell, Oct 1989, is also on the 
chart, but only if we take into account the 3.5 +3.5 year overlap, which we find at all of the major node 
points. That 3.5-year overlap exists on all of the time lengths of 1260, 1290, 1335 and 2520. This seems to 
show that God designed the events to occur over a 7-year span. 

http://www.us-israel.org/jsource/Peace/dop.html
http://www.us-israel.org/jsource/Peace/recogn.html


What about the Double Punishment 
 

59

 
What is the double punishment? 

There is some question on the use of the word double as it applies to our 1845 year parallels, so we are 
going to take a look at that word and see if there is a problem with how we use it. In the volumes, when the 
1845-year parallels are explained, there are references to some scriptures, which seem to support the favor, 
disfavor concept involved in the parallels. These passages all have the word “double” in them and in the 
volumes it is explained that this means that Israel would have the same amount of disfavor as they 
originally had favor. The favor is figured from the death of Jacob to the death of Christ and was 1845 years. 
The idea is that the disfavor would then be 1845 years in length and that it would end in 1878 when the 
nominal system was judged guilty. As we saw in some of the chronology tables earlier in this work, we 
have shown that the 1845 parallel reaches to at least 1918 AD. After that time, Israel would then be able to 
gradually return to the land because their period of disfavor was past, and history shows that this is exactly 
when Jews were allowed to own land in Palestine again so we know that the doubles are historically 
supported.  
 
In the book the Divine Plan and its chronology, we showed that there is a repeating 1845-year pattern, and 
that there is no doubt that the 1845-year concept is correct. But even with that proof and the historical proof 
above, some still question the validity of using these references in conjunction with the parallels, saying 
that they do not refer to them, but to other events. For that reason we are going to take a look at the places 
the word double is used and see if we can still use these verses in the original manner or not. 
 
 We find that there are three references that use the word #4932 and one that uses 3718. We will first look 
at the two references in Jeremiah, which are the word #4932. 
Jer 16:18 And first I will recompense their iniquity and their sin double; because they have defiled my 
land, they have filled mine inheritance with the carcases of their detestable and abominable things.(KJV) 
Jer 17:18 Let them be confounded that persecute me, but let not me be confounded: let them be dismayed, 
but let not me be dismayed: bring upon them the day of evil, and destroy them with double destruction. 
Zech 9:12 Turn you to the strong hold, ye prisoners of hope: even to day do I declare that I will render 
double unto thee; (KJV)  
4932  mishneh (mish-neh'); from 8138; properly, a repetition, i.e. a duplicate (copy of a document), or a 
double (in amount); by implication, a second (in order, rank, age, quality or location):  
KJV-- college, copy, double, fatlings, next, second (order), twice as much. 
 
As we can see, the word means copy or duplicate, and some dictionaries say it can mean mirror. One word 
of caution on this word, is that it has three different meanings, as it is used in the bible, so looking at all 
other places of use will not help that much in determining how it is used in Jeremiah. In looking at just the 
references before us, we have to admit that it is difficult to determine what was meant by the original 
passage, except that we are sure that God was not going to punish them twice for the same thing. 
 
In a lot of references like this, we think that there is an original application to Israel that the Jewish people 
would have recognized in their time as being the fulfillment. Once we see what that fulfillment is, then we 
may be able to use that to determine the more full meaning of the prophecy. If we look at the Jer 16:18 
reference, we see that one of the reasons the punishment is coming upon them, is because they had defiled 
the land. We know that they did this by bringing idol worship into the country as well as not keeping the 
Sabbath years, which is why, we are told elsewhere by Jeremiah that God was going to punish them for 70 
years because of their not giving the land rest.  
 
As we determined earlier in this book, we found that there was going to be 70 years of punishment, because 
they had failed to keep 70 years of Sabbath rest. In the 7-year Sabbath cycle, in which it appears from 
Jeremiah 34:13-17, that the Jubilee years were not taken into account. If that is true, the 490 years would go 
from the time of king Saul, until the last independent king, Josiah was killed and the country taken over by 
Egypt. The 50-year Jubilee cycle also had an application related to the other one, in that it would have 
taken 10 more years to complete, because the Jubilee cycles would have taken 10 more years. That time 
period would have reached to the time that Nebuchadnezzar removed Jehoiachin from the throne and 
placed Zedekiah in his place. Service in the temple would have been difficult if not impossible because all 
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of the temple vessels were taken. This would seem to be the first time that Judah was under 
Nebuchadnezzar’s control completely. 
II Ki 24:12-18) 12 And Jehoiachin the king of Judah went out to the king of Babylon, he, and his mother, 
and his servants, and his princes, and his officers: and the king of Babylon took him in the eighth year of 
his reign. 
13 And he carried out thence all the treasures of the house of the LORD, and the treasures of the king's 
house, and cut in pieces all the vessels of gold which Solomon king of Israel had made in the temple of the 
LORD, as the LORD had said. 
14 And he carried away all Jerusalem, and all the princes, and all the mighty men of valour, even ten 
thousand captives, and all the craftsmen and smiths: none remained, save the poorest sort of the people of 
the land. 
15 And he carried away Jehoiachin to Babylon, and the king's mother, and the king's wives, and his 
officers, and the mighty of the land, those carried he into captivity from Jerusalem to Babylon. 
16 And all the men of might, even seven thousand, and craftsmen and smiths a thousand, all that were 
strong and apt for war, even them the king of Babylon brought captive to Babylon. 
17 And the king of Babylon made Mattaniah his father's brother king in his stead, and changed his name to 
Zedekiah. 
18 Zedekiah was twenty and one years old when he began to reign, and he reigned eleven years in 
Jerusalem. And his mother's (KJV) 
If we find that there is no 7-year Sabbath cycle that is independent of the Jubilee, then the above event 
would be where the Sabbaths were counted to with a 50-year cycle. The 7-year Sabbath cycle seems to deal 
more with the earthly things, such as the land. The 50-year Jubilee cycle seems to go more with the temple 
and spiritual things.  
 
We are still reserving judgment on there being a separate repeating 7-year Sabbath cycle, but we know that 
the 50-year application had a fulfillment without a doubt. Since either way would define 70 Sabbath 
years that had not been kept, we are going to suggest that this is the original fulfillment of the 
Jeremiah passage, in that we have 70 years of punishment, for 70 years of error regarding the 70 
Sabbath years. 
 
So after looking at the original fulfillment, we would then expect to find a second fulfillment of these same 
prophecies regarding the double, which applies on a much larger scale. When we look to see how the full 
application of this prophecy could apply, we find that instead of two 70 year periods, there is 1845 years of 
favor, versus 1845 years of disfavor. So in the example of the two Jeremiah prophecies, we can see that this 
appears to be the correct application in regard to those verses, because there was an equal amount of favor 
and disfavor in both applications of the prophecy.  
 
That same word is used in Zechariah 9:12, so we are going to take a look at that reference and see if we can 
determine if that verse is showing us the same thing. That verse we have to admit appears to be used in a 
different manner, which does not use time in its application. It seems to be saying that even though Israel 
had been punished, God would restore double the prosperity of what they originally had. That was true in 
the time of Zechariah and it will be true again in the time of the kingdom when Israel returns to full favor 
before God. Israel will have a much bigger role in the kingdom than they ever thought of having before. 
 
The only other reference that we have left to consider is Isaiah chapter 40, verse 2. 
Isa 40:2 Speak ye comfortably to Jerusalem, and cry unto her, that her warfare is accomplished, that her 
iniquity is pardoned: for she hath received of the LORD’S hand double for all her sins. (KJV)  
3718  kephel (keh'-fel); from 3717; a duplicate:  
KJV-- double. 
 
While this is a different word, we think that the full application of this reference is exactly as it used in 
Jeremiah, in that just as they were favored for 1845 years, they received 1845 years of punishment. To 
show that antitypical application is correct, we need to see if there was a simular application of this 
prophecy in the time of Isaiah or at least in the time by the time that Nebuchadnezzar removed Judah. 
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In determining what the original punishment was in the time of the prophets, we need to look at the 
previous chapter in Isaiah where we see that because Hezekiah had showed the riches of Israel to the king 
of Babylon, God had warned him that all of it would be carried away to Babylon. Reading from there on 
into the next chapter we see that what we are being shown that even though that punishment would occur, 
that their time of punishment would be in reference to a double. The double punishment during the time of 
the Babylonian captivity was the 70 years we saw above and earlier in this book. They were being punished 
for 70 years of missed Sabbaths. In the full antitypical application of this prophecy, we again see that it was 
going to be 1845 years. They had favor for 1845 years and they would lose their favor for 1845 years in 
order to punish them for transgressions. 
 
So in conclusion, we can see that the Jeremiah prophecy as well as the one in Isaiah chapter 40 is referring 
to a span of time. In the original sense it was 70 years, but in the full application of the prophecy it is 1845 
years.  
 
Fulfillment 1 
Because 70 years of Sabbaths were not kept, there was going to be an exact punishment of 70 years. 
 
Fulfillment 2 
Because Israel had 1845 years of favor before they were cast off, there was going to be 1845 years of 
disfavor or punishment, with them out of the land. Exactly at the end of the 1845-year punishment they 
were able to own land in Palestine again. 
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In considering the time area from the covenant with Abraham, until the coming out of Egypt, some have suggested that we 
should add 170 years to this period. They think that this time period is to short for the number of Israelites that came out of 
Egypt at the exodus. We have looked into this and we don’t think that this is correct. The traditional thought on this area is 
that the 430 years of Exodus 12:40, 41, is from the covenant with Abraham, until the leaving of Egypt. There are actually 
three different possibilities that we know of in this regard. 

 
The Three Different Possibilities 

(1) The traditional view dates from the covenant with Abraham at 75. (2) The second one counts from Jacobs move to 
Egypt. (3) The third one counts from the birth of Reuben. 

 
Only View One Has a Reasonable Generation Length 

Both view 2 and 3, have a major problem, in that the length of a generation, turns out to be unreasonably long. We have the 
genealogy tables in Matt 1:1-17, and the one in Luke 3:23-38, in which both agree as far as the number of generations 
through this time area. It’s possible to identify the generations that went into Egypt, from the scriptures, and the ones that 
came out of Egypt in these lists. Having done that, if we figure the length of the generations, we arrive at some startling 
conclusions. In the case of # 3 we wind up with each generation being 102.25 years, which seems way to long. In the case of 
#2 we would be even longer, which rules that out as well. In the case of the traditional #1 view, we get 53.75 years, which 
while long, is not to bad considering the longer life spans of the Patriarchs. See the attached generation chart Appendix A.  

 
Are There Generations Dropped From the List? 

It can be argued that some generations have been left out of this list, and we agree this was possible in for example the case 
of generations that perhaps had violated the giving of the law. As we have seen in the previous appendix, we think this may 
actually have happened in the period of the judges, where we find several periods where God turned them over to the 
Philistines etc. In the period of the Kings we know definitely of at least three kings that were dropped from the list found in 
the new testament. 
 
In the case of the Judges, we think its a valid possibility, regarding dropping the generations, in that they were under the law 
during that time. The bad generations may not have been counted because of severe violations of the law. Since we don’t 
know whom or how many those generations totaled, we can’t calculate this. See the attached explanation regarding the 480-
year question.  
 

This Method Would Not Work For the Period of the Patriarchs 
That this type of adjustment fixes the problem, would seem to indicate that they did not count the corrupt generations, after 
the law was given, and this would explain the 480-year question on 1 Kings 6:1. Unfortunately for view #2 and 3, we cannot 
use this method, since they were not under the law then and so they should not have dropped generations out of the list. The 
scriptures do not give us any indication that God was upset with them in Egypt, but we do find several incidences of 
punishment from the Exodus to David totaling 119 years. 

 
Adding 170 in This Period Messes Up Other Parts of the Chronology 

The view that supports the thought that we should add 170 years to the time in Egypt, also removes some time out of the 
chronology later to balance this out. While this keeps our chronology intact, in regard to the total length, it still messes up 
much of our chronology. The 1845-year parallel seems only to work with view 1 or 3, after the change. Unfortunately view 
3 also requires changing the Jubilees and the 2520 years! An argument is that this makes #3 the only viable solution, 
because the 1845-year parallel still works with it. Due to the messed up jubilees we are not in favor of this change. We think 
#1 is the correct solution. 
 

The Septuagint Confirms Method #1 
We find that in further defense of #1, if we look in the Septuagint translation for Exodus 12:41, it adds a phrase to this 
verse, in that it has the sojourning of the children of Israel, not only in Egypt, but it also places the sojourning in the 
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land of Canaan. Abraham entered the land of Canaan at the age of 75, and God made the covenant with him at that time. In 
Gen 12:1-5 we are told that God made it a condition, that Abraham leave the country that he was in, and that when he did 
that, entering the land of Canaan, God made the covenant with him then.  

 
Even if it were argued that the Septuagint version is wrong, we see that both Abraham and Sarah went into the land of 
Egypt, shortly after this covenant, Gen. 12:10, because of a famine. This seems to be an argument by itself, that even with 
the traditional text, we should start the 430 at the covenant. 

 
Where Did the Large Population that Came out of Egypt Come From 

In support of the argument, for the extra 170 years in Egypt, it’s said that there were not enough generations, to produce all 
of the people that left Egypt. First of all, we should recognize that God had blessed the Israelites, and that even the 
scriptures mention the large and unusual population growth that they had (Ex 1:7-12). We agree that without further 
explanation, we still would be hard pressed to explain this growth, but we do have some thoughts that make this seem more 
likely.  
 

How Many Wives Did They Have? 
The problem that we have occurs when we try to figure out the multiplications of the generations, from our modern 
viewpoint. We think in terms of one man and one wife, but this was not the case in the time of the Patriarchs, and we 
assume this applies afterward, until at least the time of the law and in some cases after that. That adjustment by itself makes 
the large population growth more possible, in that the more wives that they had, the more Israel would have multiplied.  
 
We also see that they were in favor with the ruling family, at least at first, which would have provided money and resources 
that they would not have had for large families under normal circumstances. This helps make the large population growth 
possible!  
 

Could They Have Married Egyptian Wives? 
We are not sure about this, but we do not think that there was any command saying that they could not marry Egyptians. If 
that was the case, they could have added greatly to their family size. Anyone that they married in this manner would have 
become an Israelite through marriage. We also need to ask the question about all their servants that went with them. They 
and all their families could have all been counted as Israelites at the time of the exodus. 

 
The 400 Years of Gen 15:13 

The 400 years question would work from any of the three views. In the case of #1, we see that it reaches from the mocking 
of Isaac, at the age of 5, until they left Egypt exactly 400 years later. When God talked to Abraham about the 400 years in 
Gen 15:13, he used the word seed. “And he said unto Abram, Know of a surety that thy seed shall be a stranger in a land 
that is not theirs, and shall serve them; and they shall afflict them four hundred years”. Gen 15:14 “And also that nation, 
whom they shall serve, will I judge: and afterward shall they come out with great affliction”. 

 
The Seed of Abraham 

We think the word seed is the clue that we need in this regard. “2233  zera` (zeh'-rah);from 2232; seed; figuratively, fruit, 
plant, sowing-time, posterity: KJV-- X carnally, child, fruitful, seed (-time), sowingtime.” It should be obvious that 
Abraham’s seed would be Isaac, (the literal seed of promise), and this is the seed from which we should count the 400 years. 
This fact only fits with view #1.  
 

Isaac Pictured Christ 
We can think of no reason, why we should skip Isaac as being part of the seed. We also see that Isaac was the child of 
promise and that he was the seed that pictured the spiritual seed, Christ, that was to come, so again we can think of no good 
reason to skip over him to Reuben! Only with the traditional view does the 400 years point at Isaac!  
 

Seven Thousand Years of History, From the Fall of Adam, Until the Complete 
Restoration of Adam and His Descendants
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EVENT COMMENTS OR SCRIPTURE  REVISED  

DATING 
Creation = year -2 Adam spent 2 years in the garden.  4128.25 BC 
    
Fall of Adam = year 0 Count of 7000 starts here!  4126.25 BC 
 
1054 To the birth of Noah 
from the fall. 

To Seth=130 from creation, To Enosh=105, To Kenan=90, To 
Mahalalel=70, To Jared=65,To Enoch=162, To Methusaleh=65, To 
Lamech=187, To Noah=182 (Gen 5:1-29) Total of years = 1056. 
Subtracting the 2 years in the garden leaves 1054. 

  
3072.25 BC 

    
Start of the flood From Noah’s birth to the start of the flood = 600 (Gen7: 6)  2472.25 BC 
End of the flood. The flood ended 1 year later. Gen 8:13-14  2471.25 BC 
    
LINK #1 = 1654 YEARS TO 
START OF  THE FLOOD 

This is counted from the fall Adam and not the creation!   

    
 
427 To the covenant with 
Abraham at age 75. 

To Arpachshad’s=2, To Shelah=35, To Eber=30, To Pegleg=34, To
Reu=30, To Serug=32, To Nahor=30, To Terah=29, To death of
Terah when Abraham was 75 at giving of covenant=205. Total
=427 (Gen 11:10-12:4) 

  
2045.25 BC 

    
LINK #2 = 427 YEARS TO 
THE COVENANT WITH 
ABRAHAM AT AGE 75 

This is 2081 years from the fall in the garden.   

    
Hagar bore Ishmael Gen 16:16 Abram was eighty-six years old when Hagar bore 

Ishmael to him. (NAU) 
  

2034.25 BC 
Promise of child. Sarah is 90 
Abraham is 99 

Gen 17:1, 17, 24  Gen 17:25  2021.25 BC 

EVENT COMMENTS OR SCRIPTURE  REVISED  
DATE 

Isaac born Abraham 100 Gen 25:1  2020.25 BC 
    
Isaac mocked by Ishmael.  Gen 15:13 {God} said to Abram, "Know for certain that your 

descendants will be strangers in a land that is not theirs, where they 
will be enslaved and oppressed four hundred years. (NAU) 

  
2015.25 BC 

LINK CHECK OF 400 YRS ITS EXACTLY 400 YEARS FROM HERE TO EXODUS   
    
Sarah Died Gen 23:1  1984.25 BC 
Isaac age 40 married Rebekah 
Abraham Married Keturah 
after this date? 

 
Gen 25:20 

  
1980.25 BC 

Isaac at age 60 had Jacob  and 
Esua 

Gen 25:26  1960.25 BC 

Abraham Died at age 175 Gen 25:7  1945.25 BC 
Shem Dies 502 years after the 
flood 

Gen 11:11  1940.25 BC 

Esua married Judith age 40 Gen 26:34  1920.25 BC 
Ishmael died age 137 Gen 25:17  1897.25 BC 
Jacobs ladder just before start 
of 7 years? 

Gen 28:10-22  ??????? 

Start of 7 years servitude for 
Leah 

Gen 28:18, 25  1883.25 BC 

Start of 7 years for Rachel. 
Actually got her at beginning 
of 7 years 

Gen 29:7, 29   
1876.25 BC 

Reuben’s Birth Jacob dreams 
about cattle? 

Gen 29:28-32 Gen 31:10-13  1875.25 BC 

Jacob starts serving 6 years for 
cattle. Joseph born 

Gen 31:41 Gen 41:46  1869.25 BC 

Jacob leaves Laban   1863.25 BC 
Joseph taken to Egypt age 17 Gen 37:2  1852.25 BC 
Joseph put in prison   1845.25 BC 
Chief butler released Gen 41:1  1841.25 BC 
EVENT COMMENTS OR SCRIPTURE  REVISED  

DATING 
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Isaac died age 180 Gen 35:28  1840.25 BC 
Joseph 30, Start of good 7 
years 

Gen 41:46-47  1839.24 BC 

Start of 7 bad years Gen 41:54  1832.25 BC 
Jacob before Pharaoh at age 
130. This is second bad year. 
Gods last promise to 
Abraham’s seed 

                       Gen 47:9, Gen 45:6, Gen 46:1-6 
 

  
1830.25 BC 

Jacob died age 147 Gen 47:28  1813.25 BC 
    
Begin 1845 year parallel 
for Israel 

This is .5 year different than Jacob’s death recorded above. This 
probably means that he died ½ way through the year. 

 1812.75 BC 

    
Joseph died age 120 Gen 50:22  1749.25 BC 
Moses is shepherd 40 years Ex 2:15  1655.25 BC 
    
The Exodus and the giving of 
the law  
 
LINK #3 FROM THE 
COVENANT WITH 
ABRAHAM UNTIL THE 
GIVING OF THE LAW WAS 
430 YEARS 
 
Start 40 years in wilderness at 
this point. At the sending of 
the spies they had already been 
in the wilderness 1 year. God 
would not punish them 41 
years when he said it was to be 
40. 
 
This is 2511 years from the 
fall in the garden. 

This is the end of the 400 years as well as the 430 years. 
Gal 3:16-17 Now to Abraham and his seed were the 
promises made. He saith not, And to seeds, as of many; but 
as of one, And to thy seed, which is Christ. 
17 And this I say, that the covenant, that was confirmed 
before of God in Christ, the law, which was four hundred 
and thirty years after, cannot disannul, that it should make 
the promise of none effect. 
Exod 12:41And it came to pass at the end of the four 
hundred and thirty years, even the selfsame day it came 
to pass, that all the hosts of the LORD went out from the 
land of Egypt. Exod 12:51And it came to pass the selfsame 
day, that the LORD did bring the children of Israel out of 
the land of Egypt by their armies. 
Josephus the Jewish historian agrees with this 430 yr. 
amount counting it from Abraham entering Cannan 
until the Exodus. Book 2, chapter 15, 2 or (318). He also 
says that it was 215 years from the time that Jacob 
entered Egypt.  The Septuagint manuscript says that 
they sojourned in both Egypt and in the land of Canann 
430 years. 

  
1615.25 BC 

EVENT COMMENTS OR SCRIPTURE  REVISED  
DATING 

    
Sending of spies.  Num 33:3,  Num 10:11-13, Num 13:3-26, Num 32:8-13  1614.25 BC 
Miriam dies Num 20:1  1577.25 BC 
End of 40 years. Moses dies. 
Joshua takes over. Six years of 
dividing of the land begins 

  1575.25 BC 

    
BEGIN FIRST JUBILEE  
50 x 50 = 2500. 
 
This 2551 years from the fall in 
the garden. 

Lev 25:2 "Speak to the sons of Israel and say to them, "When you 
come into the land which I shall give you, then the land shall have 
a sabbath to the LORD. See also Lev 25:3-10.  
The date marked appears to be the beginning of the year the Jubilee 
occurs in. 

  
1575.25 BC 

    
End of 6 years of dividing of 
the land.  

Num 33:3, NUM 10:11-13, Num 13:3-26, Num 32:8-13  
Joshua 11:23, 10:42, 14:6-10 
This is 2557 from fall in the garden. 
 

 1569.25 BC 

    
LINK #4 ADD 46 MORE 
YEARS FOR TIME FROM 
EXODUS TO END OF 
DIVIDING OF LAND 

   
1569.25 BC 

    
This is the start of the 300 
years of  Jephthah Judges 
11:26 

This is when Israel divided the land. It was in the year 
immediately following the 6 years of the conquering. 

 1569.25 BC 
–1568.25 BC 
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 Note that from this point in the table onward the dates 

will be 20 year less than the traditional amount. That 
will apply until the return from Babylon at which 
time all the dates are back to being the same as the 
traditional counting. The reason is that we add 20 
year for Joshua that the traditional counting does not. 
When we take out 20 year in the time of the 
desolation to fix the historical problem with the date 
of the carrying away to Babylon everything returns to 
the traditional dating. 

Note- Add 
20 years to 
the dates to 
get 
traditional 
dating. 

Note- Add 
20 years to 
the dates to 
get 
traditional 
dating. 

    
NON TRADITIONAL ONLY 
- LINK #5 WE ADD 20 
MORE YEARS FOR 
JUSHUA UNTIL HIS 
DEATH.  
See Antiquities, book 5, 
chap1, par 29. We get 25 – 6 = 
19 years. 27-6 = 21 years. We 
need 20 to get the jubilees to 
line up! 

Note the traditional timeline has a major problem here in that 
if Joshua is a judge we are already 6 years into his judging and 
neither vol. 2 or Paul consider it a part of the 450! Paul 
mentions the 6 yr. dividing separate from the 450 which seems 
to indicate that he didn’t consider Joshua a judge or at least 
part of the 450! Joshua’s length of service after Moses died is 
not mentioned in scripture. We have a reference from Josephus 
the historian, that it was 25 years. If we take 25 – 6 we get 19 
years, which is 1 year short of the 20 we need, but close enough 
to support 20 years. 
 

 1549.25 BC 
 
This is 2577 
from fall in 
garden, 
revised only. 

EVENT COMMENTS OR SCRIPTURE  REVISED  
DATING 

BEGIN 450 YEARS OF THE 
PERIOD OF THE  JUDGES 

Paul says that period of Judges is about 450 and that’s the 
number we use to bridge this section! 
We have to assume that “after that” is not immediately after the six 
years, but that it is at the time that the scriptures actual say the 
period of judges began (Judges 2:16-19). 

  
1549.25 BC 

 We don’t count any time for the original elders as some do. We 
think that they lived at the same time as Joshua. Begin 450 
years of Judges. 

 1549.25 BC 

    
We are not going to put the 
dates into the traditional line 
of the judges to save 
confusion. We only need the 
450 years to king Saul. 
 
Note- The following layout of 
Judges is different than what 
we had previously given in 
this booklet. My son Jeffery 
had found a problem with the 
300 years as given in that table 
and through a cooperative 
effort this new list was 
developed. 

Note- The revised time line from this point until the period of the 
kings is based on the scriptural references quoted in each section. 
Some decisions were made by taking into account more than one 
reference such as in the oppression by Jabin and the Judgeship of 
Samson. Since all decisions were made using biblical references 
we are fairly confident that the count of time through this period is 
correct. 
 
The only uncertainties are in regard to the how long Joshua ruled 
before he died. The length of Samson’s Judgeship is determined by 
the amount of the 450 years left over after Eli had died, being 40 
years. Note - if we count Joshua as a judge, then we cannot count 
Samuel as a judge. If we do not count Jushua as a Judge then we 
have to count Samuel. Either way we would get 450 years for this 
period. 

  

    
End Mesopotamia Servitude 8 
years. Judges 3:8 

  1541.25 BC 

    
1st Jubilee   1525.25 BC 
    
End of Othaniel 40 years Judges 3:9-11  1501.25 BC 
    
2nd Jubilee   1475.25 BC 
    
End Moab’s 18 years Judges 3:14  1483.25 BC 
    
3rd Jubilee   1425.25 BC 
    
EVENT COMMENTS OR SCRIPTURE Note- Add 

20 years to 
REVISED  
DATE 
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the dates to 
get 
traditional 
dating. 

End of Ehud, 80 yr. Judges 3:15,30  1403.25 BC 
    
4th Jubilee   1373.25 BC 
    
Barak-Deborah 40 years 
Shamgar included here 

20 year Canaanites oppression by Jabin was part of the 40 
Judges 3:31, 4:1-4, 5:31 

 1363.25 BC 

End of Midian 7 years Judges 6:1  1356.25 BC 
    
5th Jubilee   1325.25 BC 
    
End of Gideon 40 Judges 6:11-14, 8:28  1316.25 BC 
End of Abimelech 3 years Judges 9:1-22  1313.25 BC 
    
6th Jubilee   1274.25 BC 
    
End of Tola 23 years Judges 10:1-2  1290.25 BC 
    
End of Jair 22 years 
Begin Jephthah. 

Judges 10:3-5, 11:26 End of 300 year, Judges 10:8, where Ammon 
started to try to recover the land lost 300 years earlier, in the year  
after the end of 6 years dividing of the land. 

 1268.25 BC 

    
Ammon tries to recover land. 
The beginning of Jephthah, 
would mark the tabernacle 
corner post with this date!land 
18 years 

Judges 10:8-18, 11:9-10, 12:1-7 Jephthah started in 1251.25 BC,  
but he was not judge over “all” Israel until 1 year later. This was in 
the eighteenth year. He was only over Gilead in this year Jephthah 
would be the Judge who intersects the corner post of the tabernacle 
in this method of reckoning. 

 1251.25 BC 
1250.25 BC 

    
End Jephthah 6 years Judges 12:7  1244.25 BC 
End of Ibzan 7 years Judges 12:7-10  1237.25 BC 
End of Elon 10 years Judges 12:10-11  1227.25 BC 
    
7th Jubilee   1225.25 BC 
    
End Abdon 8 years Judges 12:12-15  1219.25 BC 
    
EVENT COMMENTS OR SCRIPTURE  REVISED  

DATING 
End of 40 years of Philistine 
oppression 

Judges 13:1   1179.25 BC 

Samson judged for 20 Years Samson judged Israel the last 20 years of the 40 year period. Judges 
15:20, 16:30-31. We count Samson’s 20 years at the end of the 40 
years of Philistine oppression, but some complain that makes 
Samuel’s judgeship very long. If he started as a judge when he was 
very young, it would be possible. 

  
1179.25 BC 

    
8th Jubilee   1175.25BC 
    
End of Eli 40 years, begin 
Samuel 

1 Sam 4:12-18 Ark taken by Philistines  1139.25 BC 

  
 

  

9th Jubilee   1125.25 BC 
 Ark remained in Kirjath-je'arim for 20 years, 1 Sam 7:2  1119.25 BC 
End of Samuel’s 40 years. His 
age is not given, but we count 
the time left of the 450.   

1 Sam 8:1-5 Acts 13:20-21 It does not give his age, but he is old 
when he appoints his sons, who turn out to be bad. Samuel is still 
prophet but not judge, Saul is king.  
End of 450 years of judges.  Note - if we count Joshua as a 
judge, then we cannot count Samuel as a judge. If we do not count 
Jushua as a Judge then we have to count Samuel. Either way we 
would get 450 years for this period. 

Note- Add 
20 years to 
the dates to 
get 
traditional 
dating. 

1099.25 BC 

    
LINK #6 ADD 450 YEARS 
FOR THE PERIOD OF THE 

Acts 13:19-20 And when he had destroyed seven nations in the land 
of Chanaan, he divided their land to them by lot. 20 And after that 
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JUDGES 
3027 from fall in garden. 

he gave unto them judges about the space of four hundred and fifty 
years, until Samuel the prophet. 

    
10th Jubilee   1075.25 BC 
    
End of Saul’s 40 years Acts 13:21  1059.25 BC 
LINK 7 ADD + 40 YEARS 3067 from fall in garden.   
    
11th Jubilee   1025.25 BC 
    
End of David’s 40 2 Sam 5:4 This is 3107 from fall in garden.  1019.25 BC 
Temple in 4th year Solomon 
3110 from fall in garden 
600 – 120 =480 1K 6:1 

If we use 4 years for this time and add up all of the time since 
the Exodus, we get 600 years. If we add up all of the oppressions 
or time when Israel was not in control of the land, we get 120 
years. 

 1016.25 to 
1015.25 BC 

LINK 7 ADD + 40 YEARS 2 Sam 5:4 This is 3107 from fall in garden. ISRAEL JUDAH 
    
End of Solomon’s 40 Start of 
390 of Ezekiel chapter 4 

1 Kings 11:42 979.25 BC 979.25 
BC 

    
 Jeroboam begins for Israel. 
Rehboam begins for Judah 

The kingdom was divided at this date 
2 Chron 12:13, 1 Kings 14:20 

979.25 BC 979.25 
BC 

    
LINK 7 ADD + 40 YEARS 3147 from fall in garden.   
    
12th Jubilee 975.25 BC   
    
    
EVENT COMMENTS OR SCRIPTURE  REVISED  

DATING 
Rehboam for Judah 
ends 17  

2Chron 12:13  962.25BC 

LINK 7 ADD + 17 3164 from fall in garden.  REVISED 
DATING 

    
Abijam for Judah 
begins 

This is 18th year of Jeroboam 1 K 15:1,  
2 Chron 13:1,2 

 962.25BC 

Abijam for Judah ends 
3 yr. 

2Chron 13:2  959.25 
BC 

LINK 7 ADD + 3 3167 from fall in garden.   
    
Asa for Judah begins 20th year of Jeroboam 2 Chron 16:13, 1 K 15:9  959.25BC 
Jeroboam for Israel ends 22 
years 

1 Kings 14:20 957.25 BC  

Nadab for Israel begins This is 2nd year of Asa 1 K 15:25 957.25BC  
Nadab for Israel ends 2 yr. 1K15: 25 Did he reign full 2 years? 1 year fits better, accession? 956.25BC  
Baasha Israel begins 3rd year of Asa 1 K 15:28, 33 956.25 BC  
    
Omri begins for Israel Began partial 6 year reign in Tirzah in opposition to Baasha 

1 K  16:21-23 
934.25 BC  

Baasha ends 24 years for Israel 1 K 15:28, 23 933.25BC  
Elah begins for Israel This is 26th year of Asa 1 K16:8 933.25 BC  
Elah for Israel ends 1-2? 1K16:8-10  A 1 year reign fits better, accession? 932.25BC  
Zimri for Israel reigns 0 This is 27th year Asa 1K 16:10, 15 932.25BC  
Omri begins reign for Israel 
 

1K16:21-23 Year 31 Asa. Beginning of 6 years over all Israel Tibni 
was a rival ruler for 6 years 

928.25 BC  

    
13th Jubilee 924.25BC   
    
    
Omri ends reign for Israel 1K16:21-23 This was 6 years over entire country + 6 over partial 

country 
922.25 BC  

Ahab becomes king 1K 16:29 922.25-BC  
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Asa for Judah ends 41 
years. 

2Chron 16:13, 1 K 15:9  918.25 
BC 

LINK 7 ADD + 41 3208 from fall in garden.   
    

Jehoshphat for Judah 
begins 

In 4th year of Ahab 917.25-918.25 BC,  
 1K 22:41-42, 2 Chron 20:31,  
 

Note- Add 
20 years to 
the dates to 
get 
traditional 
dating. 

918.25 
BC 

.    
Ahaziah for Israel begins1 
year. 1K 22:51.  

I King 22:51 Ahaziah the son of Ahab began to reign over 
Israel in Samaria the seventeenth year of Jehoshaphat king of 
Judah, 902.25-901.25 BC and reigned two years over Israel. 
(KJV) This is the eighteenth year, if we consider the difference 
in how the reigns were counted. Judah counted the ascension 
year and Israel did not So this would be ascension year + 17 
=18. 

900.25 BC  

Jehoram of Judah is appointed 
coregent. 

901.25 BC Jehoram of Judah is appointed coregent with his 
father Jehoshphat in this year. Does not actually become 
king until fifth year of Jeram’s of Israel’s reign. We can see that 
the co regency existed as noted in 2 K 8:16 

 900.25 – 
899.25 
BC 

    
Ahab for Israel ends 22 yr 
1K 16:29 

 900.25 BC  

    
Ahaziah sole reign ends 1K 22:51 Reigned 2 years? From the seventeenth year to the 

eighteenth is only 1 year! Must have been 1 and a fraction. 
898.25 BC  

    
This is second year of 
Jehoram’s of Judah’s co 
regency. The eighteenth year 
is ascension year + 18 =19. 
The ten tribes did not count 
the ascension year. 

II Ki 3:1 Now Jehoram the son of Ahab began to reign over 
Israel in Samaria the eighteenth year of Jehoshaphat king of 
Judah, and reigned twelve years. (KJV) 
II Ki 1:17 So he died according to the word of the LORD which 
Elijah had spoken. And Jehoram reigned in his stead in the 
second year of Jehoram the son of Jehoshaphat king of Judah; 
because he had no son. (KJV) 

898.25 BC   

Joram for Israel begins co 
regency for 1-2 year?  

The 18th year of Jehoshphat BC 2 K 3:1 This must not have 
been the legal beginning of the full reign of Joram because his 
12 years would not reach to Jehu. This statement is also in 
conflict with 2 K 8:16 and the fifth year. Either the 18th year 
statement is not correct or there was a reason that he was not 
crowned actual king until 2 years later. He had to start here 
because of the statement in 2 K 1:17 regarding the second year 
of Jehoram’s co regency. 
 
It is possible that when Ahaziah fell through the lattice 2 K 1:2 
that Joram co-reigned with him. For that to fix the problem we 
would have to assume that Ahaziah reigned more than the 2 
years assigned to him but that since he was incapacitated when 
Joram took over that time was not counted for his reign in 1 K 
22:15. If that is true then Joram’s legal reign of 12 years could not 
begin here because Ahaziah was still alive. As soon as he died 2 
years later Joram could begin counting his 12 years.  

898.25 BC Note- Add 
20 years to 
the dates to 
get 
traditional 
dating. 

    
Joram for Israel begins full 
reign. 

This has to be the legal beginning of the reign and the start of the 
12 years. If we start here the 12 years here they then reach to 
Jehu and the statement in 2 K 8;16 regarding Jeoram for 
Judah and the fifth year of this reign is also correct. 

896.25 BC  

    
Jehoram for Judah begins to 
reign for 8 years 2 K 8:16  

 II Ki 8:16 And in the fifth year of Joram the son of Ahab king of 
Israel, Jehoshaphat being then king of Judah, Jehoram the son 
of Jehoshaphat king of Judah began to reign. (KJV).  
 
In the fifth year would be 4 + a few months. 

Note- Add 
20 years to 
the dates to 
get 
traditional 
dating. 

893.25 
BC 
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Jehoshphat for Judah 
ends 25 years.  

2Chron 20:31  893.25 
BC 

LINK 7 ADD + 25 3233 from fall in garden.   
    
 2 K 9:24-27> Jehoram for Judah and Joram for Israel 

were slain in the same year and at the approximate 
same time. 

  

Jehoram for Judah ends 
8 

2Chron 21:20, 2 K 8:16  885.25 
BC 

Joram (Jehoram) for Israel 
ends 12 years 

2 K 3:1 It is 12 years to this year. Jehoram reaches to the same 
ending year as Ahaziah. Jehu became king at that time. 

884.25 BC  

    
LINK 7 ADD + 8 3241 from fall in garden   
Ahaziah for Judah 
begins. The eleventh 
year seems to fit best. 

In the 11th year of Joram. 
 2 Kings 9:29(In the eleventh year of Joram son of 
Ahab, Ahaziah had become king of Judah.) NIV2 
Kings 8:25 In the twelfth year of Joram son of Ahab 
king of Israel, Ahaziah son of Jehoram king of Judah 
began to reign. NIV 

Note- Add 
20 years to 
the dates to 
get 
traditional 
dating. 

885.25 
BC 

    
Ahaziah for Judah ends 
1 year. 

2 Chron 22:2  884.25 
BC 

Jehu for Israel begins 2K 9:24, 27 2K 11:1-3, 2K 10:36 
2 Kings 9:1-3 ( 2 When you get there, look for Jehu son of 
Jehoshaphat, the son of Nimshi. Go to him, get him away from 
his companions and take him into an inner room. 3 Then take 
the flask and pour the oil on his head and declare, 'This is what 
the LORD says: I anoint you king over Israel.' Then open the 
door and run; don't delay!" NIV 
2 Kings 9:27 When Ahaziah king of Judah saw what had 
happened, he fled up the road to Beth Haggan. Jehu chased him, 
shouting, "Kill him too!" They wounded him in his chariot on 
the way up to Gur near Ibleam, but he escaped to Megiddo and 
died there. NIV 

884.25 BC  

    
LINK 7 ADD + 1 3242 from fall in garden.   
    
EVENT COMMENTS OR SCRIPTURE  REVISED  

DATING 
Athaliah for Judah 
begins 

2Chron 22:8-12, 23:1  884.25 
BC 

    
Athaliah for Judah ends 
6. 

2Chron 22:8-12, 23:1 We see that 2 Chron 23:1 states that this 
happened in the 7th year but it probably was not a complete seven 
so we only count 6. If we used 7 the 390 years of Ezk 4: does not 
work.  

 878.25 
BC 

LINK 7 ADD + 6 3248 from fall in garden.   
    
Joash for Judah begins 
2 Chron 24:1, 2 K 12:1 

In 7th year of Jehu. This would be 6 full years + 
fraction. 884.25 – 6 = 878.25 BC 

 878.25BC 

    
14th Jubilee   875.25 BC 
  ISRAEL’S 

KINGS 
USED FOR 
COUNT 

JUDAH’S 
KINGS 
USED FOR 
COUNT 

    
Jehu for Israel ends 28 yr. 2K10:36 856.25BC  
Jehoahaz for Israel begins to 
reign.  

2 K 13:1, 856.25-855.25 BC in 23rd year of Joash for Judah In the 
year is 22 + fraction. That is 878.25 – 22 = 856.25 

855.25 BC  

Jehoash begins co regency for 
Israel.   

This is in 37th yr. of Joash. 2K13:10  
Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary, Electronic Database 
says that he was co-regent with his father for 3 years before 

841.25 BC  
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reigning.  
Jehoahaz for Israel ends 17 2K 13:1 839.25-BC  
Jehoash full reign for Israel Begin 16 years. 839.25 BC  
Joash for Judah ends 40 2Chron 24:1  838.25BC 
LINK 7 ADD + 40 3288 from fall in garden.   
    
Amaziah for Judah 
begins 

In 2nd year of Joash or Jehoash. In the second year is 
1 + a fraction. 839.25 – 1 = 838.25 BC  
2K 14:1,  2 Chron 25:1 

 838.25 
BC 

    
15th Jubilee 825.25 BC   
    
Jehoash for Israel ends 16 2K13:10 823.25 BC  
Jeroboam for Israel begins  15th year of Amaziah 2K14:23 he reigns 41 years. He was 16 years 

old. 
823.25 BC  

    
Amaziah for Judah end 
29 

2Chron 25:1, 2 K 14:1 He lived 15 years after 
Jehoash for Israel died. 823.25 – 15 = 809.25 BC 

 809.25 
BC 

LINK 7 ADD + 29 3317 from fall in garden.   
    
Uzziah ( Azariah) for 
Judah begins.  
2 K 14:21, 2 Chron 26:3 
In the fifteenth year 
would be 14 + a 
fraction. 823.25 – 14 = 
809.25 BC 

2 Kings 15:1-7 (Reign of Azariah (Uzziah) or Judah (cf. 2 
Chron 26). - The statement that "in the twenty-seventh year of 
Jeroboam Azariah began to reign" is at variance with 2 Kings 
14:2,16-17, and 23. If, for example, Azariah ascended the throne 
in the fifteenth year of Joash of Israel, and with his twenty-nine 
years' reign outlived Joash fifteen years (2 Kings 14:2,17); if, 
moreover, Jeroboam followed his father Joash in the fifteenth 
year of Amaziah (2 Kings 14:23), and Amaziah died in the 
fifteenth year of Jeroboam; Azariah (Uzziah) must have 
become king in the fifteenth year of Jeroboam, since, according 
to 2 Kings 14:21, the people made him king after the murder of his 
father, which precludes the supposition of an interregnum. 
Consequently the datum "in the twenty-seventh year" can only 
have crept into the text through the confounding of the 
numerals Ew (15) with kz (27), and we must therefore read "in 
the fifteenth year." 
(from Keil & Delitzsch Commentary on the Old Testament: 
New Updated Edition, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1996 
by Hendrickson Publishers, Inc.) 

 809.25 
BC  
 
Note- Add 
20 years to 
the dates to 
get 
traditional 
dating. 

Jeroboam for Israel ends 41 823.25 – 41 = 782.25 BC 2K14:23 782.25 BC  
    
16th Jubilee 775.25 BC   
    
No king of Israel for 11 yr or 
did Jeroboam reign longer?   

As Jeroboam died in the twenty-seventh year of Uzziah, 
according to our remarks on 2 Kings 14:29, there is an 
interregnum of eleven years between his death and the ascent of the 
throne by his son, as almost all the chronologists since the time of 
Usher have assumed. It is true that this interregnum may be set 
aside by assuming that Jeroboam reigned fifty-one or fifty-
three years instead of forty-one, without the synchronism being 
altered in consequence. but as it is not very probable that the 
numeral letters nb (OT:5011) or ng should be confounded with 
m', and as the conflict for the possession of the throne, which 
we meet with after the very brief reign of Zachariah, when 
taken in connection with various allusions in the prophecies of 
Hosea, rather favours the idea that the anarchy broke out 
immediately after the death of Jeroboam, we regard the 
assumption of an interregnum as resting on a better foundation 
than the removal of the chronological discrepancy by an 
alteration of the text. 
(from Keil & Delitzsch Commentary on the Old Testament: 
New Updated Edition, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1996 
by Hendrickson Publishers, Inc.) 

No king of 
Israel for 11 
yr? 

 

Zachariah for Israel begins 6 months 2K15:8 38th year Uzziah 771.25 BC  
Shallum for Israel begins 
2 K 15:13 

1 month 39th year of Uzziah. This is probably only the beginning 
of this year! 

770.25 BC  

EVENT    
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Menahem for Israel begins 
2 K 15:17 

39th Year of Uzziah 770.25 BC  

Menahem for Israel ends 10  760.25 BC  
Pekahiam for Israel begins 
2 K 15:23 

50th year of Uzziah 759.25 BC  

Pekahiam for Israel ends 2  757.25 BC  
Pekah for Israel begins 
2 K 15:27 

52nd year of Uzziah 757.25 BC  

Uzziah for Judah ends 
52  

Vision of Isaiah 6:1 of Lord in temple. 2Chron 26:3 
(758.25-757.25 BC) 2 K 15:1 

 757.25 
BC 

LINK 7 ADD + 52 3369 from fall in garden.   
    
Jotham for Judah begins In second year of Pekah. 2 K15:32 757.25-756.25 BC  757.25 

BC 
Jotham for Judah ends 
16 

2 Chron 27:1, 2 K15:32  741.25 
BC 

LINK 7 ADD + 16 3385 from fall in garden.   
    
Ahaz for Judah begins 17th year of Pekah for Israel (741.25-740.25 BC) 

2Chron 28:1, 2 K 16:1 In the seventeenth year of 
Pekah is 16 + a fraction of a year. 757.25 – 16 = 
741.25 BC 

 741.25 
BC 

Jotham for Judah? Still alive but not king at 20 years or is Ahaz co regent?   2K15:30  737.25 
BC 

Pekah for Israel ends 20 2 K 15:27 737.25 BC  
Hoshea for Israel begins? 20th yr of Jotham ? 2 K 17:1,6, 15:30 2 Kings 17:1-2  

Reign of Hoshea King of Israel. - V. 1. In the twelfth year of 
Ahaz began Hoshea to reign. As Hoshea conspired against 
Pekah, according to 2 Kings 15:30, in the fourth year of Ahaz, 
and after murdering him made himself king, whereas according to 
the verse before us it was not till the twelfth year of Ahaz that he 
really became king, his possession of the throne must have been 
contested for eight years. The earlier commentators and almost 
all the chronologists have therefore justly assumed that there 
was an eight years' anarchy between the death of Pekah and 
the commencement of Hoshea's reign. This assumption merits 
the preference above all the attempts made to remove the 
discrepancy by alterations of the text, since there is nothing at all 
surprising in the existence of anarchy at a time when the 
kingdom was in a state of the greatest inward disturbance and 
decay. Hoshea reigned nine years, and "did that which was evil 
in the eyes of Jehovah, though not like the kings of Israel 
before him" (v. 2). 
(from Keil & Delitzsch Commentary on the Old Testament: 
New Updated Edition, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1996 
by Hendrickson Publishers, Inc.) 

737.25 BC Note- Add 
20 years to 
the dates to 
get 
traditional 
dating. 

Hoshea for Israel begins 9 yr 12th of Ahaz (730.25-729.25 BC) 2K17:1 729.25 BC  
Ahaz for Judah ends 16 2Chron 28:1, 2 K 16:1  725.25 

BC 
LINK 7 ADD + 16 3401 from fall in garden.   
    
Hezekiah for Judah 
begins 

3 Hoshea 2K18:1  725.25 
BC 

    
17th Jubilee The first year of Hezekiah conforms to this year   725.25 BC 
    
Begin siege of Samaria for 3 
years. 6th year 

2 Kings 17:5 Barnes notes says about 2 years, or over 2 but less 
than 3 full years. Wycliffe commentary says the same. 

722.25-
721.25 BC 

 

    
 If we make the 20 year correction, the date 721.25 BC is 

intersected by the 2520-1260 pattern chart. See the book “The 
Divine Plan and its Chronology as indicated by Cherubs, Living 
Ones, Seraphim and cubits”. 

 Note- Add 
20 years to 
the dates to 
get 
traditional 
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dating. 
Hoshea for Israel ends 9 
10 Tribes gone. 

In 6th year of Hezekiah is 720.25 BC–719.25 BC.  
9 th year of Hoshea 721.25-720.25 BC 

721.25-
720.25 BC 

 

    
King of Assyria against 
Hezekiah 

In 14th year of Hezekiah Isa 36:1 
15 more years of life promised for Hezekiah 

 712.25-
711.25 BC 

Hezekiah for Judah ends 
29 

2Chron 29:1  696.25 
BC 

    
LINK 7 ADD + 29 
3430 from fall in garden 

   

    
Manasseh begins.   696.25 

BC 
    
18th Jubilee   675.25 BC 
    
Manasseh ends 55   641.25 

BC 
LINK 7 ADD + 55 3485 from fall in garden.   
    
Amon begins Judah   641.25 

BC 
Amon ends 2 2Chron 33:21  639.25 

BC 
LINK 7 ADD + 2 3487 from fall in garden.   
    
Josiah begins.   639.25 

BC 
First year of Jeremiah Jer 25:3 From 13th year of Josiah. Begin 40 years to the destruction 

of the temple. Ezk chapter 4: 
 627.25-

626.25 BC 
    
THE MIDST OF THE 
YEARS HAB 3:2 

3500 + 3500 = 7000 years. This is 3500 from fall in garden and 
3500 before final restoration. 

 626.25 BC 

    
EVENT COMMENTS OR SCRIPTURE  REVISED  

DATING 
19th and last Jubilee 2500 – 2499 = 1 = 1000.  

Begin 50 x 50 = 2500  
 625.25 BC 

    
Josiah’s Passover This was in the 18th year of Josiah. It was not a Jubilee as is 

commonly claimed to try to prove a 49 year jubilee cycle, but this 
was only a Passover! 

 622.25-
621.25 BC 

Josiah ends 31 2Chron 34:1 Assyria was defeated by Babylon. This is 
approximately 7*70=490 years from the beginning of Saul’s 
reign. This is the 491st year. BEGIN 70 FOR BABYLON AND 
SERVITUDE OF SURROUNDING NATIONS 

 609.25-
608.25 BC 

LINK 7 ADD + 31 3518 from fall in garden.   
    
Jehoahaz begins. 3 months 2K 23:31   608.25 BC 

Jehoahaz ends.   608.25 BC 

Jehoiakim begins for 
Judah 

Egypt made him king in Judah after his paying of 
tribute. Judah warned that all nations must serve the 
king of Babylon, Jer 27:1 

 608.25 –
607.25BC 

    
Neb begins to Conquer  
Palestine. Gen 15:18, Duet 
1:7, Joshua 1:4 and 1 Chron 
18:3. See end note for more 
information on the 607 BC 
start for the 2520 years. 

Neb first crossed the Euphrates, beginning the conquering of 
the area. Since that was land that was originally promised to 
Israel, the bible dates 2520 from here. BEGIN (7 X 360 = 2520). 
We then have (2520 + (-606.25)) = 1913.75 AD.  

 607.25-
606.25 BC 

606.25-605.25 BC. If Daniel 
was using a non accession 

Dan 1:1 In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of 
Judah, Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came to Jerusalem 

Note- Add 
20 years to 

606.25-
605.25 
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year reckoning in Dan 1:1 
this is first attack of Judah. 
The city may not have been 
captured then, but 
Jehoiakim seems to have  
paid a tribute and gave some 
Jewish hostages, such as 
Daniel  If he used accession 
year reckoning this event 
occurred in the next year. 

and besieged it.. Daniel was among the youths taken to 
Babylon. Wycliff commentary says this happened 
before Carchemish and sites new evidence ”JBL, 
Dec 1956,vol LXXV, PT IV, p 277.” 
 
According to Eusebius’s chronicles, Nebuchadnezzar reigned 
for 20 months as viceroy. That would place his start as viceroy in 
607 BC! 

the dates to 
get 
traditional 
dating. 

BC 
 
607 to 606 
BC 

    
The defeat of Egypt His father 
died in 21st year while he was 
on this campaign. 
Nebchadnezzar’s ascension 
year begins. Write the warning 
in a book Jer 36:1. 
 
If accession year reckoning is 
used in Dan 1:1, then this is the 
year of the attack where Daniel 
is taken. 
 
Jer 28:1, 36:1, 45:1, 46:2 

Jer 46:2)2 Against Egypt, against the army of Pharaoh-necho 
king of Egypt, which was by the river Euphrates in 
Carchemish, which Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon smote in 
the fourth year of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah king of 
Judah.(KJV) 
Jehoiakim’s 4th year  Gives Jer 25:11-12 prophecy about the 70 
years.  
 
Jeremiah’s 23rd year is the 4th year of Jehoiakim and the first year 
of Nebuchadnezzar, Jer 25:1-3=605.25-604.25 BC. 
 
While most claim that nothing happened to Israel before the battle 
of Carchemish, it seems to say in the same prophecy that Israel is 
captive already. 
Jer 46:27-28) 27 But fear not thou, O my servant Jacob, and be 
not dismayed, O Israel: for, behold, I will save thee from afar 
off, and thy seed from the land of their captivity; and Jacob shall 
return, and be in rest and at ease, and none shall make him 
afraid. 
28 Fear thou not, O Jacob my servant, saith the LORD: for I 
am with thee; for I will make a full end of all the nations 
whither I have driven thee: but I will not make a full end of thee, 
but correct thee in measure; yet will I not leave thee wholly 
unpunished. (KJV)  
In the fourth year Hananiah gives a false prophecy regarding 
vessels of the temple and captives that have already been taken.  

 
 
 

606 to  
605.25-
604.25 
BC 
 

    
NEBUCHADNEZZAR IS 
THE HEAD OF GOLD! Dan 
2:1, 38 
Jer 36:9 Fast unto the Lord, 
roll burned. 

Nebuchadnezzar’s second year he is called the head of gold . 
This is his second year not counting  the accession year This is 
the third year counting the  accession year. From here until 
1918 when a Jewish state was proposed again by Britain is 2520 
years! 

 603.25–
602.25 
BC 

2 Kings 24:11-17 70x7 Sabbaths = 490 years + 10 Jubilees = 500 years from start 
of Saul’s reign 
All of the temple vessels, gold and all of the princes of 
Jerusalem 

 599.25 
BC 

Seventh year of Neb 
Jehoiakim ends 11 

3023 more persons carried away. Jer 52:28  598.25-
597.25 
BC 

LINK 7 ADD + 11 
3529 from fall in garden 

   

    
EVENT COMMENTS OR SCRIPTURE  REVISED  

DATE 
Jehoichin begins. 
THIS IS A CHECK LINK 
SINCE HE IS RELEASED 
OUT OF PRISON IN 37 YR 

Reigned 3 months and put in prison. The 37-year figure given in 
the bible only works with the modified timeline. 2 kings 24:8 
 

 597.25 
BC 

Jehoichin ends.   597.25 BC 
EVENT COMMENTS OR SCRIPTURE  REVISED  

DATING 

Zedekiah begins   597.25 
BC 

    
Prophecy of Babylon’s 
future destruction 

Jer 51:59 Zedekiah’s 4th year  594.25-
593.25 BC 
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Ezk vision of 4 Cherubs 5th year of Jehoiakims exile. In the 30th year points back to 
Josiah’s Passover. 

  
593.25-
592.25 BC 

Vision of idols and man with 
writer ink horn 

Sixth year of exile, Ezk 8:1  592.25-
591.25 BC 

 Seventh year exile, Ezk 20:1  591.25-
590.25 BC 

 Ninth year, tenth month of Exile, Ezk 24.1 Warning that 
Nebuchadnezzar has set himself against Jerusalem, this very 
day. 

 590.25-
589.25 BC 

Siege of Jerusalem begins 9th year of Zedekiah. The390 from the splitting of the kingdom 
end in this year. Ezk 4:4 See also Ezk 24:1-2 Jer 52:4. That the 
390 reaches exactly to this date keeps the entire period of the 
kings from being shortened or lengthened. 

 589.25-
588.25 BC 

 Jeremiah told to buy land and take witnesses, because even 
though the city would be taken, the people were being 
promised that they would return. Jer 32:1, 6-9, 13-17, 24-27 

 588.25 BC-
587.25 BC 

Warning to Egypt. In the tenth year of exile, Ezk 29:1   
 
 This is exactly 40 years from 
the first year of Jeremiah.  
Ezk 4:6 

The city was broken into and the men of war fled. This is the 
11th year of Zedekiah. The modified timeline agrees exactly 
with where the modern historians claim that it happened. Ezk 
26:1, 30:20, 31:1. This is the 19th year of Neb by 2K25:8 
(605.25-18 = 587.25). The next year after the 18th is 587.25-
586.25. His first regal year would be 604.25-603.25 BC. The 
accession year would be 605.25-604.25 BC. The date 606.25 BC 
would be about when he took command of the army to come 
against Egypt and Israel, since he had the army at least 1 year 
before his fathers death 

Note- Add 
20 years to 
the dates to 
get 
traditional 
dating. 

587.25-
586.25 
BC 

LINK 7 ADD + 11   3540 from 
garden 

Warnings for Egypt In the twelfth year, Ezk 32:1, 32:17, 33:21 Word comes to 
Ezekiel that the city had been taken.  

  

LINK #7 TOTAL 514 
YEARS FOR THE PERIOD 
OF THE KINGS.  
FROM HERE TO THE 
ZERO point in the non-
traditional is 586.25 YEARS. 
In the traditional it is 606.25 
years to the zero point.  
It is 3540 from fall of Adam. 

Note- All dating from this point is historical and does not affect the 
chronology. If we assume August of 587 for the carrying away to 
Babylon, which is what the historians say. We know the exact 
count from there to the 0 date “point”. For that reason the timeline 
from this point onward, will not affect the outcome, even if we are 
wrong on the exact count of years for each king. For that reason we 
consider the dates after this point as hypothetical dates that may be 
modified to suit history, but the total count can not be changed.  

 Note- Do 
not add 20 
years to the 
dates to get 
traditional 
dating past 
here. 

IN THE TRADITIONAL 
ONLY WE COUNT 70 
YEARS FROM HERE TO 
THE RETURN 

We are not going to follow the timeline for the traditional, from 
here to the return from Babylon. Only the non-traditional line will 
be followed. The traditional assumes 70 years to 536.25 BC, but 
history does not support that figure. 

  

EVENT COMMENTS OR SCRIPTURE  REVISED  
DATING 

    
23rd  Year of Neb 745 more carried away Jer 52:30. This shows that the 

desolation was not complete even under the original 
chronology! 

 582.25-
581.25BC 

Vision of Ezekiel’s temple. 
25th year of captivity, 14 year 
after the city was smitten 

Ezekiel 40:1 This is the 25th year of captivity since Jehoichin 
was put into prison. 

  
573.25-
572.25 BC 

Neb captures Egypt in 27th 
year of captivity 

Ezk 29:17  570.25-
569.25 BC 

End of Nebs 43rd year.    561.25BC  
Begin Evil-merodach   561.25 BC 
    
In 37th year of Jehoichin’s 
captivity. THIS IS A 
CHECK LINK FOR THE 37 
YEARS OF PRISON. 

Jer 52:31 This dating only works with the non-traditional 
count.. In the 37th year is 561.25-560.25 BC.  In the 12 month of 
Evil-merodach is from 560.33 to 560.25 BC 

 561.25 to 
560.25 BC 

    
End 2 years of  
Evil-merodach 

  559.25BC 

Begin Neriglissar   559.25 BC 
End Neriglissar He reigned 4 years.  555.25 BC 
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Begin Labashi-marodach. Current history says its either 2-3 or 9 months. Most historians 
say 2-3 months. He is not counted for time because he did not 
complete the end of the year.  

 555.25 BC 

Begin Nabonidus Belshazzar or Nabonidus,      
Dan 7:1 Daniel’s dream of 4 beasts, in first year Belshazzar 

  
555.25-
554.25 BC 

Vision of 2300 mornings and 
evenings. 

Dan 8:1 In the third year of the reign of king Belshazzar a vision 
appeared unto me, even unto me Daniel, after that which appeared 
unto me at the first. (553.25-554.25BC) 

 553.25-
552.25 BC 

End Nabonidus Reigned 17 years. This is the end of the 70 years for Babylon. 
609.25-539.25 = 70 or 608.25 –538.25 = 70. 

 539.25-
538.25BC 

Begin Cyrus + Darius  Ascension year of Cyrus. This is when Daniel prayed to God 
asking when they could return. Dan chapter 9. 

 538.25-
537.25 BC 

EVENT COMMENTS OR SCRIPTURE  REVISED  
DATE 

Prophecy of impending 
return to Jerusalem, and the 
rebuilding of the temple. 
Darius ends at the end of this 
year. Decree of Cyrus to 
return of the people from 
Babylon. Ezra 1:1 and 2 
Chron 36:22.  
LINK #8  70 YEARS FOR 
TRADITIONAL AND 50 
FOR NON TRDITIONAL 

 First full regal year of Cyrus. First regal year of Darius the 
Mede, Dan 1:1. Decree  to Jewish peole to return from 
Babylon.  
Ezra 1:1, 7 ; 3:1-2. This year is also 70 years from the 606.25 
BC date when Nebuchadnezzar first crossed the Euphrates. In 
the first return to Jerusalem an altar was built.  
This is 50 years from the destruction of the temple. Since it was 
20 from the first attacks on Palestine to the destruction we get 
20 + 50 = 70. Note- In Flavius Josephus against Apion, section 
21, Josephus gives 50 years for this time period.  
The new Altar was built, Ezra 3:1-6 

 537.25-
536.25 BC 

    
FROM HERE ONWARD 
THE TWO TIMELINES 
MERGE BACK INTO ONE. 

That both time lines are now back to the same dates, is one of 
the reasons that the modifications done to the non-traditional 
do not affect the outcome of our chronology. 

  

    
 
The foundation of the temple 
was laid. 

Ezra 3:8-10. Now in the second year of their coming to the house 
of God at Jerusalem in the second month, Zerubbabel the son of 
Shealtiel and Jeshua the son of Jozadak and the rest of their 
brothers the priests and the Levites, and all who came from the 
captivity to Jerusalem began the work .  
Ezra 4:24 Then ceased the work of the house of God which is at 
Jerusalem. So it ceased unto the second year of the reign of Darius 
king of Persia.(KJV) 

 536.25-
535.25 BC 

    
    
Vision of the future given to 
Daniel in Cyrus 3rd year. 

In 10:1 of Daniel. We have the third year of Cyrus. Ezra 3:1-5  535.25-
534.25 BC 

 Note that all events happen either at the date given or within 
the year following that date. 

  
 

Last year of Cyrus   528.25 BC 
Begin Cambyses   528.25 BC 
End Cambyses Smerdis reigned for a few months.  520.25 BC 
Begin Darius 1   520.25 BC 
Second year of Darius 1 of 
Persia 

Haggia chapters 1 and 2. A second call to rebuild the house of 
the Lord. Zech 1:1, 7 

 519.25-
518.25 BC 

Seventy years since 
destruction of the temple 

This is fourth year of Darius 1 of Persia.  
Zech 7:1, Ezra 3:8. Note-This is a different 70 than the one for 
the nations, started at the attack of Palestine by 
Nebuchadnezzar. This 70 is from the destruction of the temple. 
It’s a possible fulfillment of the 70 Sabbaths, but we prefer the 
same 70 that applied to Babylon, as given by Jeremiah. 

  
517.25-
516.25 BC 

The Lords house was 
finished. Ezra 6:15 

Ezra 6:15  And this house was finished on the third day of the 
month Adar, which was in the sixth year of the reign of Darius the 
king.(KJV) 

 515.25-
514.25 BC 

End Darius 1   484.25 BC 
EVENT COMMENTS OR SCRIPTURE  REVISED  

DATING 
    
Begin Xerxes   484.25 BC 
3rd year Esther 1:1> Great feast, Queen Vashti divorced.   
Seventh year Esther 2:16, she is taken into the kings house.   
12th year  Esther 3:7, 13 Ahasuerus = Xerxes Hamon defeated.  472.25 BC 
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End Xerxes   463.25 BC 
Begin Artaxerxes   463.25 BC 
    
Note- On page 40, in the 
explanation regarding 
607 BC, following this 
section, we offer a way 
of calculating the start 
of the 490 years, even if 
this date is correct in 
regard to the decree and 
still get 29, 33 and 36 
AD as the dates for the 
last week! 

A different 70 weeks or 490 years? 
457.25 BC The date of Ezra’s decree? If this is correct the counting 
of the 490 would be from about 457.75 rather than 454.25. 7*70 = 
490. The last week would have started in 25.25 The cutting off in 
the midst of the week would be at the river Jordan 28.75. The end 
of the last week would have to be at the crucifixion 32.25. This 
would still work but it would cause some changes in the parallel 
interpretation, in regard to 35.75 and the exclusive favor to Israel?  
Ezra 7:7-8 This was in the seventh year of Artaxerxes. 
In the seventh year would be 455.25 BC-456.25 BC. 

  
 
 
 
457.75-
456.75 BC 

    
Traditional Decree allowing 
the people to go back to 
Jerusalem and rebuild the 
city. 

This would be 70 x 7= 490.  The midst of the week would be at 
the crucifixion and the end of the 490 would be the end of the 
favor to the Jewish house. 

  
454.25 BC 

Nehemiah given permission 
to rebuild the gates of 
Jerusalem 

Nehemiah1,1, 2:1-9 In the 20th year of Artaxerxes. 
 

  
444.25-
443.25 BC 

32nd year of Artaxerxes Nehemiah 5:14 Temple and city with walls are finished. People 
purge themselves of foreign wives. Neh 13:6 Foreign Gods 
removed from temple. 

 432.25-
431.25 BC 

End Artaxerxes   422.25 BC 
Begin Darius II   422.25 BC 
End Darius II   403.25 BC 
EVENT COMMENTS OR SCRIPTURE  REVISED  

DATING 
Begin Artaxerxes II   403.25 BC 
Rome is sacked. From this point onward Rome began to grow in power. From 

here to 1913.75 AD is also 2300 years! 
 386.25 BC 

End Artaxerxes II   357.25 BC 
Begin Achus   357.25 BC 
End Ochus   336.25 BC 
Begin Arogos   336.25 BC 
End Arogos   334.25 BC 
Begin Darius III   334.25 BC 
Alexander the Great Alexander invades Asia Minor in 334 BC and defeats Darius. If we 

add the 2300 days of Dan 8:14 to this, at a day per year we get 
1966.25 BC, which is where Jerusalem was restored. 

 333.25 BC 

End Darius III   330.25 BC 
    
Zero year This is a point in time and is not a year  0.0 
LINK #9. WE COUNT 
536.25 YEARS FROM THE 
RETURN FROM 
BABYLON 

 
This is 4126.25 years from fall in garden. 

  

    
Begin Jesus ministry. This is at baptism in river Jordan.   28.75 AD 
Crucifixion This is 4158.25 from fall in garden.  32.25 AD 
Temple destroyed This is 4198.25 from fall in garden. This is to the year 68.75.  69-70 AD 
    
Begin 1260 years.   538.75 AD 
End 1260 years.   1798.75 AD 
Cleansing of the Sanctuary End of prophetic 2300 days.  1845.75 AD 
End 6000 years since fall of 
Adam. 

This is also the end of the 1335 days of Dan 12:12 at a day per year 
from 538.75 AD. This also the year that the 2500 Jubilee points as 
being the beginning of the 1000 years of restitution. 

  
1873.75 AD 

    
LINK #10 WE COUNT 
1873.75 YEARS FROM THE 
ZERO POINT. 

   

End 1845 year parallel. Begin judgment of spiritual house.  1877.25 AD 
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Begin WW1. End of 2520 
years. 

Vengeance upon the nations involved with Papacy begins. This 
is the end of 2520 years from 606.25 BC.  
If we add 2520 + (-606.25 BC) we get 1913.75. This is the end of 
2300 years from the date that Rome began to grow in power 
(386.25 BC) 

  
1913.75 AD 

Israel returns in 1948.   1947.75 AD 
Jerusalem restored. This is the end of the literal 2300 mornings and evenings, which 

is measured from the date that Alexander the Great crossed the 
Euphrates on the way to defeat the Persians. 

 1966.25 AD 

    
Fall of Communism The date 1998.75 is indicated by the 2520-1260 pattern chart. 

See the book “The Divine Plan and its Chronology as indicated 
by Cherubs, Living Ones, Seraphim and cubits”. 

  
1998.75 AD 

    
End of 7000 years from fall of 
Adam. 

This is from the fall of Adam in the garden, until all who are 
willing are restored. 

 2873.75 AD 

LINK #11 WE COUNT 1000 
FROM 1873.75 AD 

   

EVENT COMMENTS OR SCRIPTURE  REVISED  
DATING 

LITTLE SEASON Length of little season is unknown. 3.5, 7, 40 or more 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Table of Events Regarding Babylon 
609.25-608.25 BC 
The war with Assyria would 
have began 1-2 years before this 
date. 

Defeat of Assyria by Babylon. 
Egypt was at that battle and took 
Judah at the death of Josiah 2 
Chron 34:1 

1 Josiah ends 31 years. 
This is within 1 year after 7*70=490 years 
from the beginning of Sauls reign. This or 
the next year, would be when the 70 years 
of servitude for the nations started 

608.25-607.25 BC Nabopolassar took more of the old 
Assyrian empire. 

2 .Jehoahaz begins 3 months. Jehoiakim 
begins first year. 

607.25-606.25 BC Nebuchadnezzar crossed the 
Euphrates and took Kimuhu. Since 
this is the beginning of the 
invasion, the 2520 years of the 
times of the gentiles is dated from 
the end of this year, 607 BC. 

3 Jehoiakim’s second year.. We count 2520 
from this year to the outbreak of WW1. 

606.25-605.25 BC Oct 607-Oct 
606 

Egypt seiged Kimuhu. 
Nabopolassar took three cities west 
of the Euphrates. Its possible that 
Jehoiakim may have bribed 
Nebuchadnezzar with the temple 
vessels and Jewish captives such as 
Daniel in this year. This would 
have temporarily put off the day of 
reckoning.. 

4 
 
Ascension 
year of 
Neb? 

Jehoiakim”s third year. This is the year that 
Daniel 1:1 says that the king was captured 
and some of the temple vessels were taken 
to Babylon. There is a thought that this does 
not happen until next year because Babylon 
used an accession year method of 
reckoning. Either this year or the previous 
one, was when neb lost a battle to Egypt and 
had withdraw temporarily. 

605.25-604.25 Neb defeats Egypt at Carchemish, 
gets throne after father died, returns 
to Palestine for further conquest. 

5 
Begin first 
year of Neb 

Jehoiakim’s fourth year. Jer 52:29, 2 K 25:8 
 
(1) Servitude 

604.25-603.25 BC Victorious march in Hattu 
(Palestine).. If Neb took complete 
control of Judah at this time, this 
was probably when he did it and 
that would be why he becomes the 
head of gold in the start of the next 
year. 

6 
Second 
year of Neb 
 
 

Jehoiakim’s fifth year. 
The complete capture of Jerusalem occurs 
after this date because we see in Jer 36:9> 
that the city had not been captured yet in the 
fifth year and ninth month..  
(2) Servitude 

603.25-602.25 BC Bible declares Neb to be the head 
of Gold. We count 2520 for natural 
Israel from here to 1918 and the 
Belfour declaration. It’s 1260 + 
1290 from here to 1948 AD! (1) 

7 
Third year 
of Neb  

Jehoiakim’s sixth year. Start of three years 
of servitude? There doesn’t seem to be any 
biblical evidence for this happening here 
except that Neb is head of gold! Some 
historians do say that all of Palestine was 
captured by this time. (3) Servitude 

602.25-601.25 BC (2) Fourth year Jehoiakim’s seventh year. 
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of Neb  

601.25-600.25 BC (3)  
Third year of sevitude? 

Fifth year 
of Neb  

Jehoiakim’s eighth year.  
 

600.25-599.25 BC Egypt caused Neb huge losses. This 
may be why Jehoiakim rebels 
against him. 2 Chron 34:1.  

Sixth year 
of Neb 

Jehoiakim’s ninth year.  

599.25-598.25 BC Neb repairs his losses at home 
during this year. 

Seventh 
year of Neb 

Jehoiakim’s tenth year  

598.25-597.25 BC Neb resumes attack of Palestine 
again 

Eighth year 
of Neb 

Jehoiakim ends 11  

597.25-596.25 BC Neb attacks Judah and captures 
Jerusalem and deports Jehoiakim to 
Babylon. Jer 52:28. There were 
3023 carried away. 

Ninth year 
of Neb 

. Jehoichin begins and ends 3 months. 
Zedekiah begins first year. 

596.25-595.25 BC Brief Syrian campaign. Neb 
returned to Babylon to repel a 
threatened invasion 

Tenth year 
of Neb 

Zedekiah’s second year. 

595.25-594.25 BC He puts down a rebellion by the 
army. 

Eleventh 
year of Neb 

Zedekiah’s third year. 

594.25-593.25 BC Two more campaigns in Syria Twelfth 
year of Neb 

Zedekiah’s fourth year. 

593.25-592.25 BC  Thirteenth 
year of Neb 

Zedekiah’s fifth year. 

592.25-591.25 BC  Fourteenth 
year of Neb 

Zedekiah’s sixth year. 

591.25-590.25 BC  Fifteenth 
year of Neb 

Zedekiah’s seventh year. 

590.25-589.25 BC  Sixteenth 
year of Neb 

Zedekiah’s eight year. 

589.25-588.25 BC Siege of Jerusalem begins. 17th year of 
Neb 

Zedekiah’s ninth year. 

588.25-587.25 BC  Eighteenth 
year of Neb 

Zedekiah’s tenth year. 

587.25-586.25 BC Siege of Jerusalem ends. Jer 52:29. 
There were 832 persons carried 
away. Temple destroyed. 

Nineteenth 
year of Neb 

Zedekiah’s eleventh year. 

586.25-585.25 BC  Twentieth 
year of Neb 

 

585.25-584.25 BC  21st year of 
Neb 

 

584.25-583.25 BC  22nd year 
of Neb 

 

583.25-582.25 BC Jer 52:30 In the 23rd year 745 more 
persons carried away. 

23rd year 
of Neb 

 

    
562.25-561.25 BC  Neb ends 

43 years. 
 

561.25-560.25  First yr of 
Evil-
merodach 

 

    
560.25-559.25 BC Jehoichin released from captivity in 

his 37th year 
12th month 
of Evil-
merodach 

This happens in exactly the correct place in 
history, only with the modified timeline. 
The traditional count has a problem with 
this event.  

    
539.25-538.25 BC End of 70 years for Babylon  Daniel prays at the end of the 70 years. 
    
538.25-537.25 BC Cyrus + Darius reign together. Dan 9:2 This an accession year for Cyrus.. 
    
537.25-536.25 BC  First year of Cyrus alone. Decree 

to return the Jewish people back to 
their land. 

Jer 25:all This is 70 years from the time that Neb 
started to conquer Palestine in the third year 
of Jehoiakim. 

    
516.25 BC Zech 7:1, Ezra 3:8. The fourth year 

of Darius 1 of Persia. 
 This is 70 years from the time that Neb 

destroyed the city and the temple in 586.25 
BC 
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